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The Worthip of the B. Virgin 
AND 


The SAINTS. 


| > oy 
HE Gentlemen of the Church of Rome have 
been pleaſed lately to ſend Books amongſt us of 
a very different ſtrain.: On the one ſide Popery 
Miſrepreſented and "Repreſented, but eſpecially 
Monſteur Je Ms.Expoſition of the RomaxDoQtrine : On the 
other fide our Ladies Roſary, and the Contemplation of her 
Life and Glory, &c. which go up and down, though nor 
ſo openly as the other. And we believe they have Books 
in readinefs, to explain over again their Meaning in the 
other Articles (treated of in the Expoſition) at the fame 
rate, that their Books of particular Devotion to our Lady, 
do explain the Articles. of Religjous Worthip, and 7xvorarion 
of Saenrs, oi go nm ack iam gale $0 
In the mean time' they ſeem to believe, that there are 
no Articles will bear a Repreſentation in their true Colours, 
ſooner or better than theſe. And the truth is,,as Mankind. 
has in ali Ages been very prone to! Superſtition, ſo. to: no; 
kind of it more'than to that of Warſhipping: Dead Aer and, 
Women'; which being —_—_ they: would reconcile us 
| to, 


What Elmer is dus © 


to, in the firſt place, we are concerned the more throughly 
to examine, what they now think fit to fay for it. 

But let no man think,that in this Cauſe, we are engaged 
againſt the Saints departed, becauſe we contend with their 
Worſhippers. Let no Man take our Refuſal to honor them, 
as their Worſhippers honor them, for an argument that we 
do not: honor them at all. We are content to-be tryed. by 
that known Rule of St. A»#in, that they are to be howor'd 

for Imitation,not to be adored for Religion. We believe, that 
the higheſt honor we can do them,is to follow their Exam- 
ples. We loye their Memories, we celebrate Anniverſary 
Commemoraticns of their Piety and Virtues, efpecially of 
cheir Sufferings for Righteousneſs ſake ;--we congratulate: 
their Victories over the World ; - we rejoyce in their Glory 
and. Happineſs ; we propound their Examples to the Imi-. 


 racion of the Faithful, exciting them to: live as the Saints 


once lived, that they at length may tnherit thoſe Prom/es, 
which &y their Faith and Patience in this World, the Saints. 
now zzherit in the other 5 we praiſe God for them, asoften 
as we meet together at the Holy Table of our Lord : And 
when we meet to interr our Chriſtian Brethren,.we pray 
to God zo. haſten. his Kingdom,that we with all thoſe that are 
departed inthe tree Faith of his Holy Name, may have our 
perfedt Conſummation and Bliſs, both in Body and Soul, in his. 
everlaſting Glory: 

'Thus we: honor the departed Saints, remembring: all a- 
Jeng, that: though. they, are highly exalted? above us, who 
are here below unprifen'd'in earthly Bodies, and ſtrugling. 
wa ſinful World with Infirmitics and: Femptations ;. we 
yet belong: to the ſame Body, of which:they are Members, 
and. that they are: ſtill our Fellow-Servants. We are per- 
fwaded; they have not leſs but rather more Charity: for us, 
than:they had: for the Church, when they lived upon the 
Earth. ;; but whether. they know: us in particular-or not, os 
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in; 


To the B. Virgin, and the Saints. 


in what inſtances they expreſs their Charity towards us, 
God having made no Revelations of theſs things; we can 
define nothing about them ; and therefore we dare not 
give them thoſe Honors, which ſuppoſe ſuch an Aſſurance of 
theſe things,as God hath thought fit to deny us. 

As to the Virgin Mary in particular, we do with Men 
and Angels acknowledge, that ſhe was Blefſed among? Wo- 
meu, ſince ſhe brought forth the Saviour of Mankind, and 
the Lord of Heaven and Earth ; fince ſhe was not the Mo- 
ther only, but the Virgin Motber alſo of our Lord, and con- 
ceived him by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. Which Con- 
feſhon ſo honourable to her being inſeparable from a right 
Belief -concerning our Lord Jeſus, we do not only ſer it 
forth upon the Anniverſary of the Annentiation, but fre- 
quently alſo in our Sermens, and daily in the Creed More- 
over, we take theſe fingalar Graces of God towaids her, in 
. Conjunction wth other things of a more common quality : 
We doubt not,but ſhe was an excellently Pious and Virtuous 


Perlon, We ſee by her Behaviour, when the Angel Ga&rie/ ,, , 


came to her, that ſhe was not apt to be impoſed upon 
by counterteit Viſions and Revelations; nor forward to be- 
lieve great things of her ſelf; mor lifted up with Pride, be- 
cauſe ſhe was fo highty Favoured; but that upon this ex- 
traordinary occaſion, ſhe wholly reſigned her Self to the 
diſpofal of God, with a Wiſdom and Humility, that could , 
not but be habitual. Bur if nothing at all had been ſaid of 
her perſonal Qualities in the Scriptures (as indeed there is 
but very little;) we might have preſumed without Raſhneſs, 
that becauſe God (who has no leſs regard to a holy Mind 
then to a pure Body) would have the Mother of our Lord 
. toretain the Purity o! a Virgin, he would alfo chuſe a 
moſt holy Virgin to be his Mother ; and ſince he was 
pleaſed to ſend us fo Heavenly a Treaſure in an Farthen 


Veil, he would chuſe one of the greateſt Honor. For 
B 2 which 


The B; Virgin and the Saints diſhitiored, 
which reaſon likewiſe, we might have: concluded without 


other Teſtimony, that ſhe became afterwards a faithful DiF || 


ciple of her Son. © For -when one in admiration of him cry- 
ed out, Bleffed is the Womb that bare. thee,and the Paps that 
gave thee Suck. Tea rather, ſaid he, Bleſſed are they that 
hear the word of God, and keep it-: without which Bleſled- 
ne ſhe that bore him in her- Womb, and nouriſhed him 
at her Breaſts, would have been juſtly eſteemed by all ge- 
nerations, the moſt unhappy and miſerable Creature 1n the 
World. Finally, from all this we cannot but conclude, that 
ſhe is very happy and glorious in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
For though we have no particular Revelations concerning 
this, to warrant any Compariſons of her ſtate, with that ot 
Angels and 4rchangels ; yet upon general Reaſons we may 
fay,with ſufficient aſſurance, That her Rewards and Glories 
in Heaven are exceeding great, and ſuch as hold propor- 
tion,not only with her Faith and Patience (for as fome 
think ſhe ſuffered Martyrdom;) but likewiſe with that Ho- 
- ws God was pleaſed to confer upon her m ths 
orld. | 
Now if any thing remains,whereby to expreſs the Tender- 
neſs we have for the honor of the-.B. Yirgin, it is this, That 
we ſhould do what we can to redeem her Name, from that 
diſhonorable Imputation of affecting. Glories, that cannot 
belong to the moſt Excellent Creature, that is but a Crea- 
ture, For they who by moſt folemn Rites of Religious Ser- 
vice addreſs to her, as to the Queen:of Heaven and Earth, 
would make us believe, and pretend to believe rhenaſelves, 
that ſhe is pleaſed with that Worſhip, which they offer to 
her. ' But if, as we ſay, they yield to her thoſe Services,which 
ao. Creature is to receive; they do by conſequence repreſent 
her 25a Ledy, that afpires-to the Glory of the Moſt. High; 
which is by no means for the'Glory of the B. Yirgin. - And 
i their Saint-Worflyp be: liable to. the fame charge, thus is 
; | Y 
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by'givimg Religiut: Worſhip. to them. 
they repreſent the other Saints, Now-thd'm oppoſing their 


 Dodcrine and: Practice, we are prihcipally moved, by: that 


Concern we ought to have for the Glory of our Creator and 


Saviour ; yet it 4s ſome inducement to us ſo to do, that we 
ſhall thereby vindicate the B..Yirgin alſo, and: all the glori- 
fied Saints, - For if the knows what paſſes 'amorght/Mortals, 


the cannot but be difpleaſed at'thoſe Services;that havebeen 


and il} are paid tohen,by ſome of her Son's: Diſciples; and 


if the {aid any thing at all to 'em, the would fay toher Vo- 
taries, but with greater . indignation, what the Angel fail 


to-Sty- John falling at his feet to worthip him, ip ont x Revs 29: To. 


wt s 41; am thy Peilow-Servant : Warfhip God. "| 

The fame I ſay of the Angels, the Apoſtles; che) Narom 
and all the Saints, whom they honor with the ſame kind 
of Worſhip,chat they give to the B. Yirgin. Only the De- 
gree of her Worſhip,and the Frequency ot their Addreſfesitd 
her, and the Rrength of ther -Confiderice it: heriis:ſorhach 
greeter,. that they have thought fit roitvent x word of Art 
to expreſs-it by... Zyperdalia:tthey call itt;.a word whichout 
people cannot underſtand better, then by knowing the Pra- 
dice Which it iS 4 name for. . .. 

It is @ vaſt a;proportiom of: Religious Service which: they 
reader #0 her; it odb6ifts; of:ſo'many Parts :and:Diverſities, 
(hat at were 2 Labour tocrevount themyas;partitatarly as the 
Caſe would bear. It.ſhall ſuffice to' mention Torne of the 
principal Heads: They worſhip her with Religions Prayers 
and Vows.” They erect:;Churches and Oratories-for her Se#- 
Vicei;-whiere they worllng' : herivery Im :uhd 'Pitares, 
and” 68::; ;Dhey make R 2nd 'vorm> 
poſe Hours, Plalters, _ other Forms of Devotibn' to Her: 
They. askthings of:her;-that.are. proper to be asked of God 
only. 'They burn Incenk tother Images,and oihe their ver 
Gacrilice of the: Maſs. m:her Hlomor. - 2 ©. + 

» Now 4s to this, and all the.reſt, we Freney Gul 


amazed, 


6 


Of the Worſhip of the B: Virgin, and tbe Saints 


amazed, that this Service of the B. Virgin ſhould grow to 
be one of the principal parts of their Religion; when the 
H. Scriptures have not given us the leaſt intimation of Rule 


or Example for it, or of any DoQrine or PraQice that leads 


to it. That it ſhould be a main deſign of their Catechiſmez, 
to inſtruct Youth in the Worſhip of the B. Virgin ; of their 
Sermons to excite the People to put Confidence in her, and 
to call upon her for the preſent ocgaſion ; of their Books of 
Devotion to dire them hbw to pray to her, and magnify 
her in Formal Invocations ; of their Confeſſors to injoyn 
Penitents to ſay ſo many 4ve Maries,in fatisfation for their 
ſins. and to make at leaſt as frequent Applications to Mary 
as to Jeſus himſelf, for deliverance from Sins and Dangers; 
When not one word,not one Intimation of any thing, like to 
any thing of all this, is left upon record in the Writings of 
the Evanecli/ts and 4poſtles; from whom thoſe men pre. 
tend to derive their Religion ; whoſe Books are large enough 
for this ſo famousa Service, to have b-en at leaſt mentioned 
ſomewhere or other; and who, without all doubt, would 
have more then mentioned it, if it had been the Religion 
of thoſe Times. This 1s that we muſt always wonder at, 


and ſo much the more, becauſe the conſtant Tenor of the _ 


Holy Scriptures, bears againſt ſuch PraQtices as theſe, agree» 
ably to that Precept of both Teſtaments, 7hou ſhalt worſhip 
ehe Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. 

And indeed our Reaſons, to keep at a diftance from this 
worſhip of the B. Virgin and the Saints, are fo obvious and 
commonly. known, that 1 ſhall noe .make it a Buſineſs by it 
ſelf to repreſent them. But theſe two things I ſhall conſider, 
as well as1 can; | x 

1. The plauſible Expofitions and Colours, by which they 


bave tryed of late to wuſtify themſelves in theſe things. 


2. What were the B ginnings of this hind of Worſhip amongft 
Chriſtians, 'and by what Steps it is grown to that height, 
whic 
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| &5 it flands in the Church of Rome. 

which we vow ſbe it; I ſhall conſider the former in a narrow 
compaſs, becauſe much has been faid. to it already. The 
ater is what I chiefly deſign. 


d. 2, 


N purſuance of the firſt thing propounded, I ſhall parti- 
- cularly obſerve how Monfreur de Meaux hath expound- 
theſe Matters, under the heads of Re/igious Worſhip, of 
Irvocation of Saints, and giving honor to Images and Re- 
lqzes. But I ſhall begin with the two latter, becauſe he 
expounds theſe particularly ; and then I ſhall conſider the: 
peneral Defence he makes, for all the Religious Worſhip they 
give to the B. Virgin, and to the Saints. 
. The Worſhip of Invocation, is the Foundation of a great 
many other things done in her Service. . For inſtance, It 
is this that hath brought forth the Ro/ary,the Pſa/ters, the. 
Hours, and all other Offices of Devotion to her, It is this 
that hath raiſed her Shrives, and built Or atories and Chap- 
pets for her eſpecial Service. And indeed, if the as well as 


God is to be worſhipped with Prayers and Hymns, it is 
. but reaſonable, that ſhe ſhould have her holy Places for ſuch. 
Services, as well as God. And. yet St. Aw/in thought the, ,,.. 
ereling of Temples to be ſo proper an att of Divine Worſhip Arian. lib, 1. 
that if we ſhould do it to the moſt excellent Angel, we. ſhould © 1 | 


be anathematized from the Church of God. Whereas there- 
fore our Churches are known from one another. in Cities 
and populous 7owns,: by the names of ſeveral Saints; yet 
we profeſs that, however for diſtintion fake they. are ſo 
called, they are God's Houſes and Oratories, and:not theirs; 
and it-is moſt manifeſt, that they are uſed by us for his 
Worſhip, and not for theirs, in whole or in-part. 

The Invocation of the B. Y:rgin and, the Saints, has. 


an. out znto. forme Exceſles, from which they might — 
cparatcd: 


$ 
\ 


(a) Seſ. 25, 
de Invoc. S. 
Bellar.de ſanf. 


&, 2O. 


(b) Exp. þ. 8. 


(a) I Tim,2.5 . 


(£) Exp» Pp. 6 


Of the Worſhip of the: BD Virgin; avid theSaints, 
ſeparated "it ; and therefore to thee Exteſfds>T\ſhull fay but. 
little, eſpecially becauſe they defend them very faintly, and) 
with great appearances of ſelf-Condemnation. ' 19146] 
It was too much in all reaſon, that the Council of 7rey: 
(a) allowed of Mental ,as well as Yocal,Prayers to be made 
to the Saints ; for this aſcribes to them the ay ——ne. the 


peatir, ib. 1. Seetets of Hearts. + And 'tis- 2 very" faint 'Plea' 


which Monſieur de Meanx (b) makes in faying, that 6s 


did not diſdain to diſcover future things to the Prophets, th 


they appear much more particularly reſerved to his own know 
ledge: For this does&ttot clear Mental Praying to the Saints, 
from'the-conſequents'we charge it with, unleſs: they were 
ſtre, that as Gcd diſcovered ſome 'fature' things tothe Pro- 
phets, ſo he does alſo perpetually reveal the Prayers of our 
mind to the Saints. The Inſtance ſhews what is needleſs, 
chat-God/can'do it-if he-pleaſe ; it :does not ſhew. that he 
docs it; and that only would have been to the purpoſe. 
©''/Befides, whatever Opinion they have of the Lawfulne 
and Profitablenefs of praying to Saints, they ſhould have 
been very-much afraid,to affirm them-to be: Mediators of In 
terceſion 5 when Wwithoutany diftinion,the Scripture does 
not offly give fo&hr 3: the (Quality of a Mediator, . as.M.de 
Meadk (e) grants but likewiſe the Quality of our O»ly Me 
diator, as he thoald havegranted. For as there 7s one God, 10 
(d) there is one Mediator between God and Men, the Max 
Chrift Jeſus. "Much leſs ſhon{d Men have been encouraged 
to make immetiate Applications:to the Saznrs, more: fre- 
quently than t6 God,or to-Chri/z;: as if 'the Saints were more 
eaſily prevailed: with'/by' our Prayers, than” our God and 
Saviour; | Theſe Excefles were too notoricus to 'be denied; 
but withall they were: too Scandalous to be confeſſed ; but 
in all reaſon they* ought ts have been ſeverely reproved. 
M.\de Meaux would have us to obſerve, that: the Council 
teaches, /#' ix ood and proffablt tor pray: to the _ 
Eto n 
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As it ſtands im-the.Church of Rome. 


And wedo obſerve, that tho the Fathers were not inſenſible 
of the extravagant Practices and Doctrines in this matter, 
that were currant amongſt them, yet they would not 
vouchſafe to note them with the leaſt Cenſure ; but were 
content to let them go on, as they had done before. 

Moreover, they pray to the B. Virgin, to protet them 
from the Enemy, to receive them at the hour of Death, to be 
propitious to them, to ſpare them, to give them ſtrength, to 
give them grace, to open the gate if Everli/ting life to them ; 
and for all that a good Chriſtian can ask of God. Such like 
Prayers do they alſo offer to the other Saints. But nei- 
ther ſhall I ſtay upon this ; becauſe they do not go a- 
bout. to juſtifie it amongſt us, otherwiſe then by pretend- 
ing, that they ſay what they do not mean : and that ze 


Intention of the Charch and of her Faithful, reduces theſe tp. p. 6. 


Prayers always to this Form, that the Saints would pray 
for us. Now when they confeſs, that the outward Yenerat:- 


onis eſtabliſhed to teſtifie the inward ſentiments of the Mind, ** 5 


we deſire no greater evidence of felf-Condemnation in this 
Caſe, then to hear them ſay quite backward, that the in- 
tention of the Church and her Faithful, is eſtabliſht to ex- 
pain rhe meaning of ſo conſiderable a part of their out- 
ward Worſhip. But in the mean time God help the com- 
mon People, if they are to be judged after their own Integy 
tions and Underſtandings, and not the Intentions and Ex- 
poſitions of ſome few Guides of their Church. | 
To name no more of theſe Enormities ; their dividing to 
the Saints their ſeveral Offices in their Prayers to rhem, is | 
a moſt unaccuuntable Saperſtition, z. e. That one Saint is 
applied to for the cure of one. Diſeaſe, and another for a- 
nother, and ſome peculiar things deſired of almoſt every 
one. For how can they perſwade us, that they deſire no- 
thing of the Saints, but the help of their Prayers, when 
they attribute to each Saint a” particular Vertue and Pow- 
er; 


Onr requeſting one anothers Prayers 
er ; unleſs they think that St. 4pollonza's Interceſſion is not 
as effectual againſt the Gout, as the Tooth-ach | 


$. 3 


- But ſetting aſide theſe Exceſſes, which ſeveral mode- 
rate Men of their own Church have complain'd of, 
but all to no purpoſe ; let us hear what they fay in behalf 
of Praying to the B. Virgin, and to the Saints at all, ſup- 
poling it be for nothing,but to pray for them, as one Crea- 
ture may do for another, and that they ſpeak to her and 
them, in Hymns and Strains, which as to the matter there- 
in contained, do not exalt them above the condition of 
Creatures: In one word, why they addreſs to her, and the 
reſt of the Saints, with any ſort of formal Invocation. 

We dare not do this, becauſe we believe Prayer to be an 
Eſſential Part of Gods Worſhip, inaſmuch as 'tis ſometimes 


put for the whole. How ſhall they call upon him, in whom 


they have not believed 2 i.e. How ſhall they ſerve ahd 
Worſhip him 2 "Tis fo incommunicable a Worſhip, that 
(a) What have God himſelf deſcribed his own Houſe by it. My houſe fbat 
rheyro ſay to be called an houſe of Prayer. And ſurely when God named 
this Prayer ? js houſe,by fome part,of that Service that was performed 
Fray forus- | there, he would chuſe ſuch a part as was peculiar to him- 
for. word St. ſelf. This and :much more we fay for our ſelves. 
Pauls? 7 7% But to all that we can fay, they give this plauſible An- 
injurious - ; , <a hs? 
20-the Creator, [wer,(a) Thatit makes no moreagainſt their pratice, in de- 
|» # the firing the Prayers of their Brethren in Heaven, then againſt 
addreſs the theirs and ours,in deſiring the Prayers of our Brethren uv 
- wer Earth ; andas Monfieur de 2. fayes, that it is profitable 
Paſt. Let. pas. £9 Pray t0. the Saints,in the ſame Spirit of Charity, and ac- 
cording to the ſame order of Fraternal Society, which moves 
EP: 6 ws to demand aſſiſtance of our Brethren living upon Earth. 
Now this is a very popular way to fave — 
ame, 
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No-Reaſon for praying to Saints. 

blame, but by no means ſufficiept, For there: is a Concuy- 
rence of other Reaſons to make' it. profitable to deſire the 
Prayers of our Brethren upon Earth, beſides theſe two, that 
they are our Brethren, and that we love one another. God 
has manifeſtly approved it in the Holy Scriptures ; that 
is one Reaſon : Beſides, we are alfo ſure, that when we de- 
fire our Brethren upon Earth to pray for us, that they hear 
us ; that is another reaſon. But neither of theſe Reaſons 
can be juſtly produced, to ſhew the Profitablenefs of Pray- 
ing to the Saints departed. _ 

But becauſe this is the moſt common and colourable 
Defence they make ; I ſhall further ſhew, what may and 
ought to be replied to it,by the People of our Communion. 
They ſay, we may as lawfully defire thoſe in Heaven to 
Pray for us, as thoſe on Earth. But let us then tell them, 
that when we ask of one another things proper to be ask- 
ed, theſe Requeſts are by no. means that which we under- 
Ntand by Prayer, or Religious Invocation : and that them- 
felves do not ſo account them. Monſieur de M. clearly 


gives them another name, he calls it wry or demand-,, ; 


ing the aſſiſtance of our Brethren. Byt men of all Religions 
do agree,this to be a. quite different thing, from that part of 
Religion which we call Prayer. 7. 
And to make this matter fo plain, that it can neither be 
miſunderſtood nor denied : Suppoſe a Man viſited with 
the Peſtilence, or any other dangerous Diſtemper,to deſire 
his Phyſitian to apply his beſt Skill to recover him: 15 this 
Prayer or Religious Invocation ? No ;. they wall not fay it 
is. But if the ſame Perſon defires the - B. Yirgzn, of St. 
Roche, or St. Sebaſtzan to reſtore hu ro ahh This they 
will confeſs to be Prayer. And the realon. of the Nifter- 
ence is not, that the Phyſitianjs deſired to help the Patient, 
by his. skill in.natural Remedies; and, the Saints by their 
50d. For fuppol Shar ths Prize ſnd 
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Our requeſting one anothers Prayers 
for the Prieſt, and deſires him to' pray for him, they wit 
not fay that this Deſire is a Prayer to the Prieſt, or a Relj- 
vious Invocation of him: They will tell you, that the Sick 
Man deſires or demands the aſſiſtance of the Prieſts Prayers. 
But {till if he calls upon the B. /irg#a, or any of the Saints 
departed, to help him by their Prayers; this is properly, and 
in the account of Religion, praying to them. What then is 
rhe reaſon of the Difterence; for here is a Requeſt made to 
rhe Prieſt and to the Saint, and the ſame Requeſt too: 
why is. one, Prayer, and the other not 2 Now though we 
ſhould not perfeAly agree with our Adverſaries, about the 
reaſon of the Difference ; yet ſo long as it is and muſt be 
acknowledged, that the honeſt Requeſts, we make to one as 
nother upon Earth, are not that part of Religion which wc 
call Prayer ; but that the Requeſts, which we make to the 
departed: Saints,are Prayer ; ſo long,I fay,as this, is granted: 
fis plain,That this their common Argument, zs awful aud 
profitable, to. defire the aſſiſtance of our Brethrens Prayers 
here ayes Earth, and' therefore it is lawful and profitable, 
to call upon thoſe in Heaven to aſſif us with their Prayers; 
is very deceitful, For this is as. much as to ſay : Thoſe Re- 
queſts which are zo? Prayer, may be lawfully. made to Creg; 
tures; and therefore thoſe which are Prayer, may be made 
to Creatures, as lawfully as thoſe that are nor. | 
Now if you deſire to know, what it is in this caſe that 
makes the difference : I think the Anſwer is very plain. For 
the difference is not to be taken. r. From the Matter of 
the Requeſt, for tliat is the ſame; Nor 2. from the Perſons 
themſelves to whom the requeſt is made ; for if the Saint 
departed were here, why. would my requeſting of the ſame 
thing, be Prayer to him, and'not to the Prieſt ? And there- 


| fore 3. It muſt neceſſarily lye in the different Circumſtan- 


ces of the Prieſt, and the Saint; that the. former is with'me, 
and the latter is abſcnt from me. Requeſts made to the 


Faithful. 


Nv reaſon for Praying to Saints. v+- 

Faithful, are made tothoſe that are within the compaſs. of 

vil Converſation : But the ſame Requeſts made to the B. 

Virgin and the Saznts, are made to thoſe that are departed 

out of the compaſs of civil Converſation. And this is that 

which makes them not to be Prayer in the former caſe, 

and to be Prayer in the latter. | 

\ But if 1t be further inquired, why it is Prayer to ask the 

fame things of thoſe that are diſtant from civil Converſa- 

tion, which to ask of thoſe that are within the compals of 

it, is #0? Prayer 2 The Reaſon ſeemes plainly to be this, 

That when I addreſs my ſelf to one that is within the com- 

ſ5of civil Corverfation, in whic Men uſe to hear or to 

underſtand one another; my Aſſurance that he hears me, 

coes no Way aſcribe to him a Knowledge or a Preſence, 

which is above the Condition of a Creature. But if I in» 

yoke the Saints every where with Aſſurance that they 

hear me; I have no other reaſonable ground of fuch Af 

ſurance, then that they are every where preſent at the ſame 

time : For if Iacknowledge, that there is a certain limited 

Compaſs, within which they can hear and know; let this Li- 

mit be never ſo wide, how can I be aſſured, that. they 

are not out of that Compaſs when I ſpeak to them » But 

the Romani/ts pray every where to every Saint, believing, 
| that they are heard. 1: zs certain, ſays one of them, 

(e) that the Saints know what we bring forth by the Af (e) Bellar, de 
feflion of the Heart only. (|) It is of Faith, faith ano-/"7 Beat, bits 
ther, that the 'Bleſſed know our Prayers which we pour out Cf) Peſant. 1: 
to them, elſe it were in: vain- to make them. Now a Re- Thom. gu. 12. 
queſt does undoubtedly become Prayer , or. Religious [n- = _ &. of 
weation, when the making of it attributes any Divine Pre-- 

rogative or Perfection, to the Being thac 15 called upon ;. 

and therefore,becauſe Immenſity ofPreſence is an jncommu- 

nicable PerfeRion of God ; and becauſe alſo Requeſts made 

to thoſe, that are out of all lines of. civil Communication. 
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-. For what foundation that they hear us, 


Our requeſting one anothers Prayers 


being made in Faith, do aſcribe that Power to them which 
is proper to God only : Therefore fach Requeſts are pro- 
perly Prayer, or Religious Invocation. | 
It is indeed very poflible, that he that prays to the 3, 
Virgin, and to the Saints, may not believe that they are 


 Omni-preſent ; but if he prayes, as they pretend to do in 


the R. Church, with Aſſurance, that they hear him, his 
Prayer implies it, and himſelf by Conſtruction of the Faq 
afcribes it to them. For let hitn, if he can, produce any 
ther reaſonable ground of Aſſurance that they hear him 
whereſoever and whenſoever he addrefles to them. But 
inſtead of that M, de Meaux tells us, That the Church 
contents her ſelf to teach with All Antiquity (not all Ap 
tiquity I am ſure) thoſe Prayers to be very profitable ty 
ſuch who make them, whether it be the Saints konw them, by 
the Miniſtry and Communication of Angels, who accordi 
to the Teſtimony of the Scripture, know what paſſes park... 
us, &rc. whether it be, that God himſelf makes known t 
them our Defires by a particular Revelation : or laſtly, whe 
ther it be that he diſcovers the Secret to them in his Divi 
Eſſence, in which all Truth is comprized. Now if his Church 
could have taught us, upon what grounds they are aſſured, 
that the Saints do hear them either, this way or that way; 
or that God has in general. revealed to us, that they hey 
or know the Prayers we make to them, one way or other, 
and therefore, that it is profitable to pray to them ; ſhe 
had not been contenr to teach;that the Saints do know them 
ſome way or other, though ſhe knows _ #_ or why. 
can be gathered 
from ſuch uncertainand looſe Conjectures, as theſe are 2 Can 
any Man convince me that a thing is done, by telling me 
that it might be done by ſome way or other, for any thing 
he knows to'the contrary > And is this kind of Arguing) 3 


ſufficient Ground to eſtabliſh ſo ſolemn a part of Rebgnohh 


t 
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| No Reaſon for praying to Saints. 

35 the Invocation of Saints > Tknow *tis poſſible for God to 
reveal to my Friend m the Eaft-Tadies, what I fay here in 
England : But am I ſure,that if I fay to him an Ora pro ne- 
3s at this diftance, it reaches him forthwith 2 It were no 
difficult matter, if it were needful, to find them trouble 
enough to clear theſe very Conjectures from Abſurdity ; 
but as long as they are only Conje@tures; they can be no 
Foundation of a certain Perſwaſion. Whereas therefore, 1. 
de Meanx ſays, It is manifeſt,that to ſay a Creature may have 
the knowledge of theſe Prayers, by a Light communicated to 
him by God, is wot ſo elevate a Creature above his Condition. 
[ fay, it is as manifeff, that this is no ground of Certainty, 
that the Saints hear our Prayers at all ; and if this be all 
they have to fay, and yet will pretend to pray to them 
with Faith ; there is but one ground left for that Faith, ve. 
That the Saints are every where preſent, and are there- 
fore elevated above the Condition of Creatures : Which 
h ſome of themſelves do not believe,yet their Aſſurance 
to be heard, being altogether unreaſonable without that 
belief ; heir Prayers do give the Omni-prefence of God t9 
Creatures, which is indeed the great reaſon, why their Ad- 

dreſſes to the Saints are properly Prayers. | 
This therefore I lay down, and let them remove it if 
they can ; that to invocate any Creature, who is out of the 


compaſs of civil Converſation,z.e.with whom I cannot con- * 


verſe, as we do with one another, by ſpeaking within 
the known diſtances of Hearing,or by Writing, or Meſſages 
or the like, is in it ſelf a vain and fooliſh thing,becauſe he is 
out of diſtance. But it I pretend,that it is profitable to'invoke 
the Saints, and this upon' Aſſurance that they hear me, tho 
Ican neither tell which way in particular, nor can ſhew 
general, that they do certainly hear me ſome way, that 

not infer their Omni-preſence ; there is no remedy, 
but my Invocation of them muſt by conſequence confeſs, 
that they are Omnipreſent. | Let 
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Our requeſting one anothers Prayers, &c. 


Let therefore thoſe of our Communion fay, that by 
- calling upon God, they do acknowledge his Omnt-preſence, 
as well as his other Infinite PerfeCtions : and that they are 
ſuch Acknowledgments, which make their Invocation of 
God, R. /igious Invocation, or that which is Prayer in the 
account of Religion : And therefore, that they dare nat 
call upon the Saints departed; becauſe they being without 
the compaſs of civil Converſation, or of ſuch means of 
Communication, as we have with one another in this 
World ; we cannot be reaſonably aſſured, that theyhear ug 
unleſs we will ſuppoſe them to be omni-preſent ; which x 
ve do not believe,ſo we dare not do any thing that looks x; 
if we did believe it. | 

Thus have I ſhewn, what in our Judgment makes the 
diflterence, between asking fit things of our Brethren upan 
Earth, and asking the ſame things of our Brethren in Hex 
ven; why one is not Prayer, and the other is ; viz. Be 
cauſe the Living are within our compals, and the Dead arc 
out of it. But whatever it is that makes the difference; 
ſince the honeſt Requeſts, we make to one another in this 
World, are not Prayer, and the Requeſts we make to the 
Saints in Heaven are Prayer ; it does not follow, that we 
may requeſt the ſame things of Theſe, as we may of Thoſe: 
For if the Argument be put into proper Expreſſions, no- 
thing can be more apparently inconſequent ; for then it 
would ru'1 thus : Becauſe I make my Requeſts known to 
thole, to whom I do not offer the Religious Worſhip of 
Prayer 1n ſo doing, therefore I may repreſent my Deſires 
to thoſe too whom I cannot call upon, but my defires 
become the Morſhip of Prayer, or Religious - Invoct 
tion, 

And from hence it appears, that tho' this Act of Reli- 
gious Worſhip, be given by thoſe of the R. Church to the 


the mcaneſt Saint; yet aft:r the moſt plauſible _ 
they 
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Of Worfhipping the Images of the Saints. 
they make of their practice in ſo doing, it is not to be 
given to the moſt excellent Creature, and therefore not 
to the B. Yirgin her ſelf. And by this we may judge, 
what a Cauſe they have to maintain, who calt upon the 
Saints, and eſpecially upon the B. Yirgin, in ſtrains ſo 
unſuitable to the condition of Creatures; as they are 
whom they invoke : when becauſe they are but Crea- 
tures, they ought not to invoke them at all, ſince they 
are out of that compaſs of Converſation, in which only we 
could ſpeak to them as to Creatures, with Faith that they 
hear us. 
S. 4 


To come to the next particular ; when they kneel to 
the Images of the B. Virgin and the Saints, and pro- 
frate, and humble themſelves and Pray before them ; we 
are given to underſtand, there is no harm-in all this ; be- 


they attribute no other vertue to the Images, but that of P. 


exciting the remembrances of thoſe they repreſent ; and their 


intention is not ſo much to honor the Image, as to honor theP: 1% 


Apoſtle or the Martyr in the preſence of the Image. As if 
the Image were preſent,to ſee and obſerve the Honour that 
is done the Apoſtle or Martyr : For it is no great honor 
that any body gets, by being honored in the preſence of 
mere Wood or Stone, that can neither fee nor hear. This 
was an odd expreſſion of M. Je Meaux, this of honoring the 
Martyr in the preſence of the Image, no way ſutable to the 
defgn of his Expoſition ; but fitted only to the Superſti- 
tion of ſuch People, who have been made to believe,by the 
weeping and ſmiling of Images, and by the rowling of their 
Eyes,and by the ſhaking of their Heads and Bodies,&c. that 
they are a kind of animated things. But to let this paſs; 


what.though M. de. Meaux attributes no other virtues to 


Images, but that of exciting Remembrance > What tho bas : 
| | takes 
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13 Wor ſhipping Images cannot be juſtified, 


takes a very commendable Care in his Pzoceſs,to make the 


People ſtop there 2 Does, he not know by experience, . de: 
not all wiſe Men know. it, and many honeſt Men: in the: 


Communion of that Church: confeſs it;, that in; thoſe Ima- 
ges which the people are taught. to preſent- themſelves be. 
ore, with all the Ceremonies, of Refpetand Veneration ;. 
there is another fatal Yirtue, and that: 1s to exc/te-devotion: 
toward themſelves, even.to the demanding.of Favours from: 
them, and putting Truft in-them ? I$ 1t-not as notoriong, 
that the wretched' People are guilty-of worſhipping the 
Images of the Saints, no otherwiſe than they do the Saints: 
themſelves, as that they Worſhip the Saints:no otherwiſe 
21.37, thenthey Worlhip God himſelf; as Cudecw.Yives complained, 
L:b.8.c. 27.. if it be ſaid that; theſe Abuſes-may- be provided again{t, and: 
Im-ges may be ſtill /Zonor'd (for Zfonor 15 the Wordithough- 
Religious worſhip is the Thing) I'would know,* why: men: 
ſhould make Proviſions in- this-cafe; as if they were wiſe 
than God, who-- to prevent theſe nuſchiefs has forbiddens 
Image-worſhip altogetber: Ifthere-were any-ſuch- Advan- 
tages to be made of it, in compariſon to-which- the Dana 
of 1t were. nothing at all; how-comes it to be-fo ſeverely 
Prohibited >- But whenwe- conſider; for: whoſe ſake: chiefly 
they pretend the-Profitableneſs of Image-worſhip-;  we- ſes- 
how true it-is; that- the Wiſdom of Men-is-but Fooliſlinebs;,: 
when it would mend the provifions-of -God: For. Images: 
are by all means to be retain'd and honor:d; becauſe: they! 
are the Books and Remembrances- of the Common: People; 


and Helps to their: Piety- and- Devotions;. who: therefore 


7:12. N25, Cannot be without them : But M. de Meaux, knows that 
De-Iavic. $, theſe are-moſt apt to be led into the-worſt Superſtitions by 
Images, and that- it is- one: of the: hardeſt things: in. the 

World to-prevent it © fo O00 T 

M: de Means tells us; thezr Intention is: not ſo muck ts 


vonor the Image, as the Apeſite or Martyr, Be will oy w_ 
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By any Intention whatſoever. 

that *tis the Intention of the Church, that none of the Peo- 
ple ſhonld intend more then this comes to. But let him 
tell me, how or where the Church has expreſt her ſelf, 
with the leaft degree of that Zeal, which the redreſling of 
ſuch horrible abuſes in this matter, as are every where 
known, does {till require. The Superſtition of the vulgar 
in their Communion is notorious, and which is {tl 
worſe, the DoQtrines leading to the moſt Superſtitions Qpi- 
nions and Praftices in this kind, were and are notorious ; 
for inſtance ; That the ſame worſhip is due to the Image , 
which is dae to the Prototype : And are not theſe things 
uncenſured by the Church of Rome to thisday 2 If indeed 
we could once ſee that Church beſtir her ſelf, againſt 
the groſs Exceſs of Ttnage-worſhip, as ſhe does againſt 
thote that do not worſhip Images at all, we might allow 
ſomething to this Expoſition of their /xtextiovs. But as 
far as we can ſee,they that worthip. the very Images -them- 
{lves, and put confidence in them, go for vety good Ca- 

tholicks ; while we that dare not worſhip them at all, be- 
Quſe God has forbidden it, are for aur forbearance uſed, as 
they uſe Hereticks. | i, | 

-. But ſetting all this afide, what ſignifies the 7vtcnt ion 
of the-Church, if it ran through all the Members of. it, a- 

nh an expreſs Prohibition in- the Scriptures.2-It is not 

kwful to do that with a DiſtinQion, which, is forbidden 

vithout a -diſtintion. God hath faid , Zhou ſhalt not 

bw down to Tmages, nor worſhip them. If indeed' he had 

elewhere made an Exception to'this Rule, it had: been 
ful for us to have made ufe of- his permiſſion; , it,hsd 
been neceſſary for us to have obſerved his;command- in 
the excepted-Caſe. But where God hath' nat -excepted'or 


diſtinguiſhed, we onght not to:do ſo.: unleſs we will ©- 
on a door, to evacuate all divine Laws whatſoever, 'by: av- 
bitrary. Diſtindtions and Reſervations. FS 21D 
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Religious Worſhip of Images univerſally forbidden. 


Tn ſhort, that Worſhip which they pretend to give to 
the Saints by their Images, has theſe two terrible Preju- 
dices againſt it. 

x. That the Honor, which they give to the Saints by 
their Images, ſuppoſing none of it to be loſt by the way, 
is not to be given to the Saints themſelves ; as we have 
ſhewn already. 

2. That the Worſhip of Images, let it be explicated with 
all the Fineneſs and Arts of Diſguiſe they are Maſters of, 
is after all to be utterly excluded out of Religion. This 
being a Worſhip, which God will by no means endure 
ſhould be given to himſelf, having univerſally prohibited it, 
Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any graven Image, nor the 
likeneſs of any thing that zs &c. which is to my under- 
ſtanding, as plain a Prohibition of all Image-worſhip what- 
foever, as theſe words would have been an Injunction of 
it, Viz. Thos ſhalt make to thy ſelf fuch or ſuch Images aud 
Piflures,and ſhalt bow down before them and worſhip them, iſ 
this had been ſaid inſtead of the contrary. Now indeed 
if this had been faid, it had been extremely neceſſary to 
diſtinguiſh, between Re/ative Worſhip and 44ſo/ure Wor: 
ſhip, between Worſhip zerminated upon the Image, and In 
tended to the perſon repreſented by the Image; between tx: 
king it for a God or a Saint, and taking it only for ſome Rt 
preſentation of the: one or the other. But as in that caſe 
fach diſtintions had been very neceſlary, fo as the caſe 
ſtands they are vain and impertinent. For if Image-wor- 
ſthip had been commanded or permitted, ſtill we had been 
to worſhip Images, but as Images: But it being forbidden, 
we are- not to worſhip them at all. I fay if it had been 
allowed, we muſt indeed have worſhipped them with a Di 
ſtinAion 3; but as it is forbidden,we muſt not worſhip them 
tho- with a diftinAtion, becauſe 'tis forbidden without any 
diſtintion, and. as univerſally as: words can expreſs any 
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The Superſtition of the R. Church about Reliques. 


M. de Meaxx ſays, that after the ſame manner, we ought to 


' underſtand the Honor which they pay to Reliques after the 


Exampleof the Prim;tive Church. The Example of the Primi- 
tive Church, ſhall be conſidered in its place. In the mean 
time, If the Worſhip of mages, and the Worſhip of Re- 
liques, are to ſtand or fall together, we have already ſeen, 
what will become of this; having ſhewn how unſuccesfully 


they plead for the other. But if M. de Meaux, pleads for 


the PraCtice of the people, or even the Doctrine of his 
Church in this Point ; he muſt pardon us, if we do not 
think fit, to take general Apologies, for a reaſonable In- 
ducement, to do thoſe things, which he was not willing 
toname in particular. We may ſay in general, fays 'M. de 
Meaux ; That if Proteſtants would but confider, how the Afﬀ- 
feftion which we bear to any one propagates it ſelf, without teing 
divider, to his Children, to his Ftiends ; and. after that, 
by ſeveral degrees to" the Repreſentation of him, Po any Res 
mains of him, and to any thing which renews in as his Res 
membrance. If they did but conceive, that Honor has the 
like Progreſſion , ſeeins Honor is nothing elſe, but Love 
mixed with Reſpedt and Fear : In fine, if they would but 
wnfider, that all the exterior Worſhip of the Catholick 
Church, has its Source" in God himſelf, and returns back a- 
grin fo him : They would wever believe, that this 

orſhip, which he himſelf alone animates, could excite his 
Jealoufje. M. de Meanx, conſidered very well, that it was 
much better, to put us off with this general Account; 
than to mention the Particulars he goes about to Juſtifie. 
k ſeems; the Worſhip of Reliques, - is intended for the Ho- 
nor of the Martyrs, and the' Worſhip of the Martyrs, for 
the Honor of God. But what kind of Superſtition might 
not be defended by ſuch Apologies as theſe; if men's Blood, 
Bones, Teeth, Hairs, Coats, Girdles, Shoes, and ſuch like 


intle things, may- be zxcenſed ; if they may be-evpoſed, 
| with : 
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The Superſtition of the R. Church about Reliques 
with a Yenite ad edorandam, to receive the Proſtrations of 
the people, in the preſence of Chri/t himſelf, whom they 


- Carech, R. de ſuppaſe to. be bodily preſent upon.the Altar : if they may 


Cultu ſanF, 


be ſought unto for great Graces, and for miraculous Cures, 
if they .may be carried about, to preſerve a man from Fire, 
from Storms, from Peſtilence, from the Danger of Battle, 
and from ghoſtly, as well as bodily, Enemies : If all this, 
fay, be but the Effect of a Progreſſion of Honor, and may 
be brought off with a Proteſtation, that the Worſhip 3s. 4. 
vimated by God alone, and is performed for his fake. 
M. de Meaux ſays, That if God, as jealous as he is of 
the Love of mey, dges nat look upon us, as dividing oy 
ſelves betwixt him and his Creatures,when we Love our Neig). 
boar, fer the Love of him; the ſame God, though jealous 
the Honor which his Faithful pay him, cannot look upon then, 
as dividing that Worſhip, which is due t0 him alone, when 
out of Reſpett to him, they honor thoſe whom he hath howored, 
But as there may be an inorginate Love of our Neighbouy, 
whom yet God hath commanded us to.love; ſo there may 
be an inordinate Honor, given by us, even to thoſe whon 
God hath honoured : And if we go beyond the Bounds 
that God hath ſet us, in loving the one, and hononring 
the other; it we love our Neighbour, as we ſhould love 
God only; if we honor the Martyrs and the Saints, as God 
only ought to be honored; it will: preſume,be no ſatfkicioat 
Excuſe to ſay, that it was done out of Reſþ2d to God, The 
thing which M. Je Meauy ſhould have ſpoken to, but.has 


-not, is this, That the Honor they pay to. Reliques, ;is, 808 


part of that Worthip, which.is due ta none but God. , With 
out this tis in. vain, to flouriſh outa general Notion which 


no man denies, viz. That we may ſo Love the Fathful, and 


Honor the Martyrs, and the very Relzques of Martyrs 
as not to divide between them and God, the Love and 
Worſhip which is due to him. alone: The truth is,, M- de 


Meaux 
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DiſſemBled' But nat difended by M. de Meaue: © 
Mean: had a very hard Task in the Zxpoſrrion of the Vene® 


mation, Whiclrthey: give to-Religues. For, whereas he had 
fbme- Colour to inſift: upon the moderation of his Church, 
in the Buſineſs of mages, fince the Council of 7rent de-- 
dares, that there 1s:no Virtue. in them, for which they 
cxght to be.reverenced, or truſted-in ; yet he wanted fuck 
z Declaration as this, as to the buſineſs of Reliques,. ant: 


equld not ſay, that either the Conncz, or the Catechi/ſm-de» 


cares. againſt believing any-Yirtue in Reliques ;, ſince not- 
wthſtanJing;. the Caution: they: have uſed in the manner 
of, Expreſſion,. both. the one,. and the other teach-the con-- 
tary, So that the Superſtition of Reliqnzs 1n the RK, C. is: , 
greater than.that. of. /mages. And therefore, M. de M.had- 
myling 0. but: to. ſet off the. whole Matter by: general ' . 
Spologies, becauſe. it: would nor bear a.Defence of the Par-- 
lars. Buy of this, I ſhall fay-no-more,becauſt theExpoſition | 
ke makes. of their Dodttine and Practice, . as to this. matter, | 


ly 


gvery.like to;that which he makes of the general difference, 


ketween that Worſhip:which they. give:to God alone,. and 
thatwhich they giveto,the B.V. and. the.Saints.]. . Which-is 


the.next thing 1 am to conſider.- 


6. 5; 


They, teach, That th? Adoration which is due to.God a-- 
lar, . confe/ts : principally, in believiug-he. is the Creator and 


Lord of all. things; and. in adhering, to, him; - with. al the 
Powers of our Soul by Faith, Epe and Charityg as to him 
fave, .who camrender us happy, by..the Communication of, an 
Ifiite;Gaad, which is binſel, \ 7 | 

v1. experior Marks; ofe which : the . principal, is Sacrifice, 
theeh canzot be: offertd 2qxuy, but to God becauſe: a. Sacri> 
tice. 15_etablifÞ/d te makera publicke 4 


Ch | ; Acknowledgements, anda 
ſie Proteſtation of 'God's Sovereignt),amd our aljolute Des 
pendance.” 


at 
we; 


is puterior. Adoration, bas Exp). 4 
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p: 5. 


See. 3 


ſence be called religious. Now to ſay, If it be Religions ; 


4 I > 


We ſhall now be better able to examine the Difference, 
which he puts in general between the Adoration which ij; 
due to God alone, and that Honor which they render t 
the B. Virgin and the Saints, becauſe we have ſeen in great 
part, in what this Honor conſiſts, 

What M. de /. has ſaid concerning the inward Adore 
ration of God, is exceedingly well ſaid. But if we goa, 
and. take. altogether, we cannot. but diſcern, That this 
_ Man had laboured his Thoughts into-fuch words, 
ſhould provide with great appearance of Piety for the Ho- 
nor of God, that We might not be offended ; while yet 
he was to fave ſame of it for the B. Virgin and th 
Saints, that he" might not ſeem to- deſert the Cauſe of hy 
Church. OE WE $9 it's 

For whereas he diſtinguiſheth between the. inward and 
outward Worſhip, which 'is due to God only, he avoids 
that Diſtintiqn, in ſpeaking of the Honor which they 
render tothe B. Yirg:nand the Saints; for it had been 
dangerous: way of expofing the DoCtrine of the pretended 
Catholicks, to tell us what 7mward or mental Worlhip 1s to 
be given them. | | | 


Whereas the Title of the Sedtion is, That Religious Wor- 


| ſhip es terminatedt is God alope ; when he was to ſpeak of 


the Honor they render to the B. Virgm and to the Saints; 
he- qualifies-it with this : Suppoſition; if iz may is ſome 


Nay, 


a 
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New and unſerviceable to his Cauſe. 


nay if i4-may be ca ledR-ligious,and that but in ſome ſeuſe too, 
are very new and ſurprizing ways of expreſſion ; and would 
make one ſuſpect that all of them are not fully ſatisfied in 
giving a Worſhip to the B. Virgin and to the Saints, which 
without all Queſtion is, and therefore ought to be called,Re- 
ligious Worſhip ; as thoſe that have gone before them 
in thisCauſe, have without ſcruple called it. | 
He gives thisReaſon, why Sacrifice is to beoffered toGod 
only : Becauſe a ſacrifice is eſtabliſhed to make a publick ac« 
hnowledgment and a ſolemn profeſſion of 5ods Soveraignty 
and our abſolute dependance. But when he fthould give a 
proportionable Reaſon,why his Church renders to the B. 
Virgin and to the Saints, the Honor of Praying to them, 
which is one inſtance he preſently names ; he ſlips it over 
and pretends no more,then that a// Religious Worſhip cught 
to terminate in God, as its neceſſary end, and if it may be 
called Religious 'tis becauſe of its neceſſary Relation to him. 
Now he ſhould have faid, Prayer is eſtabliſhed to make a pub- 
lickAcknowledgment,and ſolenin Proteſtation,as well of the 
Power and Excellency of the B. Virgin and the Saints,as of 
the perfetion of God. But though the nature of his dif- 
courſe required ſome ſuch reaſon, yet the nature of his De- 
ſign would not bear it, which was to remove the frighr- 
ful Ideas of his Religion, which we have entertained, and 
to repreſent it in a more agrecable and pleaſing Form,than 
we have yet known it by. | 
Other Obſervations of this kind might be made, to make 

it probable,that it coſt even M. de. 1. ſome little trouble 
to contrive his diſcourſe into this plauſible Appearance, 
and to ſhew that 'tis no eafie matter, at the fame time to 
make a ſmooth Repreſentation ot their Religion and not to 
change it. But I ſhall now offer my Reaſons, to ſhew the 
UnfatisfaRtorineſs of his Expoſition in this cauſe, as he hath 


formed it. 


E x. Sctting 


26 


M. de Meaux's diſtin&ion of Religious Worſhip. 

x. Setting aſide their Profeſſion of oe God, which is ſup- 
poſed in the Queſtion concernirg his particular Worſhip: 
{ find no outward Mark,of the Adorat.on that 1s due to God 
only, mentioned, but that of Sacrifice, which indeed M. de 
M. fayes is the principal But in a point of this conſequence; 
E wiſh he had been pleaſed to name - lie reſt But I think 
[ may appeal to the Sincerity of M de Meaux, whether by 
$4crifice he means any thing more than the Sacrifice of the 
Plals,in which t ey pretend to offer up Je/as Chri/t,the San 
of God his natural Body <oul and Divinity,as a Propitiation 
ior the Quick and the Dead: For my part I cannot find, but 
they give all otner outward marks of Adoration to the 
B. Virgin but this ; ſo thit the Worſhip given to God, 
and that to her are diſtinguiſhed I fear but by one mark; 
And what a rare Account 1s this of Gods incommunicable 
Worſhip, iſthat mark too ſhould prove to be one of their 
own Inventions ; if ſuch a ſacrifice as that, was not appoint- 
ed by God; if indeed it be repugnant to the plain Authority 
of the Scripture ; as the expoſition of our Doctrine hath 
irrefragably ſhewn in a very little Compaſs! This is my 
firſt Ex-eption, That all the outward marks of Religious 
Worſhip, which God hath eſtabliſhed, they make common: 
to God and the Saints; and that which they give to God' 
only, they have made themſelves. 


2. Even this very Sacrifice of the Maſs, is offered up 


by them, in honour of the B. Yjirgin and the Saints. For 
thus the Oblation runs in their Miſſats, Accept, O Holy 
Trinity, this Otlation which we offer to thee, in honor of the 
n0fF glorious Virgin, the Mother of God, &c. Now urely 
they would not So God himſelf in Sacrifice to a Crea- 
ture. But it comes ſomething near itzto offer up ſuch a Sa- 
crifice in honor of a Creature. For while this 1s done, how 
can it be faid, that Sacrifice is reſerved to be a-Protefation 


of thit Honor, which is d#e to God only. 
| þ; 2209 
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Unſeeviceable to his Cauſe. 


3- They burn Iucenſe to the B. Virgia and the Saints, 
which being done as a Religious Rite in their Honor, will 
hardly avoid being a Sacrifice. For though this Rite of 
burning Incenſe,was no part of the Religion tiat Feſws or 
his ApoFFles taught, nor uſed at all in the An7ient Church ; 
yet it ſhould ſeem to be no leſs a Sacrifice now, then it w..s 
among the Jews,or then it would have been, if it had been 
transferred from the Synagogue into the Church. I ſuppoſe, 
if the Church of Rome had thought fit, to introduce the 
Oblations of BeaF?s ana Birds into her Religious Worſhip ; 
ſhe could not deny, but ſuch Oblations had been properly 
Sacrifices, and were tobe made to God only : And that 


though it were Fudaiſm-to offer them at all ; it were yet 


Idolatry to offer them to any but to God. But what ſhould 
make any ſuch difference, between Slaying of Viitims, and 
turning of Incenſe ; that the former ſhould belong to God 
only, and not the latter, I cannot comprehend. For the 
Altar of incenſe was moſt holy unts the Lord; it was overlaid 


with Gold, which the Altar of Burnt Offerings was not ; : 


and it was more holy then the Altar of burnt-Offerings, as 
ſtanding in the more Holy place ; and none but the 
Seed of Aaron was to come near to offer incenſe before 
the Lord, No wonder therefore, that 'Zezekiah brake 
in pieces the Braſen Serpent, when they burned Incenſe 
toit ; for this 7 no leſs than offering Sacrifice to it. 
To conclude, the Idol:try which the #eathens ſought 
to bring the Chri/tzans to, was no other then to take a 
little Tncenſe in their hands, and throw it into the Fire of 
their Altars. But yet they burn Incenſe to the mages 
and Reliques of the B. Virgin and the Saints: And then 


+ how can they pretend 'to ſacrifice to God only 2 But, 


4. Setting all this aſide, let us conſider, that they grant 
Sacrifice is to be offered to God only, becauſe it is e/ta- 


Hiſhed to make a publick Acknowledgment, and a Solemn 
E > - Proteſtation 


-/ 
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Prayer, a Proteſtatation of God's Soveraienty 
Proteſtation of Gods Soveraignty, aud of our abſolute Depex.. 
dance. Now if this be true,then whatſoever is eſtabliſheq. 
for the ſame purpole, is holy ro the Lord alſo. And there. 
fore Religious Invocation by Prayers for good things, by 
Confeſſions of Sin, by vows of Repentance and Duty, and 
by Thanksgivings for benefits received, is to be offered to 
God only. For in truth, theſe are acknowledgments and 
Proteſtarions of Gods Soveraignty, und of our abſolute De- 
pendence. Nay in truth, they are more noble and excel- 
tent Sacrifices,than thoſe YiXims and other more ſenſible 
Oblations, which God required under the Law, or before 
it, and which he does not require now. But that which] 
lay the greateſt ſtreſs upon is this, That thoſe material $4- 
crifices,were ſo many Rites and Ceremonies of /xvocation, 
diverſified according to the ſeveral ends of Invocation, ei 
ther for confelling of Sin, or obtaining a benefit, or return- 
ing Praiſes for Benefits received. Hence it is, that Prayer 
and Sacrifice are put one for the other in the Holy Scrip- 
tures as when it is ſaid ; 7he- Sacrifice of the wicked is ay 
abomination to the Lord, but the Prayer of the upright is 
his delight : By which words it is plain, that the Sacrifice 
of the Wicked, is his Prayer, and the Prayer of the upright 
is his Sacrifice. Now Prayer, and Sacrifice ſtrictly fo call- 
ed, were both Acts of Worſhip ;. but Prayer more excellent 
than Sacrifice, becauſe Sacrifice- was the Rite of Prayer, 
and a Rite which God required no longer, than till that 
moſt precious Sacrifice of the Son of God was offered for 
us; the Merit of which alone it is,that made the Prayers of 
2ood men in all ages acceptable to God. 


| And by the way, it would be conſidered by the Gentle- 


men of the Church of Rowe, That when tho'- - ':::perfe@ 


Sacrifices,which prefigured the oblation of 7---; © +-.,/ once 
for all, were offered under the Law ; the | : +5: x Gods 
People were then made only to God. | org now 


that 


. 
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No leſs then other Sacrifices. 


that the Prayers of the Church are fanQified, by the ac- 
compliſhment of the Sacrifice of the Son of God, to offer 
any of them to a Creature, is rather a greater Diſhonour to 
God than, it would have been before. For if the Patri- 
archs and the Jews were to pray to him only, t> whom 
alone they offered Sacrifice, z. e. to God ; much more 
ſhall the Sacrifice of the Son of God, which hath been actu- 
ally offered for us, infer our Obligation to make all our 
Prayers and Religious Invocations. to God only, ty-whom 
we have Acceſs by the merit of that Sacrifice. 

But this T infiſt upon, That if we compare the legal Sa- 
crifices, with the Prayers of Gods People under the Law, 
theſe were noleſs Proteſtations of Gods Soveraignty and man's 
abſolute dependence then thoſe were ; and that the Fouſ? of 
God, was no leſs denominated by a Service peculiar to him, 
in being called a» Houſe of Prayer, then if it had bzen cal- 
kd an Zou/e of Sacrifice, as it was an Houle of Sacrifice 
too, A Houſe of Sacrifice to the Fewes, and a Houſe of 
Prayer to all Natzors. | 

Now,tf theſe more Spriritual and reaſonable Sacrifices of 
2 Penitent and broken Heart, a believing and humble 


Heart, a devout and thankful Heart offered in Religious - 


Invocation, are ſuch Acknowledzments as M. de M. ſpeaks 


of; then are they not to be offered to the B. Virgin and 


the Saints, but to God only. And what now is it that M. 
de M. means,by terminating the Honour they render to th: 
B. Y. upon God 2 Is it this, That the Honour done to her, 
by Invocating her with Prayers, Hymns,Confeſſions of Sin, 
Vows, and Devoting themſelves to her Service, is all inten- 
ded by the Church for the Honor of God 2 I would then 
know,why any Sacrifice may not alſo be offered directly: 


to the Virgin, the Church intending , that the Honor of. 


it ſhould terminate upon God, and believing that he has 
all the Honor of it at laſt. No, ſay they, Sacrifice z5 eſta- 


iſhed... 
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The Jerlouſie of God is provoked. 


Tliſhed to make a pulblick acknowledgement of Gods Sove- 


raignty. But then I add, that Religious Invocation 1s eſta. 
bliſhed to make ſuch an Acknowledgment too. So thatif 
Terminating Religious Worſhip upon God, will warrant 
giving it to the B. Virgin, andthe Saints,their Church ma 

give to them that Worſhip of the more ſenſiHe Sacrifices, 
which yet they pretend to deny. And if no Worſhip is to 
be given to the Saints, which is eſtabliſhed to make a $0- 
lemn Acknowledgment of Gods Soveraignty,and our depen- 
dance, they muſt deny to the B. V. and to the Saints, that 
more Spiritual Worſhip of Prayers, Hymns, and Vows, 
which they give. Nor will they ever be able to avoid 
theſe difficulties, but by coming ont of the Clouds, and 
confeſſiing according to the plainneſs and the ſimplicity of 
the Scriptures, That all Religious Worſhip is due to God, 
and to him only, inaſmuch as Kel:gzovs Worſhip 1s eſtabliſh- 
ed to make an Acknowledgment of Gods Soveraignty, and 
our abſojute Dependance: And publick As of ReligiousWir- 
/hip,to make publick and ſolemn Acknowledgmentsthereof. 


$. 6. 


Thus IT have conſidered the Defence, that M. de M. 
has made of the Worſhip of the B. V. and the Saints, as it 
is practiſed in the Church of Rom? ; and I promiſe my lf, 
that whoever ſhall ſeriouſly conſider what has been faid, 
willnot be encouraged, by the Exporzion of this Practice, 
to venture upon it. 'I know that many of the R. Church, 
fortifie themſelves, againſt all our Arguments upon theſ: 
Points, by this Perſwaſton : That ſo long as they do not 
make Gods of the Saints, but believe and profeſs, that 
there 15 but one God, infinite 1n all Perfetions ; all the Ho- 
nors they give to the B. Virgin and the Saints, are to be 1n- 
terp reted by this Proteſtation : That they have no _ 

God, 


By the Religious Worſhip of Creatures. 3l 
© Þ| God, but the Creator of the World, nor Lord, but the * 
” | Saviour of mankind. Bur if they in this manner aſftre 
& themſelves, and would encourage others : I beſeech them 
at Fo conſider,and would to God, they would all conſider but 
Y Þ. this one thing : Thar if the Sin of Idolatry cou'd not take 
* place, where there is ſuch a Proteſſion, and ſuch a Faith in 
'0 F one God (though I more. than ſear the contrary ;) yet the 
& | Sainr-Worſhip of the Roman Church, does approach 1o very 
i” F cearit, and is fo very like it, that even this, (if no more 
7 || were to be faid) ſhould be a ſufficient Reaſon to deter us 
5 Þ fom /#. A Woman that is faithful to her Husband, will 
YN vo: only forbear doing the utmoſt Injury to him, by giving 
d his Bed to another ; bur ſhe will avoid all thoſe Familiari- 
ff tis and Careſſes with any other man, which are ſcanda- 
6 ſous, which lead to the laſt Treachery, and which would 
provoke her Husband's Jealouſie. Now God has deſcribed 
al If peoples Relation to him, by the Relation of a Wife. to 
* If ter Husband, not only in the 014 7e/tament, but in the 
f New; from w hence it is, that the Worſhip of other Gods 
is called Fornication , Whoredom and Adultery. Thus 
God charged the Fews, for znflaming themſelves with Idols, I. 57. s. 7, 
mder every green Tree, and ſetting up their Beds upon 
. every lofty and high Mountain, and enlarging their Bed, 
> F{ tecauſe they had many Idbls. Thus it was faid of 1/ract, 72m, 4.5. g, 
/ that ſhe had zhrough the Lightneſs of her Whoredoms, de- 
) Mild the Land, and committed Adultery with Stocks and 
” EStmes. This is the Language of the whole 162h. Chap. of 
? Pk, where God threaten'd to judge the Jews, as Wome 
* that break Wedlock are judged, and would give them their 
ward in Fury. 
Now ſuppoſing, that there were no other Idolatry in 
” Ftte Nature of the thing, no other ſpiritual Whoredom 
” Jud Fornication, but Worſhipping that for God, which is. 


! f'0tGod ; and that if we do but make this difference, be- 
: tween 


32 


The Jealouſie of God provoked. 


tween the Worſhip that we give to God, and that which 
we give to his Courtiers and Favorites, that ſtill we Ac. 
knowledge them to be Creatures, and not God's, Servants 
and not Lords ; and ſo do not give them tha: laſt and gj. 
ſtinguiſhing Honor, which to give would , by the Con. 
feſlion of all, be ſpiritual Adultery in the higheſt degree, 
Suppoſing this, Ifay ; yet let us in the Name of God cop. 


ſider, that to give Religious Worſhip to Creatures, as wel 


as to God ; to fall down to Images, as well as to God; and 
to give almoſt quite throughout the ſame outward Expref. 
ſions of Honor, of Faith, of Love, of Religious Expedy- 
tion and Dependence to the B. V.and to Saints and Angels, 
which we give to God ; if it be not downright whoredom, 
is yet a whoriſh Behaviour, and more than ſufficient to 
provoke the Lord to Jealouſie. I cannot but ſpeak in the 
Language of the Scripture, upon an Argument that the 
Scriptures fo largely treat of in this Language. 

It is worthy of much Obſervation, that God gives this 
very Reaſon, why he prohibited the Worſhipping of Imv- 
ges: For I the Lord thy God, am a jealous God. And that 
we might not think it a light matter, to provoke his Jex 
louſie ; he adds, aud 7 vifit the Sins of the Fathers, up 


the Children to the third aud fourth Generation of them 


that hate me. | know who they are, . that would fain be- 
lieve the Worſhip of no other Images, but thoſe of the 


Gods of the Gentzles,to be forbidden in the ſecond Com- 


mandment. But I muſt needs fay, upon this Occaſion, that if 


. that had been the only deſign of that Commandement ; 


it is very ſtrange,that God ſhould note the Worſhipping df 
the Heathen Gods, with no other penalty, than that 
which his Fealoufie would inflict : For to have any other 
God's beſides him, is without all queſtion, ſpiritual Whore- 
dom ; and had been threatned with Divorce, if the Pro- 
hibition of fo great a Crime, had needed the of Sanftion of 


any. 
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By giving Religious Worſhip to Creatures. 

any expreſs Threatning. But when he threatens the Wor- 
fhip of Images, with the Effects of his Jealouſie : it ſeems 
plain, that he -means ſuch Image-Worſhip, as is conſiſtent 
with acknowledging him to be our Only . God. And yet 
this 15 the leaſt of all thoſe Reaſons, by which it appears to 
me, that he forbids in this Commandment, the Worſhip 
of all Images whatſaever. I deny not therefore, but a man 
may kneel, may kiſs, may incenſe, may proſtrate himſelf, 
oF pray before an Image ; and all this while aſcribe no 
Divinity to it, nor take it to be his God. So likewiſe he 
may Pray, and make Vows, and offer Thanks and Prayſes 
$ the Saints, and to the B. Virgin, and not take them nei- 
ther for his Gods. But becauſe God is the peerleſs Majeſty 
of Heaven and Earth, he will be ſerved with a peerleſs 
Worſhip ; he will therefore have no ſuch things as theſe 
done in Religion, nor Creatures. to have Reſpet ſhewn 
them, that look ſo like to the Worſhip which he requires 
himſelf. Why do I fay, /o {ike > That which they give to 
theB.V. and to the Saints, is almoſt the very fame. Burt if 
we do fuch things as theſe, it will not ſerve our turn, 
to _ That we ſtill keep the inward Adoration of Spirit 
and Truth intirely for bim,..though we thus honor his Crea- 
tures with Religious Rites, and Services ; any more than.it 
would excuſe a Woman, that.had given all the Favors and 
Liberty to another Man, that could provoke her Husband's 
Jealouſie, to-fay, (though ſhe could fay it with Truth) 
thet {he 'remembred all the while who was her Huzband, 
and whateyer Liberties beſides ſhe ufed, that the had :(ill 
keptthis Bed undefiled. 


* This Conſideration 1 could not forbear to uſe ; and that 


1n Compaſſion to thoſe, whoſe Prejudices will not let them 
ec] the Senſe of thoſe Reaſonings; by which we prove the 
Roman Church to be guilty of downright Idolatry. Forif 


the fear of God's Fea/oufre, would keep them from giving 
| F thoſe 
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thoſe Honors to the. Saints, which look fo like Divine Ho- 
nours, if they are not ſo ;-we ſhould gain our end upon 
them, though not by the force of the beſt arguing the 
Caſe will bear : And this is our End, That God miy not be 
any more diſhonour'd, and their Salvation hindred, by the 
unchriſtian Doctrines and Practices of this fort. I have 
therefore now proceeded upon this Suppoſition, that they 
are not guilty of perfect Idolatry, in t..ofe things which 
we complain of, and yet ſhewn what urgent Cauſe there 


is upon another Account, for a Reformation of them. But 


F conclude this, with profeſſing, That I have ſuppoſed them 
not guilty of that fearful Crime, only to. make way for 
another Argument, fince all Arguments are to be uſed in 
ſo important a Matter, that have a Foundation of Truth; 
but not in diſtruſt of thoſe Arguments, which prove them 
guilty of it. | | 


\. 7- 


The fecond thing I propounded was, to ſhew the begin 
nings of this ſtrange Worſhip amongſt Chriſtians, which 
they offer in the Church of Rome:to the B. Virgin; and to 
the Saints. For I muſt not forget, that M. de Meaux pre 
tends, that his Church in theſe things teaches as the Pri 
mitive Church taught, and that ſhe does what the teaches 
with all A4tiquzry. | 

But what if nothing of all this,was either Taught or done 

inthe Church for 360 years after Chriſt > M. de M. ſays, 
that thoſe of the Pretended Reformation (obliged by the 
ftrength of Truth) begin to. acknowledge, that the cuſtom if 


' Praying t0'Saints, and honoring their Reliques,was Eſtabliſs 

- ed even in the fourth Age of the Church. This he takes dl 

eccaſions to infinuate ; and with theſe colours he ſerves] 

himſelf to. repreſent. the Reformation as odioufly 9-0 % : 
. y PR 


Preſumed upon by M. de M, without any color. 35 | 
| deviſe. Thus he tells us in his Paſtoral Letter ; But above | 


: all what horror are they worthy of, who caſt the Accuſation 
. [of Idolatry] upon the whole Church, aud alſo on the Church © |: Þ. 29+ | 
» | of the firſt Ages » Where he takes it for granted, that the | 
4 Honour and Innocence of the #7/# A4zes muſt ſtand or fall 
© | with the Cauſe of the Roman Church :; and fo takes occaſi- 


on to accuſe us of a great and fearful Crime, viz. That we 
; caft the accuſation of [dolatry upon the while Church, even 
'e || the Church of the firſt Ages : He had obſerved but juſt be- 
x || fore, that zhoſe who bear falſe and ſcandalous Witneſs againſt 
m || a» Innocent Perſon, are Condemned to the ſame puniſhment 
| which the Crime of which they bear Witneſs, did deſerve, 
| | had i been found true. And therefore we deſerve before 
1, if men, the Horror which is due to [dolatry, and ſh-ll receive 
m | the j#/# puniſhment thereof in the ſight of Grd, If this Rule 
. | be true, and we muſt incur the Penalties of 74.larry, if 
we falſly accuſe others of it ; M. de Meaux ought to re- 
et upon himſelf; who having accuſed us of falſly accuſing 
the Firs? Ages in this matter, ſupports his Accuſation by 
in. | faking theſe two things for granted : Firſt, that we ac- 
*< || fnowledge the 1Uluftrious Fourth Age to have requeſted the Bid: 
ito Nl Prayers of Martyrs, and honored Reliques ; as the pretended 
re IN Catbolicks have done fince: Secondly, that the Fourrh Age 
Pj | Xing granted them, the firſt 7hree muſt be theirs in 
hes | courſe, If M. de Meaux be faf: upon theſe Grounds ; we 
If ave no great cauſe to apprehend the Horrors and P»nijh- 
lone © nents of falſe Accufation.. And if this be all he hath to fay, 
ye, tis but a very ſlender ground for an Appeal to the Primi- 
| the © ve Church, and to all Antiquity. For neither have the. 
mo Reformed acknowledged heretofore, nor do they now begts x2, p. 8, 
liſh | # acknowledge, that the Cuftoms of the Roman Church in _ 
5 gll | theſe points, were eſtabliſhed in the Fourth Age .of the 
-rvs | Church. Nor if they did acknowledge it, would this Ac- 
» can] Kknowledgment give away the Primtive Church, and al 
ISL} £ Antiquity, 
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Antiquity in favour of Praying to Saints, and worſhipping 


of Images and Reliques; unleſs the. firft three Ages were 
leſs Antient and Primitive,than thoſe that followed. | 

That which we acknowledge, is not rhat Saznr-Worſtiy 
was E/talliſhed in the Fourth Age ; but this, that towards 
the latter end of the Fourth Age, ſome unhappy occaſions 


were given, for the Eſtabliſhing of that Worſhip in after 


Ages; which we could with had never been given, and 
which the Great Men of thoſe Dayes (we have reaſon to be- 
lieve) would have prevented, if they had been Prophets 


as well as holy Men, and foreſcen the Miſchieſs, into which | 


they were ripened;by the Superſtition of after-times. _. 
I ſhall therefore demonſtrate, that *tis a vain thing for 
the pretended Catholicks to preſume, that they have the 
Authority of the three Firſt Ages, for-the worſhip of. Saixr 
tmages and Reliques, upon ſuppoſition that the Dottors, 
towards the cloſe of the Fourth Age, were theirs in thek 
Points. And then Iſhall not fear, to give the trueft Ac 
count I can,of thoſe PraCtices at that time, which grew ab 
terward into the Superſtitions we now complain of. 
Monfieur de Meaux ayes, [t will not appear wery likeh 
that M. Daille fhould underſtand the ſentiments of the Fe 
thers of the three firſt Ages, better than thoſe who gathertd, 
as I may ſay, the Succeſſion of their Dottrine after their 
deaths. Theſe Gentlemen, I perceive, will content them 
ſelves with any pretence, to ſhift off the Tryal of their Do 
Arines and Practices, by the Authority of the three Firſt 
Apes, 'For whether that be /zke/y,: or not which M. 'd& 
-Meanx here puts ; yet I hope we may look into the Writ 
ings of the moſt Primitive Fathers, to ſee how things went 


In their times. And 2 zs very likely that. M. Daille might 
underſtand the fentiments of the Fathers of the 7hree firll 


Apes, as well as he underſtood the Sentiments of thoſe d 


the Fourth, And fo long as we can have recourſe to the 
undoubted 


"OO Em © Ak wo in hm rn: oe: ies 


it, 


,*. Preſumed upm, &c. + 


undoubted Writings-'of the three firſt Ages, we may pet . 


the Doctrine of thoſe Fathers this way, with a little more 


Afurance, then by gueſſing what their Sentiments were, ' 


from the Books of their Succeſſors : Which every reaſona- 
ble Man muft acknowledge, unleſs it be reaſonable to: ſup- 
poſe that the Fathers of the Three firſt Agey, did nat wnder- 
find their own Sentiments, fo well as the Fathers of the 
Fourth #nder/tood them. oo | TI 

Now in the firſt place, the profound Silence of the three 
Firſt Ages, and the better half of the Fourth, as to the 
Worſhip of the B. Virgin and the Saznrs, and their [mages 
and Re/zques, ſhould be enough to determine the firſt Point 


in queſtion. And this Silence is not only direaily cenfeſ- 


ſed by ſome of our Adverfaries, but as efte&tually confeſſed 


by the reſt, that labor to find ſome hints of theſe-PraQtices 


in theſe primitive Fathers ; but by ſuch Interpretations and 
Conſequences, that tis almoſt as great a ſhame to confute, 


#to make them. 'Now the Silence of theſe Fathers ought - 


not to be rejected, as an incompetent Proof, becauſe it is 


but a Negative. For ſince we pretend; that theſe Practices: 


ae Innovations and were never heard of in the. Ancient 
Church : It is not reaſonable to demand a better Proof of 
it, than that in their Books, fome of which give large 
and particular Accounts of their Worſhip, and of their 
Dodtrines concerning Worfhip, we can no where meet 
with the leaſt Intimation or Footltep of them. Would. 


our Adverfaries have us bring expreſ; 'Feſtimonies- out of 
the Fathers againſt theſe 'thiogs, as if they wrote and diſ-- 
:puted /by,the Spirit of Prophecy, againſt thoſe Corruptions 
that ſhould ariſe, ſeveral Ages after they were dead 2 We: 


have, as I\ſhall ſhew, other ways ot diſcovering their Sen- 


tinients, -beſides this, that they make not the leaſt mention: 
of theſe Services. '' But:to Hemand more than their perp-tual 
Sthenceintheſs Gaſes, is: unreaſonable ; becauſe no ſatisfacto- 


ry 
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ry Account can be given of it, but this, That the Worſhip 


we ſpeak of, was indeed no part of their Religion. Had 


* it been ſome indifferent Rite or Ceremony, that we con- 


Salmer. in 
Tim. 2. Diſp. 8. 


tend about ; this Argument from the Silence of the Fa. 
thers, againſt its Antiquity, might with ſome Colour be 
rejected ; becauſe it were unreaſonable to expect, that they 
ſhould take notice in their Writings, of every Cuſtom of 
how little moment ſoever. And yet we find, that in mat- 
ters even of this ſlight nature in compariſon, they have not 
been wanting,to give us very much Information. But it is 
altogether incredible. that ſo notable and famous a Part of the 
the Worſhip of Chriſtians, as that which is now given to 
the B. Virgin, and to the Saints, ſhould not be mentioned by 
any one of them, if it had been the Cuſtom of thoſe times, 
Tuſtin Martyr, Athenagoras, Tertullian, Minutins Felix, 
all the Apelogiſts, or at leaſt one of them, would have tx 
ken ſome notice of it ; eſpecially, ſince this part of their 
Religion, would have needed Expoſition and Defence, more 
than all the reſt ; for it would have made them obnoxious 
to the Recriminations of the Heathens ; and brought all 
their own Arguments upon themſelves,which they had uſed 
againſt the Heathens, in Defence of their own Worſhip- 
ping the one God, and him only. 

But perhaps they all agreed toconceal this Saint-Worſhip 
fromthe Heathens, for the ſame Reaſon why Sa/meron thinks, 
the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts concealed it at firſt from both 
Jews and Gentiles, becauſe,torſooth,it had been hard to require 
zt of the Fews (who had been taught to pray to God on- 
ly, and to Worſhip none but him) a»d by publiſhing it, 
Occaſion had been given to the Gentiles to think, that many 
God's were now offered them, inflead of thar multitude of 
God's which they had forſaken. A very likely Reaſon, thus 
far ; That if this had been the DoQrine of the Church, 
it was highly neceſlary to keep it ſecret, till Heathen ow 
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atry were extinguiſhed; and none ſhould be-left to up- 
braid the Chriſtians, with removing the old Gods of the 
Heathens, to make way for new ones of their own. And 
without all doubt, thoſe that were prevail'd upon in every 
Perſecution, by Force and Flattery,to revolt from Chriſtia- 
nity ; though they had been falſe to the reſt of their Reli- 
gion, yet were true to this Secret of it ; and never diſco- 
vered to the Heathens, that (whatever the Church pretend- 
&d,) they had been taught to fay 4ve Maries to the B. Vir- 
gin, and to Worſhip her, and the dead Saints and Martyrs, 
with Prayers an] Hymns, &c. I thank this Jeſuit howe- 
yer, for confeſſing ſo manifeſt a Truth, that-this Adoration 
of Saints was not fit to be expoſed to the Gentiles. But if 
Matters were carried thus, I think they were not carried 
with great Sincerity. This might be like the Policy of 
Jeſuits ; but it did not by any means become the Simplicity 
of Chriſtians. And yetl think, a Feſuzt would hardly have 
carried a Secret in his S/eeve, fo dangerous to be diſcover- 
ed; and ſo impoſlible to be concealed. For that the Church 
ſhould have the good Fortune, to conceal it for above 300 
Years, from the Idolatrous Philoſophers, and Prieſts of the 
Gentiles, was of all other things, that paſled in that long 
time, the moſt miraculous ; and requires ſach a Faith to be- 
leve it, as believes a thing the more, the more incredible 
it is. But though this, in the Opinion of all indifferent 
perſons, will be a ſufficient Prejudice againſt ſuppoſing, 
that the Church kept her DoQrine and Practice from the 
Knowledge of her Enemies ; Yet I believe it will be aſtron- 
ger. Prejudice againſt it, amongſt thoſe (of which number 
I profeſs my ſelf to be one) that honor the Memories of 
the Ancient Martyrs, and love them for their Conſtancy 
to the Death, in adhering to our dear Lord and Maſter 
Feſus ; that this crafty Deſign, is no way reconcileaþle to 
Wat Spirit. of Integrity, which. the Goſpel frames. wm 
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Celſ. lib. 2.3. 


Tbid, lib. 7- 3, 


Orig. lib. 1. 
Cont. Cel. 


The filence of the three Firſt gets, 
if we are True Chri/tzans ; and of which they, if any, 
were undeniable Exatiiples. One would think therefore, 
that if the ZZeathens knew no ſuch Dottrines and Practice 
amongſt the Chri/tzans, that the EhrifFians had none ſuch 
to be known. And in the Opinion of Salmerox himſelf; had 
thoſe known any ſuch thing, theſe had not failed to have 
heard of it. Why then did they not charge the Chriſtians 
with Worſhipping the B. Virgin, when nothing would have 
been more pertinent and appoſite 2 I will give one -In- 
ſtance of this Queſtion, ſo clear and full,- that it ſhall 
render all others ne:dlefs. There was nothing that Celſus in: 
ſiſted upon, againſt the Chriſtians Worſhipping Fefus Chrift, 
with more Spite and Triumph, then that Feſns was, as 
he called him, 'a mo/t wile Perſon; Taken, Beaten and Cru 
cefied. Tt was for this he ſcorned the Chriſt ;ans, that they 
ſhould count him the Sor of God; and Worſhip bin 
now dead,who lived and died ignominiouſly. It muſt be un- 
eaſie to a Chriſtian, to write or to read his Blaſphemies upon 
this Occaſton. But there is one place that I muſt not forbezr; 
and that is, Where the forefaid Wretch, brings in a Jew, and 
with- the Jew, does himſelf upbraid Feſas, That he was 
Born in a little-Town of Judza, and that of a wandring Wr 
man,. miſerably poor, that ſpan for her living ; who was al- 
ſo for Adultery chrown out. of doors, by the Carpenter her 
Husband; and being thus driven away by bim, and wandring 
up and down in a baſe faſhion, brought forth Jeſus in a Core 
zer, Thus did that accwrſerl Villain, blaſpheme the Bleflet 
Virgin, in deſpite to Je/ws her moſt Holy 'Soti; T fay ih 
"deſpite to him, becauſe he was worſhipped by - the 'Chrift> 
dns. By bringing forth the Execrable Stories of the Jews 
concerning the Mother, the Impious Infidel deſigned to 
make the Church of God aſhamed of Worſhipping her 
Son; whom he ſought to diſparage this way, as well as 


by objecting the Poverty of his Life, and the Igor 
” 0 
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y, | of his Death, But ſuppoſe, I beſeech you , that the 
e | Church in thoſe days had honored the Mother of 7e/as, 
5 | little leſs than Feſas himſelf; that the had been called the | 
h | Queen of Heaven; that the Story of her Aſſumption had 
& | been then invented; tat ſhe had been Worſtipped as the q 
1 | Lady of th: World, and ſerved with Prayers, and Vows, « 
s | and Incenſe, and with al, or with any of thoſe Religious | 
'6 || Rites, that ſhe is now 'ſerved with : would that ſpiteſul 
n- | Wretch, have failed to reproach the enemies of his Gods 
1 | with fo plain a matter of Reproach » Did he think they 
1- | hid reaſon, to be. aſhamed of making ſo helpleſs and 
f | fo wifortunate a man, as the Pagans took Jeſns to be, the iz, :; x. 
as || object of a mot excillent Worſhip ; and would he not have 
+ | thought it a greater ſhame, if they had given a. ſaperex- 
wy | cent worſhip, to ſo helpleſs and fo ſcandalous a woman, as 
» || the falſe Miſcreant reckoned the Mother to be > Did they 
n» © infuit over the Chriſtians for making a God of the Sor of 
mn | fuch a Mother > What would they have faid, if the Church 
r; | had given then the leaft occaſion to ſuſpe that it had 
1d | made a Goddeſs of the Mother her ſelf 2 But of this not 
2s | one word 1s to be met with,in all the Reproaches of the In- 
7 © fidal ; no nor of 7rypho'or Cecilius,or any:of the moſt bit- 
1]. | ttr enemies of the Chriſtian names, for the three firſt 
er | Ages ; where it lay as fair to be taken up, as Argument 
nm | 4nd Occaſion could make it. What Account then is 'tv be 
jr. © given of this Omiſſion 2 It was no Omitſlion of theirs at all ; 
|| The Church had not yet given 'them this Handle againſt 
# | itflf: No ſuch things as theſe were known-amonglt Chr7- 
t || hiavs, and therefore; their Enemies 'did- not lay them to 
os | their Charge : Their 'Enemies, I fay, who falſly accuſed 
to || them, as to other matters, upon the moſt ſlight and frivo- 
ier | ſous Occaſions. They accuſed them of Worſhipping, an 
as | 4fe's Head ; of killing a Child at their Solemn Aſſemblies; 
ny || 4nd of Adultery and Znceſt, as you may lee. in __— 
0 G Felix 
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Cyril, contra 
Julian l. 6. 


What wgs ſaid of the B. Virgin, 

Felix, and elſewhere ; and all this upon the moſt ridiculous 
Grounds imaginable. But it ſeems the Chri/#/axs paid Re 
ligious Worſhip to the Yirgiz, and to dead Men and Is. 
men ; and their watchful Enemies were content to ſay ne. 
ver a word of it. Alas! theſe wiſe Men did not know,that 
the Chriſtians derided them, for ſuch things as theſe ; per- 
haps they were always deaf, when it was told them, that 
the Chriſtians did the ſame rhings themſelves ; or they had 
quite forgotten it, when it was moſt proper to remember it; 
or were ſo ſilly, as not todiſcern the Advantage they were 
to make of it ; or ſo imprudent, as'to accuſe them of other 
things which could be eafily diſproved, rather than toaccuſ 
them of thoſe things which could rot be denied. Zhe Chib 
dren of this World,were now grown Fools intheir Generation, 
He that can believe theſe things, let him believe them! 

I ſhall add this only, that when the leaſt Occaſions were 
once given,to fuſpet that the Martyrs were worſhipped 


See Mr.Mede*s the Church,the Heathens immediately laid hold on the Pre: 


Apoſtacy of 
rhe later 
Uumes. 


tence, eſpecially Ful;an and Eunapius, who urged the Ac- 
cufation with all the ſtings of Malice ; as their Predecef 
ſors in this Cauſe againſt Chri/#, would certainly have done; 
had there been the leaſt Colour for it. WE 

But to return to the Virgin Mary: We have ſeen that:in 
theſe latter Ages, the Doctrine of her Worſhip is grown to 
be no mean part of the Body of Divinity, with the Doctors 
of the Roman Church. There 1s no end of writing Books 
in her Honor, .and to excite and dire&t Devotion to her. 
A Sermon cannot be preached, but ſhe muſt be addreſſed 
to with an Ave Mary : Nor a large Volume Written, . but 
'tis odds, that it is concluded with Praiſe to God, and to the 
Virgin Mother Mary. One would therefore expe, to find 
all things full of Veneration and Addreſs to the B. Virgin, 
in the Writings of the Primitive Fathers, that is, to meet 


with.it at every turn 1n their Expoſitions of the _ 1n 
p fy 
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By the Fathers of the Three Firſt Ages. 


their Exhortations to Devotion and Piety, and in all their 
Homilies to the. people. But if you look for any ſuch 
thing, I will be bold to fay, you will loſe your labour ; un- 
le it were ſome SatisfaQion to find, that the World is ve- 
ty much altered from what it was, and the State of Reli- 
gion not a little changed. q 

But the worſt is, that what theſe Fathers fay of her, is 


| but very little in Compariſon; and that not of ſet purpoſe, 


but incidentally and occaſionally, as they were led to it 
by other things. I know not how the Fathers can be ex- 
cuſed, but that the Scriptures ſpeak, as ſparingly of her,asthey. 
It were ſomething however, if their occaſional Paſſages 
concerning her, intimated a greater Regard to her Ser- 
vice in their PraQtice, than they have ſhewn in their Wri- 
tings ; or if they diſcovered but ſome obſcure Prints and 
Footſteps of fuch a Devotion to her, as we ſeek for. 
L&t us therefore ſee, after what manner they ſpeak of the 
B; Virgin. | 
"Tobſerve, that the higheſt Strains in her Praiſe, run up- 


am a Compariſon between her and Eve. Thus Juſtin omg 
Martyr, who fays very little elſe of her tells us, that Eve Paris FOO 


being a Virgin conceived by the Word of the Serpent, and 
lrought forth Death : But the Virgin Mary receiving the 
Meſſage of the Angel, conceived in Faith, therefore that 
phich was born of her was Holy, viz. the Son of God. He 
proves alſo againſt 7rypho, that Chriſt was to be born of a 
Virgin, according to the Prophets. | 

-Aﬀter 7u/tin comes Irexzus, and with greater circum- 
ſance purſues the forementioned Compariſon, againſt theſe 
ſtupid Hereticks, that denied' God to be the Creator of all 
things, and that he uſed his own Works. For againſt 
theſe renzus amongſt other Arguments,produced this, That 
Chrift took Fleſh of Mary. And then he procceds to ſhew, 


how convenient it was, that he ſhould.be Born of a Y7rgin. 


G 2 Firſt 


þ+ 299, 


44 What was ſaid of the B. Virzin, 
". 12.5. Firſt he oppoſes the diſobedience in the caſe of the Forbid. 


© 48: 19 den Tree, by which Sin came into the World, to that oe. 


dience which was performed upon a Tree, by him that 
brought Life to the World. He oppoſes alſo the Cheat that 
was put upon Eve, to the .7ruth that was told Mary. He 
oppoſes the Virgin Eve, now deſigned to be a Wife, to the 


: - : k . . | 
Virgin Mary who was alſo. eſpouſed - and the Virgin Exe || 
deceived by an evil Angel, 'to. the Virgin) Mary believinga | | 
The Word which I tranſlate Comforter, is good Angel. And, fay es he, as Eve \ 
in Latin — _ whence _ was ſeduced and fbrſook God, ſo Ma. \ 
and Fevardentizs conclude very ab(urdly in . . | | 
behalf of Invocation of bs tho ven fg ry w as induced 4 0 06 EY God, / hat the \ 
had meanr, what we uſually underſtand-by L, iIrgin Mary might be a C omforter of f 
Advocate. Bur by the fidelity of the. £ atir.- the Viroin Eve:: and that as Mankind v 
Tranſlator in keeping to the Eccleſiaſtical Z -#>—* oP" ab" 
uſe of words, it ſeems evident, that the Was 7 hroaugh a Virgin _ _ to V 
Greek word in JIreneus was T4coraures, o. they {boul, e relea 
which how 1rt is to be Tries ſee M. co n fe th JN fp ” "O. Fi 4 F 
Daille, who has largely treated this matter, 7-70ug? 4 Virgin. $1 2 4 72 OC k 
and I doubt norto iay, has made an end.of ?hus ri htly ballanced againſt another, 1 
ic, De Relig. Cultus ObjeF. p. 41+ &c. the if, bedience of 2 Virgin, by the 0 
the Obedience of a Virgin. The ſum of all is this, That there I '< 
appeared a notable Congruity in divers reſpe&s,that as Eve i f 
2 Virgin led the firſt man Adam into tranigreſſion,in whom 
all Mankind fell; fo the Virgin Mary brought forth him I | 
into the World, the ſecoxd Adam, the 'Lord from Heaven, | 
who was to redeem all Mankind. No honeſt Man will A 
g0 about to make leſs of theſe Paſſages, but he'muſt be a E as 
very ſubtle man, that can make more of them. = = 
And yet Fevardentius triumphs in this Teſtimony, as if in 
ke had found here the Primitive Churchand all Antiquity,  D 
for the Invocation of the B, Virgin. . And no leſs ſatisfied F th, 
he was, with a like ſtrain of rex2us againſt thoſe Hereticks, | 7; 
. 1n another place,who ſaid, That ChriFf# !0ok wothing from the | Pe 
Adv. Her. lib, ... --. 7 | 
3c. 32. 23. Pirgin Mary, and by conſequence that ſhe was not really Þ +4; 
his Mother, nor he really, but only ſeemingly, a May. F « 
'Y 


Now amongſt other things /rene@us argues the Commaryyirom 


By th? Fathers of the Three Firſt Ages. A5 


the congruity of our Saviours being born of a Yirgin, that 
a Virgin might bringas much good to the World, as a Virgin 
had done miſchief; whereby 1t became plain, that God de- 
fea'ed the Devil in a congruous way, who by the Virgin 
Ene had ſeduced 44am, and brought death upon his Poſte- 
rity-. But why did not 7rexzxs complaſh, that this Heref: 
overthrew the very. Foundation, upon. which the Churc 
gave a ſuper-cxcellent Worſhip to Mary, viz. becauſe ſhe 
was the Mother of God 2 nay, why did not he ſilence this 
wild Conceit, by alledging the Worſhip which ſhe every 
where received upon this account 2: Fevardentius elſewhere 
makes a mighty matter of 7 enzus his. preſſing Hereticks 
with Catholick Tradition. Why therefore was not ſo ob- 
vious and convincing an Argument, as the Catholick Tradi- 
tion and prattice of worſhipping the Yirgin Mary, brought 
forth upon this occaſion 2 Even: becauſe there was no ſuch 
Tradition or Practice to be alledged, as any man that is not 
overruled with prejudice muſt confeſs: '*Tis a fign that an- 
cient Teſtimonies run very low with them, when they are 
fin to'make much of theſe. Es Re: 

But if /reneus forgot this Argument, 'tis ſomething 
ftrange that Zertullian after him ſhould forget it too. For 
vriting againſt the ſame ſtupid 'opinions, he uſes juſt the 
P_—_ that /reneus had done. before him. The Imaze 
and Similitade of God, faith he being captivated by the 
Devil, God recovered it by * a Work that defeated the Devil * #mula ope- 
in his own way, For the word that was a Foundation of Tere. ge came. 
Death had crept intoEve,being yet aVirgin,and agreeably by Chriſti c. 27, 
the word that ſtould reſtore life, was to be received ly a: gag 
Virgin ; that Mankind who by means of that Sex fell into ; 
Perdition, might through the ſame. Sex be recovered to Sab 
vation. Eve had believed the Serpent, Mary hath believ- 
ed Gabriel. The Offence which the former hath committed 
in believing, the latter hath blotted out by believing. i 

what 
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What was ſaid of the B. Virgin, 
what he means by 4lotting out Eve's Offence, is plain from 
what follows, that Mary brought forth him who was to ſaw 
even his Murderers, and that Chriſt was to come of her for 
the Salvation of Man. What Tertullian ſays of her beſide, 
15 very little and by the bye; as that ſhe was a Y7rgin,becauſe 
Chriſt was ſaid to be made of a Woman : And that being 


born of her, he was therefore of the Houſe of David; and 


the like. 

. Clemens Alexandrinus, to illuſtrate a Moral Leſlon, tells 
us, That Mary was a peric& Virgin afrer the Birth of her 
Sor, and mentions a particular proof of it, which ſome 
affirm'd. And farther he fays not, that I can remem- 


er. | 

His Scholar Origen acknowledged alſo the perpetual Vir. 
ginity of Mary: And in his ZZomilies upon the firſt Chap- 
ter of St. Lake, where he could not avoid ſpeaking of her,he 


In Luc. Hom.7- hath theſe paſlages. Some bedy,fays he,7 know not who, hath 


run into ſuch a madneſs as to afirm that Mary was renounced 
by our Saviour,inaſmuch as after his Birth, ſhe was joymed 


Conteo.pl. of to Joſeph. Now if the Church had then believed the 


Life, &c. 


. our  Savionr denied her. 


Story of her 4ſumption ( which hath been ſo poetically de- 
ſcribed to us of late : ) If the Church had then, for an hun- 
dred and fifty years together ſerved her as the Queen of Heu- 
ven,with ſolemn Rites of Worſhip: That man who ventured 
todiſparage the B.Virgin in this faſhion, was fooliſh ro Admt 
ration. But if Origen knew, that the Church. had given 
her theſe Honors from the beginning ; he wiſe was enough 
to have ſtopped this Madman's month with thit Argument. 
or rather to have faid nothing of him ; ſince no body could 
necd any inſtruftion to hold him for a ridiculous Fellow. 
But he thought fit to inſtru@ the people, how they ſhould 
anſwer this man ; and that in this manner : ./f Mary was 


' pronounced. Bleſſed in thoſe hymns . that were -uttered by 


the inſtinct of. the holy Spirit ;- How: caw any marſay, that 
| Origen 


By .the Fathers of 'the Three Firſt Apes. 
- Or17en ſpeaks very honorably of the B. Virgin ; but 
yet he repreſents her as an inſtance of humane Frailry ; 
and-one that needed Forgiveneſs of fins, as well as the A- 
poſtles : and that becauſe ſhe was offended,as he (it ſeems) 
was perſwaded at the Paſſion of Chri/?. What, ſays he, do 
we think that when the Ap ſiles were ſcandalized, that the 
Mother of our Lord was free from-it > And fo he interprets 
thoſe words, 4 Sword fhall pierce through thy own Soul 
alſo, by this paraphraſe,7he Sword of antelief ſhall pierce thy 
own Soul, and thou ſhalt be ſmitten with the edge of Doubtful- 
#:/s. I goubt it will not be convenient, to enquire of Or:- 
gen any further. | | 

As for Athenagoras, Minutius Felix St, Cyprian, Arnobi- 
ws Leftantins ; they have left us nothing at all concerning 
her ; unleſs St. Cyprian fays ſomewhere that Chriſt was 
conceived in the Womb of a Y7rgin, &c. But if that bz all, 
lam-ſure he neglected, ſome very inviting occaſions of pu:- 
tivg his People in mind of a great deal more ; which he 
ought not to have neglected, if the Doctrine of the Primz- 
tive Church concerning the B. YVirgin, had been the fame: 
with that of the pretended Catholick Church at this day. 
\ [And {> we are gotten out of the three firſt Ages. But per- 
taps Athanaſius makes amends for all that were before him, 
n the Sermon upon the nnzntiation of the Bleſſed Virgin. 
That Sermon I confeſs is a very ſurpriſing thing to any 
man, that conſi:!ers there was not the leaſt preparation 
or: the DoQrine it would pretend to eſtabliſh, in the fore- 
wing Ages. 'But then this (as well as many other things, 
that go under the name of A4thanaftus) is none of his ; as 
Bellarmin, and others of his party (o/liged by the Strength 
if Truth) have aQtually confeſſed. And in all probability, 
twas written no leſs than 348 Years aſter his Death. In 
lis genuine Works, there is more frequent mention of the 
Virgin,. then in the Fathers before him ; eſpecially in his 
3 Orations 
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Orations againſt the Arrians, which he wrote about the 
Year 360. But we muſt go further down, to find where 
her Worſhip began, for as yet there 1s no Appearance of 
W_— 

Hilary, who wrote about the ſame time, fays nothing 
new in this Matter. He does Induſtriouſly aſlert the Vir- 
ginity of Mary, which, and the like things, were done by 
ſome of thoſe that went before him. But of her Worſhip 
not a word. | | | | 

To conclude, the Fathers do generally ſpeak of her; 


without the Addition of any Title: of "Honor. , For the 


Rev. 19. 10s» 


moſt part they call her Mary : ſometimes the' YV:rgin ; the 
Aother of our Lord rarely, and the mother of God never, 1 
think, till the Church was obliged to guard the belief ofthe 
Divine Nature of Chri/?, by all kind of proper Expreſſions. 
And even then, this honourable Appellation,” was uſed not 
for her fake, but to ſecure the right Faith of our Lord's Di 
vinity, eſpecially againſt the Nef#orian Hereſie. In ſhort, 
the Proteſtants do cuſtomarily mention the Virgin Mother, 
with honorable Additions, beyond what the Fathers of the 
Three Firſt Ages did. But we Worſhip her juſt as they did, 
that 'is, not at all. For my own part, when I conſider 
that ſhe hid the Glorious Priviledge to be the Mother of 
God, 1 ſhould have much ado to forbear regretting the lit- 
tle Regard wherewith ſome of the Fathers ſpeak of her 


- ſometimes , but that I find our Saviour himſelf, in thok 


Y Luke 2. 49. 
Ch. 11. 29, 28. 
Foh. 2. 4+ 


* three Sayings concerning; her, which are reported in the 
Goſpels, not to Magnify her over greatly. And the. Truth 
is, I ſhould have wondred at-that too,” had not'the excels 
of later Devorion to her put me in mind, that the H. Wrr 
ters were guided by a Spirit of Prophecy, and have there- 
fore recorded nothing that Chrz/? ſaid to his moſt H. Mo 
ther, but. what might be of uſe in ſuch times as theſe. 


- 6: J 
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Concerning the Objett of Prayer. 
6 S. 


£ Let us now ſee whether the Religion of Praying to 
f | Martyrs and Saints, and Worſhipping their Images and 


Reliques, has the Authority of the Primitive Church 


and a Antiquity, It may very well be preſumed, that 
it has not, unleſs we think that the Fathers preferred 


Truth ; tho hitherto the Virgin and the reſt of the 
Kints were equal, as to any Religious Worſhip, neither 
ſhe nor they being yet thought of for that purpoſe ; 
yet when Superſtition at length began to creep into 
the Church, the Martyrs got the ſtart of the Virgin. 
1 |} lnproceſs of time her Worſhip overtopped theirs; bur. 
theirs began before her turn came. The moſt holy 
Religion of the Goſpel was delivered all at once; and, 
which is moſt conſiderable, it is the Religion which 
i; | God hath /ea/ed, and fo it was, and is all of a piece. 
qt, | ut the Corruption of that Religion coming on by de- 
r, If grees, as contingent Occaſions gave Birth and Growth 

x | © it, could not be regularly contrived, but would 

d; I reed 2 great deal of patching and mending, to bring 
er Wit to a Face of Uniformity. L.:75 25. na 

of | As for Praying} to, Saints; I. know not. how any 

Man can imagin, that the Primitive Fathers taught 

e {| nr uſed it, who conſiders in what Terms they taught 

fe I that God ozly was to be Invocated.: That they count-. 
he | d the Worſhip of- vocation, a better Sacrifice than: 
th | boſe which had. been offered to God;. as the Law of. 
fs Fa required, and which all acknowledge were to be 

ed to God oxly ; and that they argued the Divint- 
e | fof Chri/t, from hence that Prayers were to be offered. 


7 thim, "y .. SL 
" Treneus tells: us; that-the Church did nothing by In 


Wations of Angels, or Incantations to them, or any 0 .. 


8 [ker evil Carioffty. Fevardentius pretends, that this 
” ENT == 


the other Saints before the B. Virgin. But to fay the 
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| excludes evil Spirits only from being invoked. But 
Tren.b.2.6.57- Jet any unprejudiced Man judge by what follows. Bur 
ſays he, /he diredts her Prayers chaſtly, purely, and ma. 
nifeſtly to the Lord that made all things. Now accord. 
ing to Fevardentins he ſhould have added, and” to good 
Spirits alſa. For 'tis a vain thing to ſay, that he in. 
tended to oppoſe thoſe only that Worſhipped malicious 
Spirits ; ſince if this had been his Intention, the plain 
laws of Diſcourſe bad obliged him rather to omit the 
Worſhip of God in this oppoſition, than the Worſhip of 
good Spirits. And doubtleb upon this ſuppoſition, he 
would have ſaid, that we do wot uſe Prayers and Hymy 
to evil, but to good Spirits. : 
I cannot but fet down here the words of the Church 
of Smyrzain their Golden Epiſtle;concerning the Mar- 

tyrdom of Polycarp. It ſeems the Jews had ſugpefte 
that if the Chri/tzavs could gain his Body, they woulg 
perhaps forfake Chrif, and' Worſhip him, (their Loye 
and Reverence of that holy Man, their Biſhop, was f 
well known:) Againſt which ſuggeſtion the Smyrnzaxs 
thus declare themſelves. Theſe men know not that we 
can neither forſake Chriſt, who ſuffered for the Salvation 
of all that are ſaved, the Innocent for the Guilty; mr 
Wor ſhip any other. Him truly being the Son of God, we 
adore : But the Martyrs and Diſciples and Followers of 
the Lord, we juftly love, for that extraordinary good 
mind, which they have expreſſed toward their King and 
Maſter ; of whoſe happineſs God grant, that we may par 

take, and that we may learn by their Examples. Il 
Teſtimony of the Church of Smyrxa I rather produce 
in this place ; becauſe in two Ancient Manuſcripts 
ted by the moſt learned Arch. B. © ſer, the Latin 
See 45, uſer, Trandlation of their Proteſtation runs thus. We Chri 


Polic. or Anſw. [tjans caw never forſake ChrifF, who vouchſafed to ſuffer || 


Cale, d pelo great things fn our fins, nor gue away the Worſhi o 


ing to Saints. Prayer t0 any other, 
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Concerning the Objeft of Prayer. 
Clemens Alexandr. defines Prayer by its Relation 
to God, in'which (as (a) Be/armin acknowledges) he 
was followed by divers Fathers in the Fourth Century. 
But nothing can be more plain, than this Paſſage of 
his. Szxce there is but one good God, both We and An- 
gels pray to him (b) alone; that thoſe good things 


SI 


(a) ounie | 
Tos F Oedy. 


(b) Tap av 


may be gruen us, which we want, and thoſe continued Kbps, 


Strem, |. 7. p. 


which we have. Tf half fo plain a Teſtimony could ,.;. 


have been produced out of the genuine Writings of 
theſe Fathers, for praying to others beſides God » 25 
theſe are for praying to God alone ; I fear we ſhould 
have been counted very impud@&nt, in our Appeals to 
the Primitive Church, and the beſt Antiquity. The 
fime Perſon had ſaid not Tong before, We «do juſtly 
honor God by Prayer, and with Righteouſneſs we ſend up 
this beſt and moftf Holy Sacrifice. | | 
"And I find this to 'have been another gene- 
ral Notion of the Worſhip of Prayer amongſt the An- 
dents, that it was a Sacrifice much better, than thoſe 
thore ſenſible Sacrifices, that were either offered by 
the Gew77/es,or required by the Law of Moſes;and more 
pleaſing to God. Thus ſays TertuÞian; We ſacrifice for 
the Health and Safety of the Emperor, but we do it 
{0 our God, and his God; and we do it, as God hath 


tmmanded, with (c) pure Prayer,or purely with Prayer *: (c) pwayrece. 


fir ſo he'is to be underſtood, in ts much as he 0 


; ; _ 
{h'the Purity of Prayer, to the (d) Sacrifices of In- (a) Odvris ant 


tinſe and Vittims, And therefore, fays he, We pray 


anguinis. 


rather for "the Health of the Emperor, defiring it of 7 44 Sea, 


tim who can give it. This ſmart Writer, did in his 
way, very plainly repreſent our Doctrine in the fore- 
mentioned Saying. We Sacrifice, ſays he, but to our 
God, and his Gol There he repreſents Sacrifice, as 


'due to God only : But we do it, as God hath command- 
ed, with pure Prayer. There he repreſents Prayer as 
H | 


2 a Sa- 
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2 Sacrifice more Excellent, than that - of Ocors and 
Blood, which the Gentil:s offered. And can any 
thing be more evident, than that he appropriates this 
Sacrifice ſo to God, that it ought not to be given to 
any elſe > Thus a'fo he proves againſt the Fews, That 
we muſt now ſacrifice to God, -not earthly, but ſpiritual 
Sacrifices ; for "tis written, A contrite Heart, and ay 
Ad. Fud.c. 5, humble Heart,is a Sacrifice to God ; and elſewhere Off 
the Sacrifice of Praiſe,and pay thy Vows to the moſt FIyh, 
And therefore, a little after he affirms Chri# to be 
the High Preift of eternal Sacrifices, mn Oppoſition 
to thoſe that are aboliſhed. Nay, he ſays that the 
(e) Simplex & pure Offering, (e) foretold jin Malachy,. which all Ni 
rao Adv. Mi tions thould bring, is the Simplicity of Prayer from 
the pure Conſcience, which he elſewhere deſcribes by 
Bleſſing, and Praiſe, and Hymns ; and fo is the fame 
with Pure Prayer mentioned before.- This is enough 
to ſhew , that in his days, the Church would no 
more have offered Jxvocations of Prayer or Praiſe to 
any but to God ; then they would have offered Y;fims 
to any but to him, if they had been continued in the 
Service of the Church. 1 | 
And by. this we may ſee, in what ſort we are to 
underſtand that Offering for the Martyrs, which we 
me _ <3. read of in 7Tertallian and St. Cyprian. Says Tertullian, 
bs Demen © We make Oblations for them that are departed, in Me- 
mory of their Birth-days, i.e. of the Days wherein 
they were crowned with Martyrdomm. And thus St. 
_ Cyprian writing to the Church of Carthge, concern- 
ing Celerinvs, and making mention of his Uncles Lau- 
ON. Epift. 34- rentinus and [qzatius fays, We offer Sacrifice for them, 
6 you may remember, as often as we celebrate the Days 
«pon. which the Martyrs ſuffered, with an Anniverſar) 


Commemoration. And thus he writes to the Clergy of 


Carthage, concerning the Confeſlors, that ſhould dye 
| in 


Concerning the Objeft of. Prayer. 


.in Priſon. Nete-down the days of their death, 'that we 7 diſt. 37- 


may Celebrate their Commemorations amongſt the Memo- 
ries of the Martyrs, &c. The meaning of which is, 
that they gave Thanks, and offered Praiſes to God tor 
thoſe holy Perſons by name, who had conſtantly ſut- 
fered Death, for th= Faith of Chriſt. Theſe were 
the Sacrifices they offered for the Martyrs, the Sa-ri- 
fees of Praiſe ; not excluding, what by other Autho- 
rities is evident enough, the Sacrifice of Pravers for 
them too, and for all the departed Saints, that thev 
might at length obtain the promiſed Reſurrection. 1 
do not fay, that the Worſhip of Chriſtians conſiſted on- 


ly of theſe Sacrifices. They had the OZtion of Bre 1d See Mr. Mede 
and Wine beſides, before the Euchariſt; and the Re- = Hinchs 


preſentative Sacrifice of our Lord's Body and Blood is 
the Exchariſt. It is enough, that the. Religious Invo- 
cations of the Church, were teld to be the Worſhip of 


$acrifice, and that of (f ) a more excellent Kind, then (f) Sacrificis- 
the earthly Sacrifices of Jews and Gentiles, as 7ertal- 7% __ 
lian calls them. And let the pretended Catholicks tell a::jj 


us, to whom the Worſhip of Sacrifice ſhould be offered 
but to God. They have, I confeſs, kept the Stile of 
the Antient Church ; and pretend to Sacrifice to God, 
1nd to him only. But the Change which they have 
made in the Doctrine and Practice of the Charch, bath 
obliged them to apply that Sz3/e, otherwiſe than the 
Antient Church did. When they ſpeak of offering 


Sacrifice, as Monſieur de Meaux does in his Expoſition, 5? S- 3+ 4: 
we are according to the uſe of that Phraſe in their 


Writers, to underſtand nothing but the pretended $4- 
crifice of th? Maſs. But why muſt not the people be 
taught, that the Worſhip of. Prayers and Hymns is a 
Sacrifice too 2 For this was the current Doctrine of the 
Primitive Church., There is a good Reaſon for it ;  be- 
cauſe they do not pay this Worſhip to God alone, as 
the Primitive Church did. And 


Dh 
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| © And now as for thoſe paflages, concerning OZlations 
= 9p + and Sacrifices already produced, and many more to the 
P17 like purpoſe, that might be produced out of theFatheiz; 
I do not know how far a willing mind might go, to 

apply them to the Sacrifice of the Maſs. And when that 

is done, it 1s but a little ſtraining more, and they will 

interpret Gregory Nazzanzen to their own mind too; 


who1n his Funeral oration upon St. Baf/, thus ſpeaks of 


(s) 5; Swethim., And now he is in Heaven, (g) as 1 think be 
gore Pw offers Sacrifices for us and Prayers for the People. But 
] am confident Nazzanzey, did 'not fo much as think 
that Baſil ſaid maſs in Heaven for him and the People, 
| To proceed, Origen 1s as expreſs to this purpoſe 
as his Maſter Clemens Alex. He faith we muſt pray 
(b) Movw 29 zo him {h) alone that is God over all, and we mutt 
Fri 13» pray to the word of God his only begotten, and the firſt 
6:5. Orig.cotr. born of every Creature ; and 'we mult humbly beſeech 
Celj. ib.8: him, as our high Prieſt, to preſent our prayer (for it i 
known to him) to his Father and the Father of them 

that live acccording to the word of God. 
This is enough for one man to fay, in ſo plain a cafe, 
And yet I will add, what he fays about this matter, 
frem another common Argument, v/z. that the Divi- 
nity. of Chriſt is clearly gathered from our making pray- 
ers to him. For upon thoſe words of the Apoſtle. 
x With all that call upon: the Name of the Lord Jeſus, he 
Orig.in Decim. faith, that *he Apoſtle pronounces Jeſus Chriſt to be God, 
«d Rom. ib. 8: ;4 that his name is called upon ; and that to call upon 
the name of the Lord, and to adore God, is one and the 
ſame thing. The Reaſon of this which I have ventured 
to offer is, That Prayer does aſcribe, Omnipreſence, as 
well as other divine Perfe&tions, to the Being to which 
it is made. And this is that reaſon which 7ertullrav, 
as I think, hath expreſſed in theſe words : That Faith 
offers its Religion to him only, of whom it is _ 
that 


Tert. de Orat: 
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that he ſees and hears every where, For by Religion 
he meant Prayer, which is the Subject of that diſcourſe 
. which theſe words belong. Thus. Nevatzan. allo; 
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Chriſt be only a man, how is he every where preſent. to _— Trin. 


thoſe that call upon him; fince this is not the nature 
of Man but of God to be. preſent in all places! And in 
the fame place, If Chriſt be. only a, Man, wby is a Man. 
auoked as a Mediator in prayers. fince the Invacation 
of Man, moſt be judged ineffeftlual for the procuring of 
Salvation 2 And to name no more, Athanafius frequent- 
ly uſes this kind of Argument. For ſpeaking of pray- 


ers, made to the Son of Gad, he ſays, the Saints do not 4than. Orar. 
think it juff, to invoke him: to be. their. Helper and Re- agg Sia 


fuge, who was made or created. And no man would* * 


pray to receive any thing from the Fathers and. the 
angels, or from any of the other Creatares : from whence 
be concludes that becauſe the Apoſtle in x Theſl 3.x7- 
does not only pray to God the Farber, but alſo $0. ous 
ford Feſus Chrift, that therefore Chri## is God. It 
cems it was not then the way of Chriſtians to joy! 

God, and St. Michael, God and the Yirgin, God and 
all the Saints, in Invocations.of prayers, There were 
then no ſuch things known, as Confeſſion to God and 
to St.. Michael, and to the Bleſſed Virgin, and: to. the 
Saints; as giving Glory to the Holy Trinity and to 
the Virgin ; as ſaying Feſas Mary help. &c. had ar 
ny thing of this Nature been done jn thoſe . times. [ 
doubt here had been a good Argument loſt, by which. 
the Fathers proved Chriſt to be God. Nor would 4- 
thaxafius have been ſo meer a Child, as to attaque the 
Arrians with an Argument, to which the Dodtrine and 


' Practice of the Church, had afforded ſo obvious and. 


effteQtual an Anſwer. 


To all which I ſhall add but that Canon of the .,,,, ,.. 


Laodicean Synad, that Chriſtians ought not * to forſake cap. 35. 


the 
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the Church of God, and depart afide and Invocate Angels 
Therefore if any man_ be found uſing this ſecret Idolatry, 


let him be accurſed, 'becauſe he hath forſaken our Lord 


Teſus Chriſt. IT make no queſtion, but if there had been 
occaſion Saints had been pur into the Canon as well ag 
Angels. But then what word could they have thought 
of, inſtead of Sazxrts,to'anfwer Corners [ Angalos] which 
Crab thruſt into the'old Latin Tranſlation inſtead of 
Angels [ Angels] is not very eaſy to imagine. Concern. 
ing which pleaſant Forgery, ſee Bp @/hers Anſwer to 
the Jeſuirs Challenge, p. 469. Gcc. | 
_ « And now if we conſider, the Doftrine of theſe prj- 
mitive Fathers concerning Prayer,l ſuppoſe we ſhall not 
wonder, that in thoſe places where we might well 
have expected ſome i of praying to Saints, or 
©ypr. de Lapſ, forme Recommendation of it (if any ſuch'Practice had 


Pe 477+ been among(t them) that I fay there is nothing at all, 
no not the leaſt intimation of it. Not where St. Cy- 
L prian fo vehemently admoniſhed thoſe, that were falle 


in perſecution,to pray to God for themſelves,and to in- 
Terr, de Peni. treat the Brethren to do fo too : Not where 7ertullian 
entia, c. 9. deſcribes the Humiliations and Proſtrations of the Pexi- 
zents'; in both which places one would have expected, 
that'the Interceſſion of the Saimts and” Marryrs, ſhould 
have been implored : Not where Juſtin Martyr def- 
cribes the Service of the Church in her Religious Aſ- 
ſemblies'; nor im any of the ancient-4po/ogzes, nor in 
any ancient account of the Religious Worſhip of Chri- 
Abell. conflit, Jt15#5 3 mo not 'in the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions (though 
1b.7,8. Aa later work then it prerends to be) where the order 
of the Churches Service 1s very particularly deſcribed: 
We are not to: wonder at it. I fay for the declared 
Doctrine of the Church was againſt it” | © wy 
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Y, | 

d fi . As for the Worſhipping, or as M. de Meaux calls it, the 
n Honouring of Images, we might ſpare the pains of inqui- 
S riog whar the ſence of the Ancient Church was concern- 


It ingit; it is ſo hard to believe that they ſhould worſhip 

the /mages of the Saints, who did not ſo much as pray, 

ff or give any Religious Worſhip to the Saints themſelves. 

A But this practice 1s ſo far from having the Countenance 

0 of the Primitive Church, and 4/ Antiquity ; that in 

the beſt Ages, there were men of great name in the 

P Church, that did not believe ſo much as the Ar? of 7- 

5 magery and Piflure lawful to be-praftiſed by a Chriſtian. 

| Saith Clemens Alex. We are plainly forbidaen to meddle P rotrit. ad 

p with that cheating Art s For the Prophet | Moſes] ſaith, 99" 

d Thou ſhalt not make the likeneſs of any thing either in Hea- 

ven or in Earth. Tertullian hath a great deal to this pur- 

pole in his Diſcourſe of 7dolatry. But thoſe words are, 

to my thinking, very remarkable. Well did the ſame 

God require the likeneſs of a Serpent to be made by an ex- 

traordinary Command, who by his Law forbad the making of Ti. de Ido. 

4 any likeneſs. If thou obſerveſt the ſame God, thou haſt his © 56+ 

Law : Make no likeneſs, If alſo thou lookeſt to the Precept 

c of making an Image afterward, do thou alſo imitate Moſes : 

( Make no Image whatſoever againſt the Law, unleſs God alſo 
command thee in particular ſo todo. Which words are ſo 


7 plain and full, that they leave no room for that frivolous 
k pretence,. that theſe Fathers intended no other Images, 
x but thoſe of the Heathen Gods. And that inſtance of 
1. the Brazex Serpent, which was no Idol, till the Jews 
4 made it one, clcarly ſhews the contrary. 


But if it be ſaid that the Authority of theſe men is to :M 
go for nothing, becauſe they were miſtaken in condem- 


0. I ning. 
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ning mage-Work ſo univerſally as they did ; I grant, that 

their zeal againſt mage-Worſhip tranſported them be. 

yond the bounds of Reaſon ; eſpecially ZertuZtan, who 

Toid. c.2. 1A the forefaid Book tells us, that Artificers of Statues 
| and Images, and all carved or engraven works of this kind, 

were brought into the World by the Devil, But this I ſay, 

that if Images had in thoſe days been uſed in Chriſtian 
Churches, ſo much as to excite the Devotzon of the 

Faithful, much more to receive their Adoration ; nei- 

ther would theſe Fathers have condemned the making 


of Images; nor, if they had, would the Church have 


born with fo great an Outrage upon their Dodrine and 
Practice. Some one at leaſt would have appeared in be- 
half of the Carholick Church, as Melchior Canus has done 
in behalf of the Roman Church againſt the Elberine 
Council in this matter ; who ſticks not to fay, that 


Canus, loc. Their Law for taking away Images, was not onely imprudent- 


+ ma impiouſly eſtabliſhed. The Cenſure which he fo 


ly, 
frag after paſs'd upon that Councal, had been faſtned up- 
on theſe men preſently, by more than one, as good as 


Canus, if Image-Worſhip had but been allowed then, as 


it is now eſtabliſhed in the Rowan Communion. They 

were not ſo tame as to ſuffer their Worſhip to be aftron- 

ted by their own Members, without taking notice of it. 

Ted FR But the truth is, the Monuments of the Ancient Church 
Tren. 1.1, c.24. affords us no accounts of Images any where, but either 
J in Libraries, or * at a Houſe-door,or in the Holes of He- 
—_ reticks,or in the Temples of falſe Gods, We read indeed 
the Syrophenj- Of one Pifture of Chriſt, or ſome Saint, which Epiphanius 
one _ found in a Curtain of the Church of Anablatha ; but he 
Still. againft TOOK it down and tore it in pieces. Such accounts as 
7.6. p.253- this are not for the credit of mage Worſhip; which 1n- 
deed came into the Church at the tail of other Corrupt: 


ons. And the Fathers are ſo unanimous and poſitive 4 
gain 
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gainſt it, that I will ſhut up this matter with the teſti- 

- mony of a great many Fathers in one teſtimony, viz. 

that of the Elzberine Council held about the beginning 

of the fourth Age. 7t zs our pleaſure, that Piftures ought Concil, Elib. 

wot to be in the Church, leff that which is worſhipped or a- 35. 

dored, ſhould be fo upon Walls. - 
As for the Reliques of Saints and Martyrs, we hear of 

none for the three firſt Ages, but their Bodes ; nor any 

thing concerning them, but that they were interred with 

all poſſible ReſpeCt that could be expected from Men, 

and which is more, from Chriſt;anus. The honour which 

by the cuſtom of the World we learn is proper to the 

Bodies of the Dead, is to give them a decent Interment. 

This was maintained and cheriſhed by the ancient Chrz- orig. contra 

ftians, not onely becauſe reaſonable Souls once lived in £% M5. 

thoſe Bodies which they committed to -the ground, ini. 

which was an Inducement common to men ; but becauſe 

alſo thoſe Bodies and Souls were to be once again joyn- 

ed at the ReſurreQion, which was an Inducement pro- 

per to Chriſtians. It was the ſame kind of honour 

which they ſhewed to the Bodies of Martyrs, though 

heightned with the expreſſions of a more than ordinary 

love. Thus, after the Martyrdom of St. Stephen, De- 

vout men * carried him out to be buried, and made great * oweiwonr. 

lamentation over him. AQs & 2+ 
The like account did the Smyrnians give of their dif- 

poſing the Bones of Polycarp, which they reckoned wore 

valuable than precious Stones, more precious than Gold. 

M. de Meaux ſure would not defire a tarther progreſſion of 

Love and Honour. But with this degree they contented 

themſelves : for fay they, + We committed them to bu- t ici «vii in; 

rial where it was uſual. xxrert be 

And thus Pw the firſt of that name, Biſhop of Rowe, *": =p5fifups. 

Take care, ſaith he, of the Br dies of the Holy Martyrs, as 
| L 2 
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Cura, guemad- of Gods Members, after that manner that the Apoſtles took 


modum cura- , 
verunt. Curare CATE of Stephen S, 


here, is the Thus the Clergy of Rome in their Epiſtle to the Cler. 
_— gy of Carthage, when St. Cyprian was abſent : To ſpeak 
pnSeveme ot-a matter of very great conſequence. If the Bodies of 


Pics, Epiſt. 2. s. % af 
Tom. 1. Con. Martyrs or others be not buried, it is a very dangerous fault 
See Cypr. EP. in thoſe that are to look after this buſineſs. So that in 
Oh. Epiſt. 2. thoſe days, it ſhould ſeem to be a Charge entruſted to 
| ſele& Perſons, that the Bodies of Martyrs and other 
Chriſtians, ſhould be buried ; and this not onely at Car- 
thage, but at Rome too. 
But why ſhould I multiply Teſtimonies in ſo plain a 
caſe? Had the Reliques of Martyrs and Saints been 
worſhipped in thoſe beſt times, as they were afterward, 
how come it to pals that in all the Monuments of thoſe 
times, no mention of any ſuch thing is to be found? 
When the Trade of Reliques began 1n the Church, there 
was noiſe enough made of it, and the beſt Authors ac- 
quaint us with the News. Bur it had been no News, -if 
the Trade had been begun betore. Why was no ſuch 
thing obje&ed to the Chriſtians, by their watchful Ene- 
mies, for three hundred years tcgether ? . For we no 
ſooner come to hear of Stories of Reliques in the Church, 
but we find the Pagans at the heels of this Innovation, 
and upbraiding the Chri/tians with the ſuperſtition of ie. 
Why meet we not with fome intimatton of laying up Re- 
liques in Churches under the Altar2 There was room 
enough for fo conſiderable mad neceffary a circumſtance, 
( and the Church of Rome makes more than a cireum- 
ſtance. of it) in that particular deſcription of the faſhion 
and Ornaments of the Church built by Pau/inus Biſhop 
Euſth. Hiſt. of Tyre. Why meet we with no Tranfltions of Bodjes 
2% 6 4+ from one place to another , for their greater honour ? 
Perhaps we ſhall be t$1d of the men from the £4#, that 
| Came 
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came to Rome, and challenged the Bodies of St. Peter and 

St. Pawl , as of right belonging to them ; and of their 
carrying them two Miles out of Town to a place called 
Catacambe, and all theother Adventures that Gregory tells 

upon this buſineſs. But then there will ariſe a great 

queſtion , whether we are to believe with Gregory that 6%. lib. 3. 
they were Eaſtern Believers, or with Baronius, that they. zf,,3.'\. v. 
were Thieviſh Greeks ? or rather it will be no queſtion, 221.N. 4. 
that the whole Relation is tabulous from one end to the 

other. | 

- In ſhort, why have we all this time no account of 
Miracles wrought by Reliques ,- of carrying them about 

in Proceflions, of expoling them to receive the Adorati- 

ons of the People, of wearing them as a ſpecial ſecurity 

apain{t Spiritual and Temporal Evils, or of any inſtance 

of this kind of Religion > I anſwer, It is a fond thing to 
magine, that the Religion of - Worſhipping -the Re- 

liques of the Saints, ſhould be in uſe amonglt them, 

_ gave no Religious Worſhip to the Saints them- 

ves. 
But it is not to be wonder'd at, that they who pray 

to the Soxls of the Saints and Martyrs, who are ſo far 
abſent from 'us, that they hear us not, thould be guilty 
of another weakneſs, and Worſhip their Boxes and othe?t 
= 0 which neither hear nor ſee, though they are pre- 

ent. | | : | 
' This account ofthe Sentiments of the Three: firſt A4- 
ges, and indeed of the better half of the Faartb we gather 
trom'the' Writings of the Fathers, and from the wndou- 

breed Monuments of thoſe Times. .- Monfieur de Meazy 

knew that theſe things had been diligently exponnded 

by thoſe of the Reformation, . and: particularly by 24. 
Dai. © And what does he :oppoſe'to: this; to tavecilus 
pretences to' Al} Antiquity harmiels? 'Says ihe, W7thbont exp. op. «; 
"" 1 any 
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any farther examination what might be the Sentiments 

the Fathers of the Three firſt Ages, T will content ty ſelf 
with what M.Daille # pleaſed to grant,who allows us ſo many 
great men who taught the Church in the Fourth Age. 
Now M. Dazlle neither made any ſuch allowance, nor 


| had he any reaſon to make it. But ſuppoſe he had, muſt 


all that he had written concerning the ſence of the Three 
firſt Ages, about the OZjedt of Worſhip, go for nothing} 
If this example of Writing is fit to be followed, I know 
not why I ſhould give my ſelf any farther trouble, and 
not rather conclude thus : That without any farther exa- 
mination what may be the Sentiments of the Fathers of the 


par. 3- &*c. following Age, Þ ſhall content my ſelf with what ſome preat 


men of the Roman Church are pleaſed to grant, and which 
evidently proved againſt all the reſt that deny it, viz. That 
the Fathers of the Three firit Ages mu$? be allowed to us. 
And ſo leaveit tothe World to judge who has moſt reg« 
ſon to be context. 


qd 9. 


But having undertaken to give ſome account of the 
beginnings of the preſent Superſtirions of the Church of 
Rome, in the matter of Saint-Worſhip, and the Adoration 
of the Imagesand Reliques of the Saints : And becauſe it 
is impoſſible to do this, without going beyond the firſt 
Ages, till we come to the Reign of Julian ; I muſt ven- 
ture beyond him, and conſider the ſtate of the Church 
toward the latter end of the Fourth Century , with re- 
ſpe& to theſe queſtions. Some of the Romaniſts pretend 
that Antiquity to be on their ſide, which I have ſhewn is 
with us. But as far as I can perceive, they a// pretend 
to be very confident they ſhall carry it thus high at lea; 
and Monſieur we Meaux takes it for granted , that we 


begin 


nt op =. jg} py yo ap Qu gras 


*,, wa wy eu +, © My  % hn wy tc 


muy RK WD _ C w, ot 


* 2 CA, = 


Q mm km © oy mp 


dn. Moe. Mt & 


done to the Martyrs. 


begin to allow them thoſe later Fathers. I ſhall endea- 
your to repreſent the caſe as impartially as if I were yer 
to chuſe my Opinion ; and I am very much miſtaken if 
it will not appear in conclufion (though there is a little 
more colour for their challenging the latter end of the 
Fourth Age, in favour of their DoCttrine and Practices 
in theſe things, than for appealing to lugher Antiquity) 
that upon a true conſideration of the grounds upon 
which they challenge theſe later Fathers as their own, 
it had been more adviſable for them to have come down 
much lower to find Preſidents whereby to juſtifie them- 
ſelves. It had been a very Ancient cuſtom of the 
Church for Chrif#zans to meet at the Camteries or Bu- 
rying-places of the Martyrs and the reſt of the Faithful, 
there to celebrate Anniverſary Commemorations of the 
Martyrs. Thus the Church of Smyrna having intimated Ep: Smr. 
that they had buried theBody of St. Polycarpin the uſual **! 9pri- 
place, they added, that in tha? place, bed willing, they 

ſhould aſſemble together to celebrate the Birth-day of his 

Martyrdom with all the joy they could expreſs : And the 

reaſon of this Cuſtom they expreſs in this manner : Both 

to Commemorate thoſe who had already undergone the tryal 

ef Martyrdom, and to exerciſe and to prepare thoſe that 

were to follow, for the like Conflits. But they did not 

meet here to celebrate the Memories of the Martyrs one- 

ly, but at other times alſo for the celebration of Divine 

Service. For we find that Yalerian and Gallien forbad Zufb. HIRLtibi 
the Chriſtans to celebrate Aſſemblies, or to meet at thoſe 7.c 11. 
places which they called Cezmiteries, which paſſages and 

the like imply that it was ordinary for them to Aſſemble 

there : And it is not improbable that they uſed thoſe 

places for more privacy, when there was danger of per- 

. fecution ; and that the prohibition of Aſſemblies in thoſe 


Cemiteries, was the utmoſt ſtriftneſs of prohibiting their 
Aſſem- 
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Aſſemblies: For it is plain that they had their Churches 
beſides in Cities, which they built and repaired accordin 
to their ability. And fo in that favourable time be. 
tween Galliex and Dioclefian,we find that they added new 
Churches in every City, to thoſe which they had be 
fore. But whether they were wont to meet at the Ce. 
miteries (at other times beſides the Anniverfary days of 
the Martyrs) for privacy, or perhaps for the Gommodi 
ouſneſs of thoſe places, when they did not conſult pri. 
vacy, as ſome think, or whether it was out of ſpecial re. 
ſpect to the Memories of thoſe Martyrs, I ſhall not need 
to diſpute ; for it is a clear caſe that tuey fervently loved 
thoſe excellent men and women, and honoured their Me- 
mories, who had laid down their lives for the Teſtimo- 
ny of Feſws. This was one reaſon of celebrating their 
Anniverſary Commemorations, in which they did what 
highly became them,and carefully kept themſelves with- 
in this Compats, that Religious Worſhip was to be given 
toGod only. - _ 

But when under Coyſtantive the Great the profeſlion 
of Chriſtianity was not onely fafe , but the way to Ho- 
nour and Greatneſs, the Memories of the Martyrs were 
more frequented than they had formerly been, and ſtate 
Iy Churches were built over their Sepulchres ; and the 
Emperor, the Clergy, and the People, ſeemed to vie 
with one another who ſhould expreſs the greateſt zeal 
in carrying on ſo pious: a work ; which extraordinary 
fervor, conſidering the time, was not to be wondered at; 
tor the Church was but now deliver'd not onely out of a 
raging Perſecution, but from the apprehenſion of any 
more, and therefore could not but refle&t upon the Mar- 


zyrs with all tenderneſs of afteQtion. And ſince they 


were not now alive , to partake in the praſperous and 


triumphant ſtate of the Church, it was natural to give 


their 
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their Names and Memories all that ſhare in it which was 
ſible to be given ; eſpecially ſince the preſent peace 
and glory of the Church, was under God, ſo deeply ow- 
ing to the noble examples of their Fortitude and Pati- 
ence. The Commemorations of the Martyrs had for- 
formerly a double end, to do honour and expreſs a dear 
e affection to them; and withal to prepare and to excite 
the Virtue of thoſe that were to ſuffer afterward, which 
" | fatter end without all doubt was the moſt neceſſary ; 
j but there being now o little occaſion for that, the piety 
| of theſe proſperous times ran out more plentifully in do- 
7 ing honours to thoſe Champions of Chri/t, that had born 
the heat of the day, and left this Age to enjoy that victo- 
ry and ſweet peace wherewith God had now crowned 
'*his perſecuted Church. | 
And as this Zeal was no more than what might be 
expected from Humane AﬀeCtion, raiſed by Chriſtian 
Piety ; ſo if men could have told where to ſtop, it had 
been as much for the honour of Chriſtzanity, as the ex- 
ceſſes to which it grew afterwards were a diſgrace to 
it. | 
From Coxſtantine's coming to the Empire, to the 
Reign of Fulzan, there paſſed above fifty years; and in 
this time the Reverence of the Martyrs was grown to 
ſome exceſs, beyond Primitive Examples. - For it was 
not onely thought reaſonable to build Churches over 
their Sepulchres, but it ſhould ſeem there were many 
that thought their Prayers would ſpeed the better for 
being made over the Tombs of the Martyrs; and not 
content with this, they began at length to ſearch for 
their Bones ; and it grew to be the Piety of this Age, to 
diſturb the Aſhes of the Dead, which it was the Piety 
4 of the former Ages to leave in their Graves without di- 
'« | furbance. Bur as yet their Prayers were dire&ed to 
ir ; K God 
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fill the ſcars and marks of their villany in their very Ghoſts, 


The Growth of 


God onely ; we have yet no examples of calling upon 
the Saints and Martyrs. Fulian himſelf who aggravated 
the reſpe& ſhewn to the Martyrs to the utmoſt , could 
not charge them with this, and he very well underſtood 
their pra&tice. But, ſays he, Since Feſus has ſaid that 
Sepulchres are full of uncleanneſs, why do you call upon God 
over Sepulchres 2 It's true, he alſo charged them with 
Worſhipping the Martyrs, and upbraided them, that ha. 
ving forſaken the Religious Rites of the Gentzles, they 
had gone over to the Fews, and yet had not kept to their 
Religion neither, which had been ſomething. For, zhey, 
ſays he, you would have worſhipped one Ged inſtead of many, 
and not one man [Jeſus] or rather many miſerable men : 
meaning the Martyrs. But this was onely a ſpiteful 
conſtruction of the cuſtom of Chriſtzans in paying their 
Devotions to God over the Sepulchres of - the Mar- 
tYrs. 

4 Not long aſter Julian, comes Ennapius, a moſt bitter 
wretch; by whoſe Cenſures we may eaſily obſerve, that 
the Devotion of Chriſtians towards the Martyrs was 
ſtill growing toa greater height. I perceive he is cited 
bothby Proteſtants and Papiſts; by Proteſtants, to 
ſhew the beginnings. of that Superſtition we complain 
of ; by Papiſts, to ſhew that the Invocation of Saints, 
and the Worſhip of Reliques, was at leaſt ſo Ancient, 
This Infidel ſpeaking of Monks (a fort of men which this 
Age firſt brought forth) ſays, that they heaped together 
Bones and Sculls of men that had been puniſhed for many 
Crimes, holding them for Gods; and proſtrating themſelves 
before ſuch as had been chaſtized by order of the Courts of 
Fuſtice; and believing the better of themſebves for being 
polluted at their Sepulchres. So that they who were but mere 
flaves,and thoſe none of the beſt,but ſoundly laſht,and carrying 
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are now called Martyrs, and made the Miniſters and Meſ- 
ſengers of Prayer to the Gods, Thus did the baſe Villain 
reproach the bleſſed Martyrs of Feſw , in contempt of 
the Monks, and indeed of all the Chriſtzans in thoſe times. 
For though it ſhould ſeem that the Trade of Reliques 
was chiefly driven by the Monks, yet 'tis evident that 
great account was made of Reliques in almoſt all pla- 
ces; Which together with the daily reſort of devout 
Chriftians to the Memories of the Martyrs, gave occaſion 
to this Infidel thus to upbraid them. For no man will 
believe all to be true which he here charges even the 
Monks with. A malicious Enemy always ſays the worſt 
that he has any colour or pretence to fay. And if ſuch 
occaſions and pretences had been afforded by the Ancient 
Chriſtians, as by theſe, we ſhould certainly have heard 
the ſame objeCtions from Laczan or Celſus , or ſome one 
Pagan Writer of thoſe times, who were as able, as ſpite- 
fuland vigilant Adverſfaries as Falian and Eunapius. 

But whereas Eunapius pretended , that theſe Mouks 
called the Martyrs, Miniſters and Meſſengers of their 
Prayers ; he might poſſibly have no other reaſon for it, 
but the common obſervation that Chriſtians went to the 
Sepulchres of the Saints, there to make their Prayers. 
For although they direQtly applied themſelves to none 
but God when they were there ; yet the chuſing of thoſe 
places for their Devotions, eſpecially witha profeſſion of 
hoping to ſpeed the better for ſo doing, was occaſion e- 
nough to Eunapius to ſay, that they made the Martyrs, 
the Miniſters and Meſſengers of their Prayers. But for 
opght any man can tell, Eunaprus might come to under- 
ſtand that theſe Monks did, what I queſtion not was the 
cuſtom of ſome Chriſtians towards the latter end of this 
Age ; that is, that they called to the Martyrs at their 
Memories, as if they were preſent there, of which I jhall 
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give a farther account in its proper place. It is certain, 
that many Miracles were faid to be done upon Prayers 
made where the Reliques of the Martyrs were, that is, 
at their Memories. 

And ſome thereupon believed that they were done 
at their Interceſſion , and , joyning their own Prayers 
with the Prayers of the Chriſtian that came thither. In 
which they were more confirmed by ſome confident Re- 
ports of Viſions and Apparitions of the Martyrs to thoſe 
that had obtained their ſuits. Now of thole who belie- 
ved the Martyrs were within hearing, it is very likely. 
that ſome called to them with an Ora pro #ob:s; and then 


| No wonder that Eunapius charged the Monks with raking 
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for dead mens Bones, and making dead men the Meſſey- 


gers of their Prayers. 
As for the Miracles faid tobe done in thoſe times, they 


are urged by the Romanif7s as an invincible argument 


of Gods approving the honour that was given to the 
Saints and their Reliques in that Ape of the Church. But 


I wiſh they would attend to what St. 4AuguF7ine ſays, who 
after a pretty large account of Miracles that were 
wrought in his time, and ſome too at the Memorzes of 
Martyrs, plainly fays, that whether they were wrought 
by the Miniſtry of Martyrs or Angels (for that he knew 
not) they were wrought to Pe Teſtimony to that 
Paith for which the Martyrs died, and particularly to the 
ReſurreQion of Chri#, and to our Reſurrection at the laſt 
day. There is no reaſon to ſuppoſe that every circum- 
ſtanceof the Devotion of Chrift;axs that received mira- 
culous relief, muſt be atteſted by thoſe Miracles which 
God wrought in farther confirmation- of the truth of 
Chriftianity. God has made uſe even of wicked men for 
the working of Miracles; and I cannot underſtand 
why a Miracle may not be wrought in behalf of a /iu- 
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cere man, without approving his weakneſs, any more than 
the others wickedneſs 1s approved by Gods making uſe of 
him to teſtifie the truth. But I would be content to let 
them uſe this Argument from Miracles, without contra- 
dition, if they would extend it no farther than 'in fa- 
vour of that uſe of Reliques which we yet meet with : 
In the fourth Age they ranſacked all places for them, 
and when, as they thought, they got 'em, they put them 
in fine Linnef, or in curious Boxes and Repoſitories, 
and laid them up in the Church. But whatever good 
they expe&ted from theſe Treaſures, they did not yet 
worſhip them ; they did not /nceyſe them, and expole 
them to receive the Adorations of the People. Yigilan- 
tius, it ſeems, had asked, with ſome derifion, Why dof? 


thou kiſs and adore a little Duſt put up in fine Linnen ? Him. Atv. 
To which St. Hierom, that went as high as any in the /7# Tom. 2. 


Age for honouring Reliques, anſwered, Who, O thou gid- 


dy-brain'd man, ever adored the Martyrs 2 Who has taken a 


may for God? Indeed St. Hierom thought that holy Re- 
ligues made the Devils roar for very pain ; but yet he 
did not think that they were to be adored, no not the 
Martyrs themſelves, but God onely. We could wiſh that 
all Superſtition were baniſh'd trom amongſt Chri/tzans ; 
but if the Chtrch of Rome would be content with ſuch 
things as St. Zierom blames in ſome filly men and religt- 
ou women, that had a.Zeal, bat not according to knowledge ; 
viz. burning Wax-Candles by day-light in honour of the 
Martyrs, we would be content too: for theſe are tole- 
rable faults, and ſuch as thould not break the Peace, 
though they were better mended. I would fay toany 
contentious man, what St. Hierom faid to YVigilan- 
tius, What doſt thou loſe by it, if others are a little 
fooliſh 2 | | 
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I confeſs, I ſhould beg of theſe Gentlemen, for the 
honour of our Religion, and of the teſtimony of Miracles, 
not to pretend the Miracles of the fourth and fifth Ages, 
as a teſtimony toevery Punfilio of Honour done in thoſe 
times to the Reliquesof the Saints,& to the opinion which 
ſome conceived of them. And as I faid before, it would 
be more diſcreetly done to let thoſe Miracles go, as St. 
Auftin did, for a notable confirmation of the Truth of that 
Religion for which thoſe Martyrs died, by whoſe dead 
Bodies God was pleaſed to do ſome wonderful things. 
But it is by no means adviſable to ſtretch them in favour 
of ſome other things ; whereof the lighting of Candles 
for the Martyrs may go for one ; and the unwillingneſs 
of ſome of *em to build Churches, unleſs they could 
get Reliques to lay there, for another ; and the ſcat- 
tering of Reliques 1n little pieces up and down, may pals 
fora third; and ſtealing them, for a fourth ; which I 
know not how came to be excuſed at leaſt, as an effe& 
of great and religious Zeal, by ſome men of no mean 
note. Ido not think ſuch things as theſe are very eaſie 
to be defended ; and therefore it were much better that 
Miracles were not brought in to juſtifie them. But leaſt 
of all ſhould they be urged in favour of that kind of 
Worſhip which the Church of Rome now gives them; 
and not onely to the Bodzes, Bones, or Afhes, but to the 
Girdles, Slippers, and little T/tenfils of the Saints and 
Martyrs; which kind of things anciently were not 
thought of. God wrought Miracles by the hands of 
St. Paul, and the reſt of the Apoſtles, when they were 


alive. Now if we had their Bones, or ſome pieces of 


them, and God ſhould be pleaſed to work Miracles by 
them ſtill ; there would be, I am confident, no more 
reaſon upon this account to give their Reliques any Re- 
ligious Worſhip, now the Apoſtles are dead, than there 


was - 
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was to worſhip the Apoſtles themſelves-upon- the fame 
. account, when they were alive. Moreover, God wrought 
| Miracles by the Brazen Serpent, and yet when the Peo- 
ple had faln to &xrn Incenſe to it, it was broken to pieces, 
to his great honour, who oppoſed a Zeal with know- 
ledge, to the blind Zeal of the People. 

But to deal freely, I am not fully fatisfied that theſe 
Miracles by the Bodies of Saints and Martyrs, were half 
ſo frequent as the noiſe that was made of them in this 
Age, or in the next, would, make us believe. I more 
than fear that thoſe times were too credulous, or that 
the Writings of thoſe Fathers have met with more foul 
play, than has been yet diſcovered, though no ſmall dif. 
coveries of that kind have been made fince the Reforma- 
tion. It is ſome prejudice againſt the credibility of thoſe 
relations, that in the three firſt Ages, we hear nothing 
of Miracles wrought by Reliques ; which we are not to 
wonder at, becauſe they lay quiet in their Graves: and 
the Ancient Church was fo little concerned in this Reli- 
gion of Reliques, that the Bodies of Martyrs that ſuffered 


under Dzocleſtan and Licinivs, that is, at the end of the Anbrof de 
Xh0rt. ad 


third, and the beginning of the fourth Age, lay undiſco- 


ZI 


vered, till Chance or pretended Revelations brought $ozem. lib. g; 


them tolight ; which is a manifeſt Argument, that the © * 


Ancient Church knew nothing of theſe matters, and that 
they had their beginning in the declenſion of the fourth 
Age. Again, If the Bodies of Martyrs ordinartly diſco- 


vered themſelves by a'\gift of Miracles, I wander how 


it came to be ſo ordinary a thing to counterfeit Reliques, 


as it was. For who would dare to put off the Bones of 


a MaleſaRor for the Bones of a Martyr, if it was known 
that true Reliques would diſtinguith :themelves from 


falſe, by true Miracles > And yet St. Au/in hunſelf - 


complatns of a multitude of- Cheating Felows in [lus time, 


that 
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Ave. ae Opere. that were ſcattered up 'and down in the habit of Monks, 
Monath, C.28, wandering about from Ptovince to Province, ſent no whi. 


ther, fixed no where, ſtaying no where ; ſome of which pro. 
feſſed the Trade of ſelling the Bones of Martyrs, if you will 


believe they were Martyrs Bones. It would require a Vo. 


lume to ſhew the boldneſs that was taken in after-times, 


. God has given to a man but one Head, and one pair of 


Hands ; but the Religion of Reliques has found more 
than one a piece for many of the Saints and Martyrs : 
And when they all work Miracles, I muſt needs believe 
that ſome of 'em are counterfeit Miracles; and if I can 
yet diſcern. no difference, I would know why they 
ſhould not all go for counterfeit. For when God works 
Miracles; they are too plain for the moſt part to be de- 
nied, even by thoſe whole intereſt it is to deny them. 


But when I-conſider St. Chryſo/tome's Judgment in the 


caſe, I muſt confeſs my ſelf to be under a mighty preju- 
dice againſt the credibility of moſt Relations of this ſort 
that went in that. Age. I well remember that he ſome- 
where gives expreſs caution againſt liſtning after Mira- 
cles. But in one place, never to be forgotten, very per- 
tinently to the occaſion of his diſcourſe, he argues in 


&h1yſ. Hom. 6. this manner : Becauſe NOW there are no Miracles wrought, 
In 1 COT-2- fo not thou take this for an Argument, that none were 


wrought THEN [ in the Apoſtles days: ] For ther it 
was 'profita ble that they ſhould be wrought, but now it i 
profitable they ſhould not be wrought. But how, ſays he, 
does it come to paſs, that Signes ſhould be profitable Then, 
and not ſo Now > Then he ſhews, that the continuance 
of Miracles would leſſen the Rewardableneſs of Faith : 
and for this reaſon, ſays he, they are not now wrought. 
And. that this is the Truth, you may ſee by what our Lord 
{aid zo Thomas : Bleſſed are they who have not ſeen, 
and yet believed. By how'much therefore a more convin- 
Eos cing 
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cing Miracle i ſhewn, by ſo much ts the praiſe and reward of 
Faith lefſened; wherefore, if now alſo Miracles were done, 
the ſame inconvenience would follow. But for a farther 
Anſwer, he adds, that although they had now no Mira- 
cles, yet. ſeveral Predictions had been accompliſhed, 
which was a continued confirmation of the truth of Chr/- 
ſtianity ; and moreover, that the good Lives and Exams- 
ples of Chriſtians, were now more neceſſary for the con- 
viction of Unbelievers, than Miracles : For ſays he, '77 
the want of Primitive Sandlity, rather than of Miracles, 
which makes men ſtill remain in their unbelief. 

Which Teſtimony of ſo Judicious a man, is a plain 
Argument that Miracles were at leaſt very rare in his 
time ; and that every Martyrs Bones did not do the 

fame Wonders that Babylas his Bones were faid to have 
done in Fulzarx's time, 

I may therefore be well excuſed, if I impute that 
noiſe of Miracles which was ſo loud in this and the next 
Age, in great part to the credulity of the Age, and to the 

ficulty of ſtanding againſt that Torrent of Zeal for 
the honour of the Martyrs, which had carried moſt men 
already beyond the bounds of Antiquity. 

What ſhall a man make of that Story which St. Z7ze- 
rom tells of Flarion's Reliques > How Heſychius a holy 
man ventured his life to ſteal the Body of H7larion the 
Monk out of the Garden of Cyprus where he was bus 
ried, to carry it to Paleſtine; and how Conſtantia took 
itſo to heart, that ſhe died upon it. For this Religious 
Woman was wont, it ſeems, to watch whole days and nights 

at his Sepulchre, and for the helping of her Prayers, to talk 

; | 2h him as if he was preſent. 1 ſhould think it is not ,z;,,,, , 
much for the Credit of Religion, to repreſent a holy vita #ilario- 
man plundering a Grave, and a holy woman breaking 7 59%. 
her heart for the loſs of the Body : But if we _ be- 
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lieve the Story, Miracles followed the ſtoln Body, and- 

yet they tarried in the place from whence it was ſtoln : 
So that Heſychius indeed, and they of Paleſtine, were con. 

ſiderable gainers ; but Conſtantia was not ſo great a loſer 
as ſhe thought. For thus the Relation goes on : We 

ſee to this day a wonderful Contention between thoſe of Pa 

leſtine aud zhoſe of Cyprus, one pretending to his Body, the 

other to his Spirit. —_ in both places there are great 

Miracles done every day, but more in the Garden of Cyprus, 

and that perhaps becauſe he loved that. place beſt. 

If Miracles were done in both places, I am pretty 
well fatisfied that God did not thereby intend to demon- 
ſtrate either the clearneſs of Feſychius, or the diſcretion 
of Coultantia in this buſineſs, nor the violent paſſion of 


either of them for Reliques. I do not deny but they 


might both of them be holy Perſons, but it was not for 
ſuch things as theſe; and if this part of their Story had 
been omitted, their reputation for SanEity had loſt no- 
thing by it. What therefore was it that God teſtified 
by theſe Miracles 2 Tanſwer with all ſubmiſſion, that he 
teſtified the truth of that Religion in which Hilarion died ; 
of that Religion for which the Martyrs died, the moſt 
holy Religion which was firſt taught by Feſws, then by 
the Apoſtles, then by the Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity 
after the Apoſtles; not of any Sentiments or Prafices 
which neither the Holy Feſus taught, nor his Apoſtles ; 
and which the Primitive Church was a ſtranger to. 
This I am ſure I have learned from St. Auſtin in the 
place before-mentioned, who makes the teſtimony of 
thoſe Miracles that were wrought at the Memories of 
the Martyrs, to aim at nothing but the confirmation of 
the Faith for which they ſuffered. And'if I ſhould fay, 
that they who can be content with the old Religion, may 


and ought to be content alſo with the old Miracles, I 
ſhould 
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ſhould fay no other thing rhan what I could juſtifie Ey 
his Authority. And which is ſomething more, that we 
are now to try Dodrines not by new Miracles, but by 
the Scriptures, which we are-ſure deliver to us the: Will 
of God teſtified by Miracles. But if God is pleaſed to 
add new Miracles out of his abundant goodneſs, I do not 
doubt but ſuch Miracles are a Confirmation of the old 


Religion, as St. Auſtin tells us thoſe were which God De civit. D: | 
wrought by the Memories of the Martyrs. But thoſe > 22: © 


Miracles did by no means Canonize the weakneſs of any 
holy Perſon in the matter of Martyrs or Saints, and Re- 
liques; not the indiſcretion of Feſychius or Conſtantza ; 
nor did they give any Authority at all to ſuch Exam- 
les. 
p I ſuppoſe the Gentlemen of the Church of Rome will 
grant this, without any trouble ; but I queſtion whether - 
they may not be diſpleaſed at the producing of this 
Story, which without any more ado, looks fo like a $4- 
tyr upon the great Author from whom I had it. But 
what a hard caſe is ours! Monſieur de Meaux and the 
pretended Catholicks, think to bear us down (who ho- 


nour the Reliques of the Saints no otherwiſe than the 


truly Primitive Church did ) by. the Authority of the 
later Fathers that lived towards the end of the fourth 
Age. Ir has been often ſhewn, that the Judgment and 
Practice of that Age in the matter of Re/iques, is very dit- 
ferent from what we now ſee in the Church of Rowe. 
But the Argument is ſtill urged upon us, as it nothing 
had been faid toit. What have we therefore to do, but 
to ſhew that ſo far as there is any Agreement between 
the Church of Rome, and that Age of the Church in the 


uſe of Reliques, they ſhould urge it very modeſtly, and 
without boaſting. We do profeſs a Reverence for thoſe 
excellent men, as M. de Meaux grants ; we acknowledge £7 p- 
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their Sanfity and Learning, and we praiſe God for the 


| Benefits which the Church hath received by their means. 


But we do-not think their Authority equal to that of 
the Apoſtles, or of the Fathers of the three firſt Ages. 
And we are very ſorry that the importunity of our 


Adverfaries puts us upon a neceſſity of confeſſing that” 


theſe Great Men ( as M. de Meaux deſervedly calls them) 
did in the heat of their concern for Reliques, ſometimes 
fay and do ſuch little things, as plainly ſhewed they were 
but Mex. We had been very glad if our Engliſh Roma- 
niſts would not have done this part of the Controverſie 
into Engliſh, nor obliged us to take off that Vail a little 
wherewith we have covered the leaſt commendable Cha- 
rafters of theſe excellent men. Nay we have that Re- 
werence for their Sanftity and Learning, that we are till 
very willing to believe their Writings to have been-cor- 
rupted in thoſe places which afford this kind of Stories. 
And though St. FHierom affirms that he wrote the Lifeof 
Hilarion, yet T muſt confeſs this is ſo weak a part of it 
which I have mentioned, that I am ſometimes almoſt 
perſwaded that ſome body has been making bold to mend 
him. TI am ſure there appears ſuch a Spirit of Superſti- 
tion and Credulity intheſe paſſages at the end of St. Z7:- 
larion's Life; of Superſtition in the Perſons ſpoken of, 
and of Credulity in the Relator; that St. ZZierom is a 
great deal more beholden to them that cannot be fatis- 
fied they are his than to thoſe that can. 

But to proceed : I have already obſerved, that the 
AﬀeCtion of this Age to the Martyrs, was expreſs'd by a 
frequent and continual refort to their Tombs or Memories. 
And that when Chriſtians obtained the deliverance or 
relief which they fought, it was believed to be in great 
part the effet of the Martyrs favour with God ; 
which in many: Perſons grew into a Perſwaſion _ 
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the Martyrs were preſent at their Memories. And in this A. de Cura 
perſwaſion they were confirmed by Apparitions, which 9 es 
were at leaſt believed to be ſeen there, ſince it gave occa« 

ſono ſome queſtions then, and to a great controverſie 
afterward, whether they were the Souls of the Martyrs, 

or whether they were Angels that appeared. 

But the great queſtion is, whether in thoſe applicati- 
ons to the Memories of the Martyrs, they called upon 
God onely, or the Martyrs alſo. For here it is that the 
pretended Catholicks muſt find colour of thus much An- 
tiquity, ifany where. For their appeals to the Apoſtros 
phes of ſome of the Fathers in their Panegyrical Orations 
upon the Martyrs, deſerve no conſideration. If indeed 
the Faithful were wont to call upon the Martyrs at their 
Memories ; this has ſome appearance of an Argument for 
the pretended Catholicks. . 

I ſhall therefore firſt lay down the Fat , remembring 
all along, that it is the duty of an honeft man to deliver 
things as they appear to him , and not to attempr the 
defence evenof Truth, but onely with ſuch Arguments 
2s he is well atisfied of the Truth of, himſelf. But when 
the Fa& is ſtated, I ſhall not envy the beſt advantages 
that our Adverſaries can make of it. 

That account which St. Aufin gives of the Taylor 44 »igin:i 
that had loſt his Cloak, and went to the Twenty Martyrs Marines ore- 
to pray for another,has been often produced as a ſufficient * 
demonſtration that the practiſe of that Age, was to call 
upon the Martyrs themſelves.” - But to this it is anſwer- 
ed on the other ſide, that no more can be certainly core ,,.,, ,,, 


cluded from hence, than that the Taylor went: to..the jree ad mene- 
riam S, Ste- 


Memory of the Twenty Martyrs, and there prayed to God; !#n 5 Ste- 

—_ - . phant, &* i/lis 
As it 1s faid of others, that they went tothe Memory of qaazrun poſſe? 
St. Stephen, and there prayed that God would give them rare; ies 


what they wanted, which is a defenſible interpretation cy, Dei. 1. 
| | of 22: c. 8, 


\ 


Cbryſ. 10 4+ 
Pal. 


Of Prayers * 
of ſuch paſſages. For the Application that was made to 
the Martyrs by going to their Memorzes or Churches, 
and the hope of prevailing by their Intercetfions, did not 
neceſfrily imply any Invocation of the Martyrs: But 
the ſuppliant believing them to be preſentat their Memo 
ries, and to obſerve the Prayers that were made to God 


. there, might hope for the benefit of their Interceſſion 


without ſpeaking to them. As for St. AuFin himſelf, 
what his Opinion was concerning the preſence of the 
Martyrs, I ſhall ſhew in another place. 

But ſome of St. ChryſoFom's Homilies are produc'd 
with nolittle aſſurance, ro ſheiv not onely rhat the Saints 
were invocated at their Memortes, but that he approved 
it too. And indeed Sr. Chryſoffom's Authority in a 
doubtful matter, would bear a little boaſting. 'That 
Age did not afford a man ſuperiour to him in true Judg- 
ment, perhaps not his equal. But then it is but a fairre- 
queſt, that thoſe Homilies be not obtruded upon us for 
his, of which it is very doubtful whether they be or not; 
thoſe for inſtance to the People of Antioch , the Greet 
Copies whereof could not be found in any Ancient Li- 
brary. Tinterpoſe this,not for the ſervice of a Cauſe, but 
for the honour of St. ChryſoFFom, than wi:om, no mana- 
bounds more with exhortations to pray to God, upon 
ſuch conſiderations as theſe. Then mayF? 1/ways and in- 
ceſſantly call upon God, and ſhalt meet with no dificulty ; far 
there is no need of Door-keepers to introduce thee ,of Stewards 
or Procurators, of Guards or Friends ; but when thou come 
by - ſelf, then will he mo#t of all hear thee , even when 
thou beſeecheFt noue elſe. We do not ſo effeftually incline 


him when we intreat by others , as when we do it by our 


ſelves. How this can be reconciled with two or three 
| paſſages, (which, if they be his, 'do rhanifeſtly-imply his 


approbation of calling upon the Martyrs at their =—_ 
ries 


at the Memaries of the Martyrs. 


ries) T cannot for my part underſtand ; eſpecially that in 
the Concluſion of the Homily upon Bers7x, &e. which 
I ſhall examine by and by. For to avoid contention a- 
bout a matter not neceſſary to the Cauſe in hand, I will 
proceed upon that Teſtimony , as if itavere St. Chryſo- 
Fow's. But whatever St. ChryſoF7om's Opinion was con- 
cerning the thing it ſcli, I think it cannot reaſonably be 


denied, thar we have his Teitimony that it was done : 


For deſcribing the magaificence of the Monuments of the 
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Saints, which were more ſplendid than the Palaces of chy;. in 2; 


Kings, not onely for the greatneſs aud beauty of their building, 
but which was more , for the great reſort of devoxt people 
thither ; he goes on thus : For thither even he that is clo- 
thedwith Purple, goes to embrace their Monuments, and 
laying by his Ftatelineſs, Le FFands intreating the Saints, that 


they would intercede with God for him; and he that 


wears a Crown defires the Patronage of a Tent» Ma- 


ker, aud a Fiſherman who died long ſince. 1 cannot ap- 
prove Chamier's rendring of this place, who ſuppoſes the 


Emperour is here brought 1n (a) not intreating, but one- 
ly needing the interceſiion of the Saints, His Criticiſm 
stoo ſubtile, and does not well accord with the place. 
But be that as it will ; I muſt confeſs a few intimations 
of the Fact will ſerve to make me conclude, that very 
many devout people did, beſides their Prayers to God, 
which they made at the Memories of the Martyrs , in- 


treat alſo of the Martyrs themſelves the benefit of their. 


Interceſſions to God for them'; and that be&auſe it was 
generally believed that they were preſent at their Me- 
Mories, 

For if ſuch an Opinion ſhould prevail amongſt any 
conſiderable number of Chriſtians any where , that the 
Souls of Martyrs or other Saints, were to be converſed 
with in any certain place where the People could come 


with-- 


Epiſt. ad Ce- 
rinth, verl. fin. 
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within their hearing ; it is hardly to be imagined that 
all, or indeed the moſt, ſhould reſtrain themſelves from 
going thither to deſire their Prayers. And their Guides, 
who themſelves believed the preſence of the Martyrs, 
would in all likelihood be more forward to commend 
them to reprove them for it, unleſs they ſhould be well 
aware of the ill conſequences it might produce. And 
therefore I do not wonder that this new conceit of the 
preſence of the Martyrs at their Memories, ſhould carry 
the Chriſtians of thoſe times thither very frequently, and 
many of them to deſire the Martyrs to pray tor them. 
This perſwaſion helped forward the Devotion of the 
Age, and was apparently countenanced by ſome of the 
Fathers, and it ſhould ſeem was winked at by all, one- 
ly St. Au/tin ſeemed todoubt of it , as we ſhall fee pre- 
ſently. 

But St. Baſ/ made no queſtion of it, and therefore ma- 
nifeſtly approved the praQtiſe that was grounded upon 
it. For thus he ſpeaks concerning the Memory of the 
Forty Martyrs. Here, ſays he, a Religious woman is 
found praying for her Children, aud deſiring a ſafe return far 
her Ehuke , that is abroad, and recovery for her fick Fu 
band. And then he adds, Let your Prayers be made with 
the Martyrs. T know this paſſage entorceth no more, 
than that the Prayers made in thoſe places to God would 
excite the Martyrs to joyn their Interceſſions with thoſe 
of the devout Chriſtian. And perhaps St. Baſi/ ſeems 
to approvethis way, more than calling upon the Martyrs 
themſelves, becauſe he ſays, Let your Prayers be made with 
(not to) the Martyrs. But that ſome Chri/tiays did ſpeak 
to theMartyrs too,and were not reproved for it,is,I think, 
very plain from what St. Bafil ſays in his Oration upon 
Mamas the Martyr : Tou remember the Martyr , ſays he, 
as many of you as have enjoyed him in Dreams ; as many of - 

| you 


at the Memories of Martyrs. 2x 

you as coming, to this place , have had his help towards your 
Prayer ; as many of you as having called to him (b) by name, ©) 594m | 
have found him AS by his works ; as many Travellers B:ſil. Homil. | 
a he hath brought home again, &c. For here T cannot bur 294 Sam: 

think that Mamas his being called by name, ſ1gnifies more 

than a bare wiſh that he would pray for thoſe that are 

ſpoken of : Eſpecially conſidering how very natural it 

was for a belief of the preſence of the Martyrs in ſome 

places, to breed the cuſtom of addreſſing to them , as a 

man would do to his Friend that is within the compaſs 

of hearing. So that I will not go about to put any other 

conſtruction upon theſe words, than this plain one, that 

ſome of St. Bafi/s Auditors had called to Hamas by name 

to pray for them, and toaſſiſt them in the procuring of 

that which they had defred of God, or were about to de- 

fire of him. 
. And here (to uſe the words of the excellent Biſhop 
Uſher) a man may eaſily diſcern the breeding of a Diſeaſe, and ver to Je- 
| a it were the grudgings of that Agne, that brake out after- lenge, p. 444+ 
| wards into a peſtilential Fever. | 

Tam not inſenſible what colours this plain and honeſt 

| dealing may afford to thoſe of the Reman Communion , 
, who do not ſeek for Truth , nor are willing that others 
ſhould -find it. What will they now ſay , but that we 
| I beginto confeſs the eſtabliſhment of the Invocation of Saints 
in the Fourth Age > Monſieur de Meaux has faid 1t alrea- 
s | 9 upon leſs occaſion given. But we cannot help it if 
5s |} our Conſciences be miſrepreſented by the Artifices of fome 
þ Þ| fem, and ſ#perficially looked upon by the reſt. For my 
© || wwnpart, Thad rather another man ſhould make a di- 
, | ingenuous advantage of my dealing truly in defence of 
a | the Truth, than go about to take away from him the oc- | 
>, | afion of uſing a pious Fraud, by being guilty of a pious | 
f . | fraud my fel | 
# M But 
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But I will now be bold to fay, that there is ſo vaſt 4 
difference between the praCtiſe of ſome Chriſtians in the 
Fourth Age, who reconciled themſelves to the Prayers 
of the Martyrs ; and between the Invocation of Saints, 
which is now practiſed and contended for in the Church 
of Rome ; that the allowance of the former will by ng 
means infer the latter : - The fore-mentioned great man 
has ſhewn the diflerence in ſeveral particulars well worth 
every honeſt and prudent mans conſideration, that de- 
ſires to inform himſelf in this matter. And to him I ſhall 
the rather refer the inquiſitive Reader for them ; be. 
cauſe will here add two other differences which may of 
themſelves be ſufficient to ſhew that Monſieur de Meaux 
who ſays we begin to acknowledge that the /rvocationdf 
Saints was eſtabliſhed in the Fourth Age, would be very 
much beholden to us, if we ſhould make ſuch an Acknoy. 
ledgment. For when the Truth comes to be under: 
ſtood, it amounts to this, and no more: That there 
were but ſome begznnings and eps made towards this 
pradiſe, at the latter end of the Fourth Age; and that 
theſe beginnings were zo? then eftaliſhed neither. 

For farſt, The inſtances produced to ſhew that deyout 
people were wont to recommend themſelves to the 
Prayers of the Martyrs, do generally ſhew that they did 
it at the reſpedive Memories of thoſe Martyrs, where the 
Martyrs were believed to be within hearing ; which, as 
I ſhall preſently ſhew , makes a great difterence in the 
cafe. In the mean time, Ido nor aſſert that it was uni- 
verſally believed that the Souls of the Martyrs were 
preſent at their Memories ; tor St. Auſtin himielf durt 
not affirmit ; and though he thought men fared the bet- 
ter for the-Prayers of the Martyrs , yet whether they 
heard thoſe who called to them at their Memories , or 
where-ever elſe they were thought to have _ 
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made at their ReſpeSiive Memories. _—_ 


| he profeſſed that it paſſed the ſtrength of his Underſan- 


ding; and this although he allowed greater priviledges 

tothe Martyrs than to other Saints, St, Auffin could 

not digeſt an Opinion , that St. Ferom indeed made no 

difficulty to admit, that a Martyr could at the fame time 

be in places very diſtant from one another, He that a—— 
will conſult St. ZZierom about his reaſon, may find it in Vigitant. Ton 
2 little compaſs ; and when he has done, he wyl be fatis- 2: P- 158- 
fied that I-do not forbear the mentioning of it for any 
diſadvantage it would brmg to our Cauſe: But that 

which I at preſent aſſert, is this: That where we find the 

Faithful deſiring any relief by the Prayers ofthe Martyrs 

(whether they prayed to the Martyrs themſelves,or not) 

-weſtill find them at the proper Memories of thoſe Mar- 

tyrs. Thus St. Baſi, juſt now quoted ; Tou that coming 

ta THIS PLACE have found him an helper to your 

Prayer. Thus St. Hierom allo repreſents Conſtantia at 

the Tomb of Z7/arion in the relation already mentioned. 

And thus St. Auf7in in that famous Chapter of Miracles 
done by the Memories of Martyrs, where that relief P* ©1%:D- Iv. 
Which was ſuppoſed to be obtained by the Twenty Mar- * © 
tyrs, was asked at their Memory, and not at St. Stephen's ; 

as St. Stephen was ſuppoſed to help thoſe that prayed at 

his, Memory. In like manner St. ChryſofFom, who brings 
1n the Emperour doing that honour to the Apoſtles St. 

Peter and St. Paul, as to [land intreating their Prayers ; 

St. ChryſofForn, 1 ſay, introduces him to their Monuments, 

or Memories, where it was that this honour was done 

to them. And ſoin the Oration upon Bernix, Proſdoce 

& Domnina,we find this exhortation : Let us not onely wþ- cy; Tom, 
on this [Anniverſary] Feſtival, bat upon other days alſo 5. Hom. 65. 
Rick cloſe to them, and intreat them that we may obtain 
their Patrouage. The ſame obſervatiqn-holds, it you go 


to the Oration upon the Egyptian Martyrs, and to that 1d. Tom. 5. 
| M 2 


upon 
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upon /gnatius; and indeed it holds fo generally that it 
ſhould in reaſon interpret any place that mentions Invo. 
cation of the Martyrs, where it is not evidently expreſſed 
Avg. de Cura that it was done at their Memories ; I mean as I faid be- 
ub ſupra. fore, their reſpefive Memories : Unleſs ſome other place 
be diſtinttly mentioned, as in that place of St. Auftin 
now referred to, where the preſence of the Martyr out of 
his Memory was ſuppoſed to be witnefſed by his appear. 
ing, or by his works, But this was very extraordinary, 
The uſual -way of ſolliciting the Prayers of. a Martyr, 
was to go to his Memory. 
The hardeſt paſſage of all to be accounted for by this 
Rule, is that of St. Ambroſe, where he tells the Widows 
that the Argels are to be intreated as well as the Mar- 
Anne FS For though later times have found Reliques of 
Viduis Tom. 4 Angels, yet they had none then. The whole place is 
Col. 50s, 506, ſomething, obſcure, yet I will try to give the beſt account 
of it that I can. His buſineſs was to perſwade Widows to 


continue unmarried;and he tells them,that by good works 


and devotion,they would gain the aſſiſtance of the Prayers 
of the Apoſtles and Martyrs, who would now help thoſe 
that were not a-kin to them, as effetually as they helped 
their kinred by their Prayers, when they were upon 
Earth. And then he has theſe words: I would to God 
that there was ſomebody who could ſo readily pray for us; 
or indeed that very Peter who prayed for his Wrves Mother, 
and Andrew his Brother; for then they were able to obtain 
for their kinred, now they can obtain for us and for all. 1 
can make nothing of this, but that St. Ambroſe was not 
ſure St. Peter and St. Andrew were near enough to have 
their Prayers deſired, or to be ſpoken to ; though the 
beſt way to engage their Prayers, and to have them 
near us, was to abound in Alms and Devotion. But 


then headds : The Angels are to be intreated, who 
are 
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made at their Reſpefiive Memories. 


"are given to us to be our Guardians : The Martyrs are to be 


intreated, whoſe Patronage we ſeem to challenge after a ſort, 
by having the Pledge f their Bodies. They can pray a- 
gainſt our fins who have waſhed away their own fins, if they 
had any, by their own Bloud. So that the concluſion 
ſeems to be this : that although the beſt way of enga- 
ging all the Apoſtles and Martyrs, was to abound in 
Alms and Prayers, yet it would be very good alfo for 
every one to intreat his Guardian-Ayge! to pray for him, 
and to deſire the ſame of thoſe Martyrs whoſe Reliques 
were a Pledge of their nearneſs and preſence. If this be 


not the meaning of St. Ambroſe, ( for I do not love to be 


confident about the meaning of a place that is not very 
clear ) I ſhall be glad to be better inſtructed. IF it be, 
this is a farther confirmation of what I have obſerved, 
that the calling upon Martyrs in thoſe days, went by 
their Reliques and Memories. And by the way, this 
ſingle inſtance of adviſing to intreat the Angels too, 
ſeems to proceed upon the common reaſon, vzz. a ſuppo- 
ſition of the preſence of thoſe Angels, that God had 
given for our Guard. And it was a current Opinion a- 
mong(t ſome of the Greek Fathers, ( whom St. Ambroſe 
ſtudied and imitated very induſtriouſly ) that every 
good man had his Angel ; though I am not ſatisfied that 
any but St. Ambroſe carried the Opinion to this conclu- 
_ that men ſhould intreat their Angels to pray for 
them. 

So that notwithſtanding the ſingalarity of St. Ambroſe 
in adviſing to call upon Angels, I ſee little reaſon why he 
ſhould be thought to ſpeak in this faſhion, meerly be- 
cauſe he was in compariſon but a Novice in Chriſtianity, 
when he wrote this Book. Towards the end of his life 
he ſeemed to be as fond as ever he had been of the Re- 
Iques of Martyrs, and very deſirous to make his Prayers 
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P aulinus in over them, if Paulinmus may be believed ; who obferve; 
vita Anbriſ- that if the Holy Prieft went to pray in a place at which 
PE; he had never been ſeen-to pray befere, this was a token thas 
he knew by Revelation the Body of ſome Martyr to lie hid 
thereabouts. So that although the Bodies he then ſpeaks 
of were ſoon tranſlated into the Church of the Apoſtles, 
yet St. Ambroſe would looſe no time, but went forth: 
with to fay his Prayers to God at the places where they 
lay buried, and probably enough to ſpeat fo them tos ; 
believing that they were there near enough to obſerve 
and hear him, and that they would aſſiſt him with their 
Prayers. | 

Thus Sozomen tells us, that Theodoftus going out of 
t Conſtantinople in his Expedition againſt Exgenius, and 
*75z:S4 coming to the ſeventh mile, there * prayed to G:, and 
+annndalikewile + called to Fobn the Baptiſt to help him. I ſhall 
_ Þ.7- not need to inſiſt upon the difference of Expreſſion, 
praying to God, and calling to the Saint, though ſeveral 
inſtances might be produced in favour of ſuch an obſer- 
vation. For here alſo we find that the place where the 
is. c.21, Emperour prayed to God, and withal ca/ed upon the 
Baptiſt, was no other than that Church which he had | 
built for a Memory of St. Fohn Baptiſt. For it ſeems, | 
certain Monks of the Macedonian Hereſfie were faid to | 
have found the Head of the Bapriſ# at Feruſalem ; 1 
which after ſeveral removes, was at laft brought by The- 1 
odoftus to Conſtantinople, in the Suburbs whereof he þ«- 

ried it, and erefted a ſtately Church over it. So that 
here the Reliques of the Martyr were a Pledge of his Y 
Preſence and Patronage ; and here it was that Theodgf- b 
#s did not onely pray to God, but called to the Saint tor P 
Rsffin Hiſt: his Aſſiſtance too. Rufinus indeed tells us, that he 1 
"lh. 2 633 ſought help by the interceſſion of other Saints; but v 
Where was jt > Not here at St. Job Baptiſt's o_ ; | 4 
; : | ur 


made at their Refpedive Memories. $7 
but where the Reliques of the Apoſtles and Martyrs were 
kept, that is in other. Memorzes. But when the Empe- 
rour was come into /taly, and had the Enemy before 
him in the Field; though we find that he prayed, yet 
there is not the leaſt intimation of calling upon the 
Baptiſt, or upon any other Saint there. Ir 1s onely ſaid, 
that proſtituting himſelf upou the ground, he prayed with Son. lib. 7, 
tears, and God preſently. heard his Prayers. But though ©** 
the Victory was without all queſtion to be aſcribed to 
God, yet Sozomen relates a ſtrange ſtory, which he had 
taken, as it ſeems, upon common report, how the Devil 
aſcribed it to Foby the Bapiſt, For the ſame day that 
the Battel was fought,a man poſſeſſed being in the Church 
of St. Fohn Baptiſt, was heaved up very high from the 
ground, and the Devil that was in him, razed at the 1vjq. 
Baptiſt, and reproached him for having loſt his head ; but 
yet could not. forbear conteſling to him-in this manner ; 
. Thou overcomeſt me, aud defeatejſt my Army. 1 confeſs I 
am apt to ſuſpect foul play in this prank of the Devil, if 
it were true ; and do believe, that God ought to have 
had the Glory, not a whit the leſs for the Devils giving 
it to the Saint. But ſuch kind of reports were made 
uſe of to confirm People in an opinion of the preſence of 
the Martyrs at their Memories, ( for the Devil's ſpeak- 
ivg to Fohn the Baptiſt here, was his acknowledgment of 
it) and in the praQtice of making addreſſes to them 
there upon that account. 

Nothing yet appears to the contrary, but that they 
who thought the Martyrs heard when they were ſpoken 
to, believed their preſence to be limited to ſome certain 
places, in the compaſs of which they were within hear- 
ing- ButI am not-ſo vain as to undertake that there 
were none in thoſe days who called upon the Martyrs in 
all places indifferently: For while the Great men of 
. that 
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that Age ſeemed to give a full ſcope to that ſtrain of zeal : 


towards the Martyrs which was now going forward, it 
is to be feared rather, (though no ſuch thing appears) 
that ſome of the people made no difference between cal- 
ling upon their Martyrs at their Memorzes, or any where 
elle. And fo it certainly was when one of thoſe Ser- 
mons was written that are fafely attributed to St. Am. 
broſe. on | 

But *tis caough for my preſent purpoſe, that the cu. 
ſtom of calling upon the Martyrs at their reſpeQive Me- 
mories, was as yet very notorious. And this indeed 
was the ground of that Scoff of YVigzlantius, for which 
St. Hierom chaſtiſes him ſo ſeverely : What, fays he, are 
the Souls * the Martyrs therefore ſo fond of their own 
Aſhes 2 do they hover about them, and are always preſent 
with them , leſt perhaps if any one comes to pray, they 
ſhould be abſent, and incapable of hearing him > To the 
matter of which Queſtion, St. Zerom was almoſt ſilent ; 
but he laſhes him tor abuſing and laughing at the Re- 
liques of the Martyrs. The truth is, Yzgz[antius had hit 
that Popular Opinion, that the Martyrs were very much 
preſent with their Reliques, and conſequently, that the 
beſt way to be ſure of them, was to go to the Churches 
where their Reliques were, unleſs ( which happened very 
ſeldom) they ſhould diſcover a particular afte&tion to 
ſome other place, as St. H/arion did to the Garden of 
Cyprus, after his Reliques were ſtoln out of it. 

Now therefore as the firſt Addreſſes that were made 
to the Martyrs had not the nature of Prayer or Religious 
Trvocation in any other reſpeCt, ſo neither in this, that 
they aſcribed Ommnipreſence to the Saints or Martyrs. For 
not onely the Belief of that Age, but the Prafice of it 
too, in feeking the Interceſſion of the Saints, limited their 


their 
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made at their Reſpective Memories. 


their reſpetive Memories. They . that called upon the 
Saintsat all, did not indifferently call upon them in any 
place, but (if we may gather the general praftice from 
ſuch particular inſtances as we have ) they invocated 
them in ſome certain place onely, where rhey were 
thought to be within hearing. Nor can TI find that they 
thought it reaſonable to ſpeak ſo much as to one Sainr, 
at the Memory of another ; but rather to every Saint ar 
his own. | 

Which makes the Addreſſes of thoſe times to the Mar- 
tyrs, very different from the Invocation of Saints in the 
Church of Rome, which hath let her Children looſe to 
call upon every Saint in every place, as occaſion re- 
quires; and has furniſhed 'them with Lzfantes of Suppli- 
cation to all the Saints, to be uſed in all places of the 
World. 

He that cannot ſee a wide difference between theſe 
two things, can ſee nothing. The firſt practice of all, 
ktting aſide the ill conſequences of it, was to fay the 
worſt of it, but a harmleſs Superſtition; that is, when as 
yet the Reliques of the Martyrs were intire, and there 
was.but one Memory toone. The next ſtep indeed was 
ſomething dangerous, which began alſo in this Age, and 
that was allowing ſome of them ſeveral Memories in di- 
ftant places, at every one of which, I believe they were 
ſpoken to by ſome or other ; though it was yet pretty 
well, that they confined them all within ſome bounds. 
But the laſt Practice is an intolerable Afront to the Di- 
vine Majeſty, becauſe it does in effe&t aſcribe Omnipre- 
ſence to a Creature. The progreſs of the miſchief trom 
lo ſmall a beginning, to ſo ſtrange aconcluſion, was plain- 
ly this : By diſperſing the Reliques of the ſame Martyrs 
into two or more, and at length into many places, their 


Memories were by degrees ſtrangely multiplied ; = 
that 
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Theod.d?Cur. that to ſpeak the Truth, not inconſiderably in the next 
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de Mart. 


' Age, as appears by Theodoret ; and ſo by degrees they 


were allowed a greater; and by the help of new Re. 
liques ( when the old ones would bear dividing no lon- 
ger ) ſtill a greater compaſs of preſence ; till at laſt $y- 
perſtition and worldly Policy together, would not alloy 
any bounds at all to be ſet to their preſence, but would 
have them ca/ed upon no leſs than Ged in all places 


whatſoever. 


This account of the latter PraCtices of the fourth Ape 
in this matter, and of the grounds of their Practice, may 
perhaps deferve to be added to a great many others, 
whereby the difference of the Addreſſes to the Martyrs 
in that Age, from the Roman Invocation of Saints, has 
been ſhewn. I ſhall ſay no more of it, than that it may 
appear fair and reaſonable to any man that ſhall take the 
pains to compare one thing with another. At leaſt, it 
deſerves ſome conſideration, becauſe if the Addrefſles that 
were made in that Age to the Martyrs, were limited to 
ſome certain places ; it will deſtroy an Appeal to that 
Age for an Invocation which is unlimited, and aſcribes 
Omnipreſence to the Saints. And therefore if in aſſign- 
ing this difference, I have proceeded upon a. miſtake of 
the Practice of rhat Age, the Gentlemen of the Church 
of Rome are concerned to ſhew it. And when they do,it 
will be my part to ſhew that I am not fond of a Notioy, 
but can with more eaſe reject it, when it appears to be 
falſe, than I entertained it while it ſeemed to be true. 

But then 2. As the Addreſſes of the Fourth Age to the 
Saints were not properly Religious Invocations, fo nei- 
ther were they etab/iſped in the Church. There was 00 
publick Rule or Order for them, but they were wholly 
the effeAs of a private and voluntary Zeal, encouraged 
by ſome of the Guides of the Church, and perhaps con- 
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nived at by all. They were, I fay, the ations of fo ma- 
ny ſingle Chriſtians in behalf of themſelves or their near 
Relations, but no part of the eſtabliſhed Service of the 
Church. The Zzturgies were every where ſtill the ſame, 
and none but God was called upon in the Service per- 
formed at the Religious Aſſemblies of the Church. If 
the pretended Catholicks could ſhew a Ghange in the 
Service of the Church about this time, favouring the 
Invocation of Saints, that indeed were ſomething. But 
then they muſt not refer us to the ſhameful Interpola- 
tions of St. Chryſoſtom's, and other ancient Liturgies. It 
were an eaſie matter to be very large upon this Head, 
but for a reaſon I ſhall mention preſently, we will for 
the preſent go no farther than to St. Auſtin. For if his 
Authority be of any weight with them, they will ſee that 
whatever was done in the way of private Worſhip by 
ſingle Perſons, there was no change of the Service of 
the Church in this reſpe&, but that God onely was invo- 


ated i the ſtated Aſſemblies of the Faithful. Let us 


therefore hear what St. Auſim ſays, The Gentiles, faith 


he, have built Temples, raiſed Altars, and ordained Prieſts, j,, \.... n,; 
ind offered Sacrifices to their Gods. But we do not erett lib, 22. c. 10, 


Temples to our Martyrs, as if they were Gods, but Memo- 
ries as to dead men, whoſe Spirits live with God. Nor do 
we ereft Altars upon which to ſacrifice to Martyrs, but to 
one God onely do we offer, the God of Martyrs, and our God; 
at which Sacrifice, as men of God who in confeſſing him have 
overcome the World, they are named in their place and 
ay but they are not invocated by the Prieft who ſacrie 
ces. | 

St. Auſtin plainly ſpeaks of the publick Service of the 
Church at the Aſſemblies of the Faithful, in which, if 
we will take his word, no Addreſſes were made, but to 
God onely. And he expreſly fays that the Prieſt who 
N 2 admi- 
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that to ſpeak the Truth, not inconſiderably in the next 
Age, as appears by Theodoret; and ſo by degrees they 
were allowed a greater; and by the help of new Re. 
liques ( when the old ones would bear dividing no lon- 
ger ) ſtill a greater compaſs of preſence ; till at laſt $y- 
perſtition and worldly Policy together, would not allow 
any bounds at all to be ſet to their preſence, but would 
have them ca/ed upon no leſs than Ged in all places 


whatſoever. | 


This account of the latter Practices of the fourth Ape 
in this matter, and of the grounds of their Practice, may 
perhaps deſerve to be added to a great many others, 
whereby the difference of the Addreſſes to the Martyrs 
in that Age, from the Roman Invocation of Saints, has 
been ſhewn. TI ſhall fay no more of it, than that it may 
appear fair and reaſonable to any man that ſhall take the 
pains to compare one thing with another. At leaſt, it 
deſerves ſome conſideration, becauſe if the Addreſles that 
were made in that Age to the Martyrs, were limited to 
ſome certain places ; it will deſtroy an Appeal to that 
Age for an Invocation which is unlimited, and aſcribes 
Omnipreſence to the Saints. And therefore if in aſſign- 
ing this diflterence, I have proceeded upon a. miſtake of 
the Practice of that Age, the Gentlemen of the Church 
of Rome are concerned to ſhew it. And when they do, it 
will be my part to ſhew that I am not fond of a Notzy, 
but can with more eaſe reject it, when it appears to be 
falſe, than I entertained it while it ſeemed to be true. 

But then 2. As the Addreſſes of the Fourth Age to the 
Saints were not properly Religious Invocations, ſo nei- 
ther were they e/7ab/iſþed in the Church. There was no 
publick Rule or Order for them, but they were wholly 
the effefts of a private and voluntary Zeal, encouraged 
by ſome of the Guides of the Church, and perhaps con- 
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nived at by all. They were, I fay, the ations of ſo ma- 
ny ſingle Chriſtzans in behalf of themſelves or their near 
Relations, but no part of the eſtabliſhed Service of the 
Church. The Zzturgies were every where ſtill the ſame, 
and none but God was called upon in the Service per- 
formed at the Religious Aſſemblies of the Church. If 
the pretended Catholicks could ſhew a Ghange in the 
Service of the Church about this time, favouring the 
ſayocation of Saints, that indeed were ſomething. But 
then they muſt not refer us to the ſhameful Interpola- 
tions of St. Chryſoſtow's, and other ancient Liturgies. It 
were an caſte matter to be very large upon this Head, 
but for a reaſon I ſhall mention preſently, we will for 
tie prefent go no farther than to St. Auſtin. For if his 
Authority be of any weight with them, they will ſee that 
whatever was done in the way of private Worſhip by 
ſingle Perſons, there was no change of the Service of 
the Church in this reſpe&, but that God onely was invo- 


ated un the ſtated Aſſemblies of the Faithful. Let us. 


therefore hear what St. Auſtin ſays, The Gentiles, faith 


he, have built Temples, raiſed Altars, aud ordained Prieſts, ,,,...... 
W R De Civit. De 
ind offered Sacrifices to their Gods. But we do not erett lib, 22. c. 10. 


Temples to our Martyrs, as if they were Gods, but Memo- 
ries as to dead men, whoſe Spirits live with God. Nor do 
ve ereft Altars upon which to ſacrifice to Martyrs, but to 
oe God onely do we offer, the God of Martyrs, and our God; 
at which Sacrifice, as men of God who in confeſſing him have 
overcome the World, they are named in their place and 
ay but they are not invocated by the Prief} who ſacri- 
ces. 

St. Auſtin plainly ſpeaks of the publick Service of the 
Church at the Aſſemblies of the Faithful, in which, if 
we will take his word, no Addreſſes were made, but to 
God onely. And he expreſly fays that the Prieſt who 
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adminiſtred the Service, did not invocate the Martyrs, 
but named them 7# order, as men that had overcome the 
World , that is, gave Thanks and Prayers to God for 
them. And here I am much miſtaken, or elſe there is 
an obſervable difference intimated between the volunts- 
ry Addreſſes of ſingle Perſons to the Martyrs at their 
Memories, and between the mention that was made of 
the Martyrs when the Faithful aſſembled for the ordi. 
nary Service of God at the ſame Memorzes : For when 
in voluntary and private Devotion, the Saints were 
ſpoken to, it was (till at their reſpe&ive Memorzes ; but 


in the Aſſemblies of the Church for Divine Service, they 


* De Verh. 
Apoſt. Serm. 
I7. 


F Tra&at. in 
Joh. 84 


were indifferently mentioned in their place and order, 
at all the Memories of the Martyrs, but not invocated, 
But that which I chiefly obſerve, is this : That neither 
was the Martyr, whoſe Memory was the place of. God's 
publick Service, invocated in the Prayers of the Church; 
ſo that even the Addreſſes of that Age to a Martyr at 
his own Memory, were not eſtabliſhed by the Order and 
Service of the Church, but left to the voluntary Zeal of 
ſingle Perſons. 

And therefore thoſe Paſlages of this Father referred 
to by M, de Meanx, make nothing for Invocation of 
Saints. St. Auſtin, it ſeems, ( though it was a ſingular 
Opinion of his') thought 7t an * injury to a Martyr to 
pray for him, by whoſe Prayers we our ſelves are to be com- 
mended ; and theretore the Martyrs were not mentioned 
in that place of the Service, where other dead Perſons 
were commemorated , viz, thoſe for whom Prayer was 
made. And fays he; + Ar the Holy Table we do not ſo 
commemorate then as we ao others that reſt in peace, VIZ. 
as thoſe for whom we pray ; but rather as thoſe that pray 
for us, that we may tread in their ſteps. Now thoug 


St. Auſtin was one of thoſe that doubted whether the 
Petle 
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Pctitions of the Faithful arrived to the knowledge of the 
Martyrs, yet he doubted not that the Martyrs prayed 
for the Faithful , which is all that can be proved from 
theſe places. But what is this to the Invocation of 


them, which St. Auſtin alſo expreſly denies, in ſaying that 


they are not invocated by the Prieſt who Sacrifices ? 
And here we Wſt remember'what the Ancient Fathers 


meant by the Chriſtian Sacrifice, Not only the Oblation _ 


of Bread and Wine brought by all the People, and pre- 
ſented at the Holy Table, with the Prayers of the Prieſt, 
nor onely the Conſecration of thoſe Elements afterwards 
to be the Memorials of Chriſts Body and Blood, which 
they firſt laid before God, and then diſtributed to the 
Faithful ; I ſay, we muſt remember that they did not 
onely mean theſe vi/ible Sacrifices , but likewiſg all the 
Prayers, Praiſes, and Thankſgivings of the Church, which 
were Yocal Sacrifices, together with Contr:tzon of Heart, 
and all pious Aﬀedtions anſwerable to the Outward Sacri- 
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fices ; by which the Faithful offer'd up * themſelves a * 4g.de Cir. 
Sacrifice to God. This was that Reaſonable Service, and 1tD, 10s © 6. 


unbloudy Sacrifice, which the Prieſt in behalf of all the 


People, ſolemnly offered ip roGod. So that St. 4uſtir's 
meaning is this: That the Faithful being aſſembled at 


the Memories of the Martyrs for Divine Service , the 


Martyrs are not Invocatcd by the Prieſt in any part of 


the Adminiſtration. And therefore the diſtintion ot 
Sacrificial and Extrafacrificial Prayers will not avoid this 
Teſtimony, ſince the Prayers ot the Faithful at their Re- 


 ligious Aſſemblies, were all Sacrzficzal Prayers , as being 


part of the Chriſtzan Sacrifce. 
And St. Aufin, whoſe Teſtimony this is, did in this 
notion of Sacrifice , clearly follow the Doctrine. of the 


more Ancient Fathers : Let ws obſerve , ſaith he, that jig c. _ 


where God ſaid he would not have Sacrifice, there it is ſhewn 
that 


- 
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that he will have Sacrifice; He willeth not the Sacrifice of 
2 ſlain Beaſt, »but he will have the Sacrifice of a contrite 
Heart. And afterwards he addeth theſe inſtances , as 
the Ancients had done before him. 'The P/almift faith, 
Offer unto God the ſacrifice of praiſe , aud pay thy vows to 
the Moſt High, and call upon me in the gay of tribulation, 
aud 1 will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt oc mic. = 
"Tis true, that heſometimes diſtinguitheth the wvi/i2/e 
O2lations of the Church, from Prayers and Praiſes ; as 
where he argues, that the vi/ible Sacrifices are to be of- 
fered up to God onely ; whoſe viſible Sacrifice we our 
ſelves are in our hearts ; as-in vocal Prayer and Praiſe 
we pray to God, and praiſe him onely, to whom we of- 
ter the devotion of the Heart. But though in that place 
he doth ggot call Prayers and Praiſes, Sacrifices , as he 
doth elſewhere very frequently ; yet even there he ta- 


keth it for granted, that when the Faithful were aſſem- 


bled for praying to God and praiſing him, they addreſſed 
themſelves to none but to Him. 

It is ſo plain even from this Father, that the Invocatt- 
on of Martyrs and Saints, was no part of the Service of 
the Church, that I have thought fit to inſiſt onely upon 
his Teſtimony; eſpecially ſince Monſieur d& Meaux has 


been pleaſed to bring in the words of the Council of | 


Trent, exphaining their praiſe in Invocating the Saints: 


Becauſe, faith he, the Council doth almoſt make uſe of the 


very words of this Holy Biſhop. Let us firſt hear the 
words of the Council : The Church does not offer Sacrife- 
ces to the Saints, but to God alone, who has Crowned them : 
The Prieſt alſo does not addreſs himſelf to St. Peter and St. 
Paul, ſaying, 1 offer up to you this Sacrifice ; but rendring 
thauks to God for their Vittories, he demands T HEITR 
ASSISTANCE, to the end that thoſe whoſe Memory 
me celebrate upon Earth, would vouchſaſe to pray for us in 

ea 
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Heaven. Now let us hear the words of St. AuS7in, in 
that place to which Monſieur de Meaux refers. But we 
do not appoint Temples, Prieſthoods, _— Rites, and Sacri- 
fices to the Martyrs, becauſe not They, but their God is our 
God. Indeed, we honour the Memories of the Martyrs as 
of holy men, &xc. But who of the Paithful ever heard the 
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Prieſt, ſtanding at the Altar, though eretted for the Honour 19 th, 8c 


and Worſhip of God, over the holy Body of a Martyr,-to ſay 27. 


in the Prayers, I offer Sacrifice to thee , O Peter, or Paul, 
or Cyprian ; when at their Memories *tis offered to God, 
who made them both Men and Martyrs, and aſſociated them 
to the Angels in heavenly glory ; that by this ſolemnity we 
may give thanks to the True God for their Viftories , and 
that we by renewing inour ſelves the remembrance of them, 
may be excited by imitating them to ſtrive for ſuch Crowns 


and Palms as they have obtained F THE SAME t Fodem in- 


True God BEING INVOC ATED FOR OUR 
ASSISTANCE. Itſeems there is almoF? no difference 
made by putting the Saints inſtead of God, Let Mon- 
ſieur de Meaux lay his hand upon his Heart, and tell us 
honeſtly for once, whether Fodem ixvocato in Auxilium, 
do not refer to the True God ſpoken of before, and not 
to the Saints 2 And iffo, what there is in this paſſage of 
the ZZoly Biſhop , that makes for the Invocation of 
Saints ? 

And now Monſieur Je Meaux may go on as long as 
he thinks fit to make Triumphs, upon our Acknawledge- 
ment, that during the Fourth Centary., the Church defired 
the Prayers of Martyrs, and honoured Reliques. For he 
goes ON in this ſtrain, in his late Paſtoral Letter, where 
he declaims fo Tragically againſt:thoſe that (if you will 
believe him) charge Idolatry upon the 7/luſtrious Fourth 
Age ; yea that wery Age wherein the Prophecies of the 


Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt were accompliſhed more mane? 
| | [DAR 
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than ever ; when the Kings of the Earth till they Perſecutor, 
of the Name of Jeſus became according to the Ancient Oracles, 
his Adorers. My Lord the Biſhop of Meaux knew when it 
was convenient to uſe the ſtile of a perfe& Gentleman. 
But ſince he wrote his Expoſition, the Caſe of ſome of his 


 Countrey-men is ſomething altered, . though the Cauſe 
be the ſame. Now the Blaſphemzes of the Proteſtants 


put him into fits of Amazement, and he cannot tell 
what Forrour they are worthy of. But to do him right, 
he keeps true to one old principle, that will I believe be 
dear to him as long as he hives : Once more , my Breth. 
ren, let us not diſpute, let us not run into Controverſie. No, 
by no means ; for it is much eaſier to dec/aim, than to 
diſpute, to take things for granted, than to prove them; 
and to make gexeral flouriſhes, than to enter into exami- 
nation of particulars, What can be more-eafie than to 
exclaim in this manner ? The Ambroſes, the Auguſtines, 
the Hieroms, the Gregories of Nazianzene, the Baſiliug's, 
ard the Chryſoſtomes, whom al Chriſtians have reſpefted 
even till now as the Doftors of Truth ! But hold a little; 
if great Names will do the buſineſs, let us ſee what we 
can do in this kind: * Can you endure, my Brethren, thoſe 
*« who have forſaken the Trenews's , the Tuſtin-Martyrs, 
« the Clemens's of Alexandria, the Tertullians, the Origen, 
* the Cyprians, the Athanaſius's, whom all Chriſtians do pre- 
*« tend even now to reſpett as Dottors of Truth» Thole, my 
«* Brethren,that were more-Ancient than the Ambroſes,&c. 
« and moſt of whom laid down their lives in a Glorious 
« Martyrdom, which none of the other did 2 It is true, 
«* Brethren, that ſome part of the Propheczes was fulfilled, 
© when, the Empire took the Church into its proteCtion ; 
* but we do not find it was foretold alſo, that the GChri- 
* ſtians of that Age would be wiſer or better than their 
« Forefathers, Does not Monſieur de Meaux tell _ 

Att- 


lbme of the Fathers my” the latter end of the Fourth 


not equal to the Authority of the firſt Ages. 

«Antichriſt maſt come according to the Prediftions of the 
« Apoſtles. But when that happens, the timesare not to 
« be much the better tor it. It was the admirable good- 
« neſs of God, to Crown the Church at laſt with Peace 
« and Glory. But do not think the Authority of that 
« Age is to be regarded the more, becauſe it was /luſtrious 
« for the Wealth and Splendor of this World, leaſt by the 
« fame reaſon you ſhould undervalue the Authority of 
«the more Ancient Ages , Which were /u/trious for no» 
« thing but Truth, and Godlinefs, and Martyrdom ; which 
«;f you ſhould do, my Brethren , might we not well 
«cry out , Oh prodigy , unheard of amongst Chriftians ! 
«that we ſhould begin to think it a better mark of a 
« pure Church, to have it in its power to perſecute others, 
«than to endure perſecution her ſelf after the example 
" of Chri$F and his ApoSFles. 

It is an eaſie matter to requite a Declamation. But 
would not the Biſhop of Meaux fay to this, that the 7re- 
ws's, &c. do not condemn what is now praQiſed in 
the Church of Rome 2 So do we fay that we are far from 
carging the Ambroſes, &c. with Idolatry ; and that 
the DoCtrines and PraCtiſes of that Age, with reſpe& to 
the points that we are upon, are ſo vaſtly different from 
That we now ſee in the Church of Rome, that if the 
Church of Rowe be Idolatrous, it does by no means fol» 
by, that the Fourth Age was ſo. So that we muſt come 
to diſputing at laſt, whether we will or not, if wetalk of 
theſe queſtions to any purpoſe. 

I have ſhewn the firſt fteps that were made towards the 


Irvocation of Saiuts,which I confels is an Innovation main- 


taned by the Church of Rome,that of all the reſt bids the 
laireſt for Antiquity : Becauſe there wasa certain Addrefs 
to Martyrs uſed by many Chriſtiavs, and commended by 


Age, 
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Age, which looks ſomething like it, till you come near 
to examine the matter throughly. But then you may 
diſcern ſo conſiderable a difference, that *ris a vain thing 
to pretend that the /nvocation of Saints, as now pradtiled 
in the Church of Rome, was as Ancient as the Concluſion 
of the Fourth Age. All that we need to grant, is this ; 
That thoſe begznnings are ſo Ancient , which firſt did 
give occaſion to it, and which with the help of /gnorance 
and Szper/tition did at length bring it into the Church, 


d IO. 


Hitherto the Honour done to the Martyrs was that of 

Founding Churches upon their Rel/zques, and frequenting 

them both for the publick Service of God , and for pre 

vate Devotions, in which the Martyrs themſelves were 
ſometimes called upon, as if they were preſent at their 
Memories. But this was done before their Images 

came to be ſet up in the Church, ſo much as for Orn« 

ment, and long before they were thought of for Wor 

ſhip. We have already noted the ACt of Epiphanins, in 

tearing the Picture of Chrif,- or ſome other Saint , (for 

he knew not well what it was ) which he found upon 4 

Veil: Ana of Indignation ſo much the more remark: 

able, becauſe the Church where it was done was in the 

Hire, Tom. Dioceſs of Fohx Biſhop of Hieruſalem, to whom therefore 
2- Ep. 60. v- Epiphanius thought fit to give an account of itin that E 
M piſtle which is to be ſeen in Sr. Zzerom's Works : And 
the reaſon he gives for what he did, is as remarkable as 

the Action was. When I ſaw this in a Church of Chrift, 

that the Pifture of a man ſhould bs hanged up there,againft 

the Authority of the Scriptures, F tare it, &c. And again, 

T intreat thee to command ithe Presbyters of that place to 

provide for the future , that ſuch Veils being Py to 

what 
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Church of ChrifF.. I 
But as for the Images of Martyrs and Saints, why 


in the fourth Age. 
what our Religion allows, may not be hanged up in the 


ſhould I go about to prove that they were not yet 
brought into Churches, when the pretended Catholicts 
are fain to give reaſons why they were hardly to be met 
with amongſt Chriſtians even out of Churches. Petavi- 


#5 excuſeth the matter thus: The Images of Chrift and 


the Saints were not uſed, left they ſhould be taken by the 
rude and unskilful people, for Idols, to which they ſhad been 


-FY 


accufFomed, And afterward : Images are not evil of per. Dogm. 
themſetves, nor forbidden by any Law of God; nevertheleſs, To. Tom. 4- 


Wt 2. © 32 


that no ſhadow of SuperFition and 1dolatry, might give of- Y +82, $83: 


fence to the tender, and, as I may ſay, the unſetled minds of 
Chriftians , and that the Gentiles might not objeft to thoſe 
of our Religion who abhorred Idols, aud diſſwaded men from 


them,that themſelves alſo had certain Images of their own ; 
% likely they were but ſparingly uſed for about the firft Four 


Ages, all which time the abominable Worſhip of Devils in 


Idols, together with a mo#? cruel vexation of the Chriftian 


name, went on. At length the Fifth Age being come, after 


that the Church had gained her freedom, and began boldly 
#0 Frretch forth her arms, Images began to appear in moit 
Places, and were ſhewn in Temples and Oratories ; whereas 
. bitherto though they had been in ſome uſe, yet they were not 


to be ſeen ſo promiſcuouſly and frequently. In good time ! 


'But if fuch a man as Petavins could have ſhewn any aſe 
of Images all this while that any Art could draw to his 
Purpoſe, he had not ſerved the Cauſe with this miſera- 


ble account of the late ſetting up of Images. With the 


like to which Salmeros ſatisfied himſelf, as to the ſilence 
of the Scriptures about the Worſhip of Saints, as we have 
already ſeen. Now to make this appear /ikely, he inſiſts 
. upon it, that the Ancients diſputed againſt the Temples 
\FIy O 2 


and 
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and Altars of the Zeatheys , though when peace and j;. 
berty was given to the Church, the Chrif7taxs had mani. 
ficent Churches and Altars of their own. But nothing can 
be more vain, for from the firſt the Church had its Al. 
tars or holy Tables, and its holy Places too, ſuch as the 
times would permit. And therefore this Inſtance doth 
not reach to the Caſe of Images which they had not. 
But where the ſtate of the Controverſie lay between the 
Chriſtians and the Heathens about Temples and Altars, 
and what was the difference between the oneand the 6. 
ther, is too long to inſert here ; and therefore I refer the 
Reader to Mr. Mede's Diſcourſe concerning Churches, 
Par. 1. Book 2. where 'tis handled with exquiſite di. 
ligence. 

But if Petavius his reafon hath any probability, why 
were nor Images brought in preſently upon ConfFantine's 
coming tothe Empire, at leaſt after the death of Faiian? 
For then the Church enjoy'd Peace and Power ;' ualeſs it 


were to be faid, that by ſtepping boldly into that pra 


(affoon as they had gained power) which they had utter. 
ly condemned in their diſtreſs they knew-that they 
ſhould bring the reproach of inſincerity upon ther 
Profeflion, and that therefore it was more adviſable to 
ſtep into it by degrees. But he that can believe this of 
the Ancient Church , muſt not pretend any great Reve- 

rence for it. | 
But whereas Petavius thought this to be the Hel 
reafon-, why we hear not of Images fo long together, 
v2. that it would furniſh the Heathens with obje@jons. 
T ſhall not fear to oppoſe this ConjeAure with another, 
and to fay, that it is more _/zkely and credible, that if 
the Antient Fathers had thought it lawful to bow down 
to Images, and to Worſhip them,they would have brought 
this practiſe in with one conſent ; and that becauſe = 
| "_ | Gentiles 
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kk. | Gentiles had been accuſtomed to the worſhipping of 
fl Images : For it is incomparably more eafie to bring men 
an | from worſhipping ſome Images to worſhip others, (as 
Al. the Feſuits knew by experience) than from worſhip- 
he ping Images, to worſhip none at all, Nay, it is yet 
th more likely that Images were brought into ſeveral 
Of. Churches in the fifth Age, in compliance with the incli- 
he nations of many of the Gextzles ; who, now the Church 
rs, ſhined with the Glory of rhe World, thronged into it, 
0 | before they had worn off their Superſtition and fondneſs 
he | of Irnages; and that the reafon why it was done no 
s, ſooner, was this : that the Zeal of the Ancient Church 
li.  againft Images being yet freſh in the minds of men, muſt 
needs hinder their coming into any uſe immediately, and 
Iy kave it tobe a work of fome time. And it is not «#- 
's likely that Petavius himſelf was welt aware of theſe - 
12 things, for otherwife he wasnot likely to confels, that in 
it this Controverfie about Tmages, we are ntt to have regard 
ſe to the Examples and Orders of the mere ancient Church, 
fe but rather of latter 1#mes ; which 1s in more civil terms 
y to confeſs it was an Iynovation: for ſurely this learned 
i  Feſuit knew better, than to ſay that in s Controverſie 
0 about the Antiquity of wor ſhipping Images, we ought za- 
tl ther 70 regard latter times than the Ancient Church. 
. But they that will figd Church-Anthority for Image- 
Worſhip, muſt go down yet lower, even beyond the 


) 8 fifth, ſixth, and feventh Ages of the Church, Piftures 

" | were in the fifth Age brought into divers Churches; for 

, Ornament and ſuſtraftion. The Hiſtories of 'the Od and 

» | New Teſtament, and at length the Paſſions of Martyrs, 

ft | and tories of Sajvrs, were to be ſeen upon the Walls of 

1 | Churches. Indeed when the feventh Age was now 

© coming in, we find the People of Marſeilles begain to Gre. libs. 
* | worſhip Images ;* which'Serenuw * their Biſhop Giſcert- chun, ©" 
$ _ an, 
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ing; broke 'em down. Which breaking of them, 'Grego- 


ry the Great difallowed, becauſe he thought. 4nages were 
.inſtead of Books to them that could not read ; but the 


worſhipping of them he diſallowed as much as Serene. 


It is likely enough that ſome unwarrantable regard to 
Images, began about the ſame time-to obtain in other 


places. For in the ſeventh Age there were warm Con- 


-troverſies about it, -which grew to ſuch a.heat in the 


Reign of Leo 1/aurus, that he commanded the Images to 
be broken down. But Superſtition had gotten ſuch an 


. head, - that this would not do ; but his Son Conſtantine 


was forced. to call together a- Council, (which conſiſted 


of 338 Biſhops) to put an end to thoſe Troubles, if it 


might be done. - And they did their parts effectually: 


for they did not onely decree againſt the worſhipping of 


Images, but the. retaining of them. Now thirty years 


after this, towards the end of the Eighth Age, another 


Council was aſſembled at Nice , by the promotion 
of the Empreſs reve ; in which Image-Worſhip was 
ſtoutly maintain'd, but with ſuch kind of Arguments, 
that if I were for the Worſhip of Images, I ſhould be 
very well content to loſe the ad: antage of the Councils 


Authority, provided I might never be, reproached with 


their Reaſoning. The Cauſe was upheld by Adrian I, 
then Biſhop of Rome, who ſent the Acts of this ſecond 
Nicene Council to Charles the Great. Charles calls a 


Council of -/talzan, German, and French Biſhops at Frank- 
ford, in which it was determined againſt the Conſtantine 
politan:'Council, that Images might .be' retazned ; and 


ſmartly concluded againſt theſe Nzcexe Fathers,that: with- 
out impiety they could ot be worſhipped. It was un- 
lucky that the late beginning of Antiquity for the Wor- 
ſhip of Images, ſhould be diſcredited by.-\uch an Autho- 


- rity, and robb'd of all pretence, to. 7niverſality. And 


there» 
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| No Addreſſes fo the B. Virgin in the 4th Age. ro3: 


therefore Petavius, as others had done, comforts himſelf 
with tat vain pretence that the Council of Franiford' 
*underſtood not the ſence of the Nzcene Biſhops. It is * Petav. Dog. 
2 vain pretence, becauſe the Ads of the Nicene Council = kr 4. 
lay before the Fathers of Frankford. But the Nzcene 

Dodrine was condemned about 32 years after this at 


| Paris, and was indeed generally oppoſed in the Weſterr 


Churches. So that it ſeems there is ſome reaſon why 
Image-Worſhippers ſhould not regard the Examples and - 
Conſtitutions of the Antient, but rather of the latter 
times of the Church. 

But when began the Worſhip of the Bleſſed Virgin ? 
And why have we forgotten her all this while > Even 
becauſe the Fathers forgat her firſt. *Tis true, we find 
in Gregory Nazianzen's + Oration upon St. Cyprian, the + Greg. Naz, 
ſtory of Fuſtina the Virgin, calling upon the Virgin Ma- Orat-18. Ter. 
ry to defend her againſt the unchaſt deſignes of Cyprias, 
who, if we may believe the Tale, was once a Conjurer at- 


Antioch, &c. But by St. Cyprian's Life, written by Pox- 


tius his Deacon, it is evident that this ſtory is void of all 
circumſtance of Truth. * Baroxius himſelf confeſſes as *,Bar. A. D. 
much: And: by the endeavours that have been uſed to $5%N:5,, 
mend the Tale for the credit of G. Nazzaxzen, 'tis plain 06jed. Culture 
that there is no remedy, but it muſt go-for an inexcuſa- P: 51 ©* 
ble buſineſs. And therefore if ever there was cauſe from - 
the matter of a .Writing imputed-to a man of great 
Name and Authority to conclude *tis none of his ; this 
equity is to be ſhewn-to Gregory Nazzanzen ; it being in-- 
credible that a man of his Worth and Abilities, ſhould ei- 
ther invent ſuch a Lye, or be made to believe it. Icon- 
fes *tis hard on-the one hand to believe that-this ſtory 
ſhould be fo dextrouſly ſhuffled into Nazzanzer's Ora- 
tion, that the Impoſtor was never diſcovered ; yet on: 
the-other - hand, *tis .harder to believe. that ſuch a man: 

As, 


104 - | The Worſhip of the B. Virgin 
as he ſhould lend his Belief and his Breath to fo abſurd a 
Fable. | 
Eyiph. Heres. Epiphanius allo tells us of ſome Arabian Women that 
75. lib. 3. . worthipped the Virgin Mary, by laying a Cake before 


collyrid. her for ſome days, and offering it up to her, and then 


of a Father and a Mother. If the Virgin had then been 

invocated with Prayers and Hymns, is it to be thonght 

Fer. 78. Adv. that Epiphanius , who in the foregoing diſcourlſe raifed- 
Antidicom. the honour of the Virgin as high as Truth would fuffer 
him, would not have faid it zhere, or diſtinguiſhed it from 

Sacrifice here.2 He fays indeed, Let Mary be honoared ; 

but: let the Father Son, and Holy Ghoſt be adored. But if 

it had been then as it is now, Epiphanius could not __ 

avoid- 
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bythe Collyridians,oppoſed by the Catholicks. 


avoided ſaying, Let Mary be worſhipped with Religious 
Invocation indeed but let God onely be worſhipped with Sa= 
crifice. Bat does he intimate any thing of this nature ? 
Nay, he does as plainly exclude all Religious Worſhip of 


| her, as it was poſſible to exclude a thing which had not- 


then obtained in the Church. For fays he, God did not 
commit the Power of Baptizing to Mary, or of Bleſſing his 
a or any Authority upon Earth. This onely he 
vouchſafed to her, to be a Santtified Creature, and worthy 
to enter into his Kingdom, But it ſhe had been then a- 
dored in any fort, and Epiphanius had approved it, he 
was ſtrangely forgetful ot the duty of a good Writer, 
not to ryention it 1n this place at leaſt, where the plain 
Rules of Diſcourſe obliged him, and would have led him 
toit. All whichy, makes it evident that we are to take 
Worſhip or Adoration here in. the proper ſence of the 
- word , and not for vifib/e Sacrifices onely. And the 
whole place is the more unlucky ro the Worſhippers of 
the B. Virgin, becauſe no comfort is to be had from that 


log 


expreſſion of * honouring her, which Epiphanius requires * pz ins 
we ſhould do. For that by this he did not mean any Mz: 


Religious Worſhip, is I think reaſonably plain, from what 
he ſays concerning, Eve, in this very Diſcourſe : Let our 


Mother Eve Þ be hononred, as being formed by God. 1 do not + «,;9. 


know that Prayers are faid to Eve in the Roman Church : 
But I am confident Ep:iphapiys was a ſtranger to any 
ſuch thing in his time. K that it we examine theſe 
words of worſhipping and honouring, as they ſtand in Epi= 
Phanius , never ſo long, they will confeſs this and no 
more, that we muſt think and ſpeak very honourably 
of Mary, as being a moſt holy woman, and the Virgin 
Mother. of Jeſus; but that we muſt at no hand adore 
her with any ſort of Invocation or Religious Rites what- 
foever. And fo I ſhall conclude this plain buſineſs _ 

P the 


106 TheiB. Virgin bononred in the fourth Age, | 
the words of Epiphanius : Although Mary be excellently 
good and holy, and to be honoured, ſhe is not yet to be hi. 
noured ſo as to be worſhipped. By which we may judge 
of the modeſty or underſtanding of him,whoever he was, 
that clap'd the name of St. Epiphanius to that fulſome 

+ De Laudib. +, Oration concerning the B. Virgin ; where the Angels, 

| ey Fhiph. Cherubim and Seraphimare brought in adoring her, &c. 

| As for what we have concerning the B. Virgin in the 
Liturgy faid to be St. Chryſoſtom's, and pretended to be 
tranſlated by Eraſmus, . it /is all- manifeſt Interpolation, 
being directly contrary to St. Chrvſoſtom's DoQtrine in 
his undoubted Writings. ' Could he that affirms, that if 

*: 4,22: Chriſt were not by * nature the Son of God, he had 


ty. 2 prnrtv 55 


-: £5 been inferiour to the Angels, affirm alſo that the Bleſſed- 


cw Virgin ( who is naturally no Goddeſs") is incomparably 
C ap _—_ more glorious than the Cherubim aud Seraphim 2 Or that 
{14, in Joan. ſhe was unſpotted, whom he plainly notes for + Ambi- 
c 2. £01-29. tzon and Deſire of Worldly Glory, and ſuppoſes to be 
checked by Feſus for it > Concerning the Bleſled Vir- 

gin, and the priviledge ſhe had by being the Mother of 

Feſus, they ſpake in thoſe days, as we-of the Reforma- 

tion now do: 'St:; Chryſoltom be witneſs for this, in the 
place laſt cited. * When thou heareſt that Woman 

* ſaying, Bleſſed is the Womb that bare thee, and the Paps 

© that give thee ſuck ; and then himfelf anſwering, Tea, 

* rather bleſſed. are they: thgt hear the Word of God and 

* keepit. Do not think Nr theſe words argued con- 

« rempt of his Mother, but that he would ſhew how 

« [ittle it would profit her that ſhe was his Mother, if 

« ſhe were not exceedingly good and faithful. But if it 

&« profited Mary nothing at all, that Chrif? was born of 

« her, unleſs ſhe had the virtue of the Soul, much leſs 

« good will it do us, to have an excellent Father, Bro- 

« ther, or Child, whilſt we have none of their Virtue----- 

« For 


as now by the Reformed Catholicks. 107 
/ «For we are to' place our hope of ſalvation in nothing, 
. | * next to the Grace of God, but onely in'our proper 
J « good Actions and Qualities. For if that Relation 
| « which Mary had to Chrif?, were a thing of it ſelf pro- 
; « fitable, the Jews had found it ſoin ſome degree. For 
; « Chriſt was akin to them after the Fleſh ; and ſo had the 
« City 1n which he was born, and fo had his Brethren. 
«But whilſt his Brethren did juſt what pleaſed them- 
« ſelves, the honour they had to be of kin to him, pro- 
« fited them not at all, but they were condemned with 
« the reſt of the World. A great deal more to this pur- 
poſe you may find in this excellent Father, and that in 
the place by me cited ; by which you may ſee what the 
ſtrain of that Age was, as to the Bleſſed Virgin, and how 
'yery unlike to that which was taken up in following * 2/9 Le-. 
times ; ſome inſtances of which, we have in Fomzlies —— 
flſly attributed to * St. Chryſoſtom. \_ ..., Kc Tom.6, 
In ſhort, if we ſet aſide ſpurious Writings, ſuch as the 
Sermon concerning the 4ſſumption of the Bleſſed Yir- 
gin, publiſhed in St. Zzerow's Works, and attributed by 
lome to Sophronius, but was moſt certainly written long 
after they were both dead ; and the two Prayers ( at- 
tributed to * St. Ambroſe ) Preparatory to Maſs ; in the + 
ſecond of which, God is deſired ( according to the Ge- 
nius of after-times) to inſpire the Bleſſed Virgin firſt, 
ind then the Apoſtles, and then the Martyrs and Con- 
|- feſprs, with the thougat of praying to God for the Prieft : 
V But the beſt learned: amongſt the Papiſts have been a- 
if ſhamed to produce theſe Prayers' 4s St. Ambroſe's, they 
t are ſo' evidently ſippaſititious. : If we ſet aſide alſo the 
of | Book of Meditations which the Latin Rhymes that are 
ſs in it convince oi: Novelty ; and the Treatiſe of the 4/- 
p | ſunptiqn, attributed to St. Auſtin,” and rhe Sermons un- 
-- | der his name upon- the Feall of the\Aimuntiation; whicl 
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The Martyrs more honoured than the B. Virgin. 


could be none of his, becauſe that Feaſt was not then in 
being : And in one word, all thoſe Writings which 
Learned men of the Romay Communion have themſelves 
confeſſed to be at leaſt doubtful, though they had for 
ſome time gone under the names of Fathers of the 
Fourth Age. Setting theſe aſide, I ſay, we find but mo. 
derate things ſpoken of the Bleſſed Virgin. 

Aﬀter all the pains that have been taken to make 
ſome of her Feſtivals Ancient, it 1s more than probable 
that as yet ſhe had none ; and that. tlie Fathers of the 
Fourth Age, who are cited for one or. two of them, have 
been, without their conſent, made to ſpeak the ſence of 
after-Ages, that were Joath to. be deſtitute of all pretence 
from Antiquity, for: making the honour of the Bleſſed 
Virgin a all that was done. to others Martyrs and 


* Conſtic. A-. Saints. For the *Conſtitutions do not ſo much as men» 
pot, 1.8. ©33 tion one of her Feſtivals, where one would think they 
ſhould have omitted.none. 


The. Salatation of Ave Maria has now for ſome time 


run-through the Religion of the Church of Rome , in 


publick and private Devotions ; but in this. Age no 
Example or Recommendation of any ſuch thing is.to be 


me waa, 2 | | 

| No, nor one Prayer to her, do we yet hear of ; which 
plainly ſhews, that ( whatever the ſuperſtition of ſome 
one private Perſon or other might be, of which we can» 
not affirm or deny any thing ) her Worſhip was no part 


of the Religion of the Age. If you would know the 


firſt bold man, after the Colyridians, that brought her 
into the Church to be invocated ; Nicephorus will tell 


- _ _ you it was + one Peter Fullo,a Biſhop indeed, but an Eu- 


tychian, who found out four very profitable things,if you 
will believe Nicephorus ; one whereof, was, that the holy 
Name of the Virgin ſhould be called upon in every Prayer. 
cpa h How 


In the fourth Age, and long after. 


How the invention of this man was entertain'd, I can- 
not ſay : He lived near the ſixth Age. But neither is 
thus much Antiquity to be boaſted of, nor was it for the 
credit of the Innovation, to have an Heretick tor its Au- 
thor. 

The Church was full of the Memories of the Martyrs ; 
but as yet the Bleſſed Virgin had none. What a ſtrange 
thing was it, that Theodoret, who ran the honour of tlic 
Martyrs to that height, that it requires ſome Candour i 
bring him down with ſafety and honour ; that he, I ſay, 
ſhould make no mention at all of the Bleſſed Virgj-, 
and the Solemnities that were due to her: and that in z 
Diſcourſe where he profeſſedly brings in the Martyrs, 
ſupplanting thoſe Dzmons which had been fo long terved 


I09 


by the Pagan World. He could name * Peter, Pau!, * Theod. de 


Thomas, Sergius, Marcellus, Leontius, Antoninus, and 


Cindi Greets 


affect, De 


Mauritius, Do we think the Bleſſed Virgin had been Martyr adFin, 


left to be underſtood amongſt the other Saints that had 
their So/emnuzrzes alſo, if ſhe had had even in Theodoret's 
time any at all 2 But why ſhould we talk of her Memo- 
ries, when as yet her Reliques were not found, nor in all 
likelihood ſought for 2 ſince if they had, *tis not. to be 


doubted, but thoſe Monks, or others like them, that - 
went up and down with the Bones of Martyrs, if indeed 


they were Martyrs Boxes, would have gratified the curio- 


lity of devout People, with ſome of thoſe Reſiques that . 


Poſterity a long time after was bleſſed with ; viz. ſome 
of the Bleſſed Virgin's Hair, her Combs, her Hood, her 
Slipper, her Eſpouſal Ring, nay and ſome of her Milk too, 


with ſuch other things, which came not to light, till ſome . 


Ages after the zeal of Reliques began in the Church. 
But when once Devotion begah to turn towards her, 

no time was loſt; and though it was late firſt, yet her 

Service preſently overtook, and at laſt went beyond the 


honour - 
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honour that was done to the other Saints and Martyrs, 
The Thirteenth Age produced a Relique'ot the B. Virgin, 
ſo famous for the Miracle that brought it into Exrope,and 
for the Miracles that have been done by 1t ever ſince, 
that the Reliques of the other Saints are nothing to it; 
And that is her Houſe once at Nazareth, where ſhe was 


Born, and viſited by the Argel ; which Houſe was car- | 


ried by Angels out of Paleſtine, into Dalmatia, and from 
thenee into /faly, where it now ſtands, and is our Lady 
of Loretto's Chappel. By the Forthteenth Century ſhe 
had gain'd no leſs than ſeven Fe/tzvals in the year, which 
I mention to ſhew the growing Devotion of the Romay 
Church towards the B. Virgin; not that we make this 
any great matter of complaint ; no, though they were 
twice ſeven, if the Fats upon which they were grounded 
were true, and the grounds reaſonable, and God onely 
were worſhipped in the celebration of ſuch PFef+ 
vals. | 
The later Do&ors have made too much amends 
for the modeſty of the Ancient Fathers, who ſpake 
indeed of her very honourably , but within bounds, 
The World was ſomething altered in the middle of the 
Seventh Age, if Pope Martin faid what we find in 
+ Anaſtaſius : Whoever does not Honour and Adore the 
Bleſſed Virgin the Mother of God, let him be accur: 
ſed. Of which Curſe, * Germanus the Patriarch of Con- 
ſtantinople, was in no danger, if he addreſſed himſelf 
in this manner to the Bleſſed Virgin : No body ts replent- 
ſhed with the knowledge of God, but by thee, O moſt Holy. 
No body is ſaved but by thee, O Mother of God, No body 
is delivered from danger, but by thee, O thou beloved of 
God. Again: Thou having the power of a Mother with God, 
doft beyoud meafare gain Pardon for them who fin beyond 
meafare. For it cannot be that thou ſhouldſt not be heard, 

vets th 
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/ after ſhe began to be Worſhipped. II 


becauſe to all purpoſes and in all things,and through all things 

God obeys thee as his true aud immaculate Mother. This 

was pretty well for the eizhth Age ; as likewiſe was that 

of Damaſcene, who calls the B.Virgin, + The Lady and Go + 7," amaſe. 
verneſs of all Creatures. No wonder therefore that Cardi- !iÞ: 4. c. 15. 
nal Peter Damian coming long after theſe, telleth her that 

the comes before the Altar of Reconciliation, not askin? on- 

ly, but commanding ; as a Lady, not as a Servant, 1 know 

not whether he was the Author of thole glorious Titles 

which have fince furniſhed ſome of the Hymns that we 

meet with in the Ofices of the Bleſſed Virgin * The Hom. de 
Queen of the World, The Window of Heaven, The Gate of RR _ 
Paradiſe, The Tabernacle of God, The Star of the Sea, The 155. . 
Heavenly Ladder, by which the Heavenly King came down 

to us below,and by which man who grovelled upon the ground, 

aſcends in exaltation to Heaven. But Anſelm that lived 

in the ſame Age with him, ſpeaks more fully : || 15 God || 4»6m.Cant. 
» the Father, and God of all things, by his power creating ail i E*cell.Vix- 
things ; ſo Bleſſed Mary the Mother of God, re(toring all OY 
things by her Merits, is the Mother and Lady of the Uni. 

verſe. Which agrees very well with that reaion he had 

ven before, why her Son went to Heaven betore her : 
+ Perhaps, O Lord, leſt thy Court in Fleavea ſhould [and in T 19d. c. », 
doubt whom it ſhould-rather go out to meet, thee their Lord, , . 
coming to take poſſeſſion of thy Kingdom , or her their Lady F:ſiirs cha11. 
rode to that Kingdom alſo, which belonged to her by qa "9m p. 478. 
Mothers right. To this nothing could be added in fo 4% 
little a time beyond Bonaventare's Pſalter , who taking 

the Pſalms of David, put in Lady inflead of Lord, in this 

manner : O come /et us ſing unto our Lady, Etc. Let every 

thing that hath breath praiſe our Lady. But not content * Plate. Boney, 
with this, he framed the * Arhanafian Creed to her Serr bh, 112, 
vice too, beginning thus : Whoſoever will be ſaved, be- © 


fore all things it is necefſary that he ſhould hold a firm Faith 
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concerning the Virgin Mary ; which Faith except a man 


keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he ſhall periſh ever. 


laſtivgly. And now: whoſoever ſhall conſider the Liza. 
nies ot the Bleſſed Virgin, and her Roſaries, and the Pray. 
ers and Hymns of her'Saturday's Oitice, and her Pſalzers, 
and the vaſt number of Books of Devotion to her, and 
the Worſhip that is accordingly given to her in preten- 
ded Catholick Countries; - whoſoever ſhall conſider what 
they ſay to her in thoſe Prayers and Hymns, &c. which 
the Speculum Beate Virginis , juſt now publiſhed, has put 
togetizer, may- perhaps find there are Cauſes of Forror 
which Monſteur de Meaux 1s not fo much concerned at 
as he ought to be: He may juſtly fear, that if the Refor: 
mationdid 'not give ſome little check , neither would 
theſe exceſſes ſtop here; though in many places no- 
thing now remains to be done, but without any farther 
reſervednels, to ere Altars proper to the Bleſſed Virgin 
in every Church, as the + Feſuztes began to do in Chi: 


-- HA 


'O Bleſſed God, look down in thy mercy upon the 
miſerable eſtate of ChriFttanity in ſo many parts of the 
Chriſtian World ! 


'When the Bleſſed Virgin foretold that all Generations 


' ſhould call ber Bleſſed, did ſhe mean that all Generations 


would Worſhip her ; would Worſhip her Images and Pi- 
Qures; would make her a Mediatrix between God and 
man ; would aſcribe to her the power not of prevailing 
with Feſas only for any thing, but of commanding him 
too ; would offer Feſas himſelf a Sacrifice in her Honour; 
ſhould burn Incenſe to her, would uſe Roſaries, Hours, 
and Pſaiters for her eſpecial Invocation -and Service ; 


-would inſtitute and maintain Fraternities for that Ser- 


Vice; 


The Concluſion. 
vice; would build Temples and Chappels to her, and Al- 


| tars, and by moſt folemn Invocation every-where, and 


by proper Rites of Religious Worſhip, and by letting 
Devotion run out to her more than to our Lord Jeſus 


himſelf, to agnize her to be the Lady of Heaven and 


Earth, the Queen of theWorld? No , ſhe did not mean 
thus, in ſaying that al/ Generations ſhould call her Bleſſed : 
For thus all Generations have not ſerved her. Nothing 
ofall this was done to her for ſeveral Generations aiter 
Chrift ; nor any thing of it in compariſon till the dregs 
of Time, till the decay of Learning and Picty, made way 
for groſs Superſtition. 


The firſt beginnings of theſe Corruptions were more 
reneral, but the Improvements of them were chiefly 
owing to the See of Rome, which as it grew in power and 
greatneſs, ſo it proteGted thoſe Abuſes more effeCtually, 
ACharadter very ill-beſeeming a Church that pretends 
tobe the Pillar and Ground of Truth. 


| The Wit of Man could not devife any thing more ſers. 
nceable to Errour, to make it ſpread in the World ; and 
t fix it, than that a powerful See graſping at Supremacy, 
and pretending to /fa/libility, ſhould take it under her 
Wing. 


This See is the Source of all thoſe Oppoſitions, which 
they have mer with that demanded a Reformati- 
Mm; it is this See alone which hath obſtructed a gene- 
al Reformation , when Chriſtendom was otherwile well 
lipoſed towards it. | 


Therefore when Reformation by common conſent 
vas made Impoſlible by the See of Rowe , what - 
| ;Mainee 
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mained but that the National Churches ſhould reform 


themſelves 2? 


Our Reformation was a return to Primitive Anti 
quity ; and that.it may prove a leading example, let 
us pray without ceaſing , That God would bring inty 
the way of Truth all ſuch as have erred and are deces 


: wed. 


THE END. 


Faults to be Corrected. 


TyAge 81, ſevetith line from the bottom, for Conſczences read Conceſſions, 


P. 82 |. 3. for Reconciled r, Recommended. 
P.- 80 1. 6. for they read they. 
P. 881. 9, for ſafely r. falſly. 
P. 92 1. 3, for Prayers r, Praiſes. 
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A Catalogue of ſome Diſcourſes 
Sold by T. Baſſet at the George 
in Fleetftreet, 


I, Perſwafrve to an Ingenuous Tryal of Opinons in 

{ Þ Religion. 

2. The Ditference of the Caſe between the Separation 
of the Proteſtants from the Ghurch of Rowe, and the Se- 
paration of Diſſenters from the Church of England. 

3- A Diſcourſe about the Charge of Novelty upon the 
Reformed Church of Eng/and, made by the Papiſts ask- 
ivg us the Queſtion, Where was our Religion before Luther ? 

4. The Proteſtant Refolution of Faith, being an An- 
{wer to Three Queſtions. I. How far we muſt depend 
on the Authority of the Church for the true Sence of 
Scripture. II. Whether a viſible Succeſſion from Chriſt 
to this day makes a Church, which has this viſible Suc- 
ceſſion an Infallible Interpreter of Scripture ; and whe- 
ther no Church which has not this viſible Succeſſion, can 
teach the true Sence of Scripture. III. Whether the 
Church of Eng/and can make out ſuch a viſible Succeſſt- 
on ? | 

5. A Diſcourſe concerning a Guide in matters of 
Faith ; with Reſpect eſpecially to the Romiſh pretence 
of the Neceſlity of ſuch a one as is Infallible. = _ 

6. A Diſcourſe about Tradition ; ſhewing what is 
meant by it, and what Tradition is to be Recieved, and 
what Tradition is to be Rejected. | 

7. A Difcoarfe concerning the Unity of the Catholick 
Church, maintained in the Church of England. _— 
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"Boks ſold by Tho. Baſſet, 


"8. A Diſcourſe concerning the Neceflity of Reforny 4 
' tion, with reſpe& to the Errours and Corruptions of thes 
Church of Rome. Intwo' Parts. _ . 
 -9.* A Diſcourſe concerning the ObjeCft of Religious 
Worſhip : or, a Scripture-Proot of the Unlawfulneſs off 
giving any Religious Worſhip to any other Being Leſidex 
the one Supreme God. | 
10. A Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſlantiation. 
' 11. - A Diſcourſe.concerning: the Adoration of the | 
Hoſt, as it is Taught and Pradtifed in the Church of 3 
Rome. Wherein an Anſwer is given to 7Z.G. on that 
Subje&, and to Monſieur Boclean's late Book de Adoras 3 
tione Euchariltig. Paris, 1685. 3 
2. A Diſcourſe concerning Invocation of Saints. - 
x3. A Diſcourſe concerning the Devotions of they 


Church of Rome. 2 
14. A Diſcourſe concerning the Celebration of Divines 


| Service in an Unknown Tongue. 

I5... A Diſcourſe concerning Auricular Contfeſli _ 

as it is Preſcribed by the Council of Zrezt, and Pratiſed 3 

in the Church of Rome. With a Poſiſcript.on occaſion} 
of 2. Book lately printed in France, called, Hiſtoria Con- ; 
feſroms Auricularis.. | 
16. A-Diſcourſe concerning the Worſhip of the Bleſſed) | 
Virgin and' the Saints; :: with an Account of the Begin« 
ningsand Riſe of it amongſt Chriſtians : In Anſwer to' * 
Monſieur de :Meaux's' Appeal to the Fourth has in his. * bk 
Expolition, and his Paſtoral Letter. | | F 
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A Colleltion of ds and he D drowkes lately, written toi - [ 
recover Diſſenters to the Communion of the Church of; 7} 
Evgland, by ſomes Divines f the Oy il London, In two Vos 3 
lumes 3 MN Quarto. , EP © 7p ; i ind 2 


